Dactling aedbistyshy Widn ceoyenie yijle aeernspecy 


2 PRECISION SHOOTING — AUGUST 2002 


2003 Rifle Calendar 


From Sinclair International, Inc. 


New and hot off the press from Sinclair 
International, Inc. is their 2003 - 12-month 
Calendar titled, “Rifles: Past &{ Present”. Each 
month features a beautifully photographed photo 
é; of a hunting, competition, varmint, or historic 
Present gG& . rifle with text providing a little background for 
— each rifle. The 13-3/4" x 10-3/4" format also 
features dates for important rifle competitions 
and the birthdays of individuals who have 
contributed significantly to firearms development 
in the United States. 


~_— — 

IE () > 2 See Calendars are now available from Sinclair 
a 7g International, Inc. This will make a great gift for 

elve Month Calendar your shooting buddy! 


- - 260-493-1858 E-Mail Us At: 
fim jgls | ak Fax: 260-493-2530 support@sinclairintl.com 
2330 Wayne Haven Street Visit Our Website At: 
International! Fort Wayne, IN 46803 www.sinclairintl.com 
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Sinclair International is the exclusive United Sates 
distributor of the new CG Millennium Rifle Action. 
This action system is made in Hastings, New 
Zealand by H&H Enterprises Ltd., and was designed 
by Robert Chombart. The Millennium Action is a 
four-lug design primarily intended for long range shooting 
such as Palma, NRA Long Range, and 1000 yard benchrest. 


SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 
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Both the action and bolt are made of Austrian Boehler K600 steel to ensure close tolerances are maintained 
during machining and heat treating. The action is furnished complete with a two-stage trigger and a unique 

patent pending bedding system. Bolt faces will be available for .308, .223, and PPC case head diameters. The 
action can handle cartridges up to 2.920 inches in length. Many other unique, accuracy enhancing features are 
designed into the Millennium’s fire control system. 


Larger bolt faces and left handed actions will be available in the future. 
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EDITORIAL 


They tell about the big terrible things they’ve done, and the big wonderful things they’Il do. 
Their hopes and their regrets. Their loves and their hates. All very large. Because nobody 
ever brings anything small into a bar. 


Jimmy Stewart in the 1950 film classic Harvey 


About this ‘“Star-Gauged barrel’ 
stuff... Any of our readers with a 
greater or lesser amount of gray hair 
(or markedly less hair than they used to 
have) will remember the “star-gauge” 
phrase from a long time ago. Some of 
our readers are a tad younger however, 
and possibly we should explain a bit to 
a generation that today thinks Britney 
Spears is “...the daintiest thing under a 
bonnet on this planet” (which is the 
way that Sherlock Holmes described 
Irene Adler, the only woman to ever 
sweep him off his feet, in A Scandal In 
Bohemia). 

In the ‘40s and ‘SOs this rifle 
accuracy topic was still relatively in its 
infancy. Today’s shooter, wanting to 
replace a less than satisfactory- 
shooting barrel, has his choice of 
probably a full score, and possibly 
more, barrel makers to choose 
among...many of whom are capable of 
turning out a Super-Shoot or Camp 
Perry Championship-winning barrel. 
Not so back then. A Springfield 
Armory “Star-Gauged” barrel (distin- 
guished by a small star, discretely 
stamped at the muzzle) was the mark 
of a shooter who was serious about his 
rifle shooting! 

To digress just a bit, for a moment, 
most shooters realize that some barrels 
will shoot better than other barrels. 
This little quandary is a bit exacerbated 
by the fact that it is virtually impos- 
sible to pick out the “hummer” barrel 
blank from a group of 20 or so barrel 
blanks. If it were not for the inconve- 
nience that the activity would cause 
within their shop, most barrel-makers 
would be quite willing to let you 
examine all their barrels on hand to 


select “the best one”, at least as you 
saw things. We can remember the late 
Clyde Hart relating that if it were 
possible to “identify” a hummer barrel 
while it was still in the blank stage, the 
barrel makers themselves and _ their 
close friends would be winning all the 
matches. We can remember, many 


years back, Clyde giving a barrel to a 
benchrest shooter with whom he was 
friendly, because the barrel didn’t come 
within a country mile of “passing 
inspection” when it was checked at the 
end of its manufacture; since he 
couldn’t sell it, Clyde gave it away, 


Continued on page 5 


ABOUT THE COVER 


It’s impossible to get more classic or American than 
this month’s cover rifle. It’s a Griffin & Howe custom 
sporting rifle, carrying their serial number of 1906. Joe 
Prather, G&H’s current President, informs us that their 
serial number indicates that it was built in 1948. 

The rifle was built around a 1903 Springfield 
action, serial number 578023, and carries a Springfield 
24" “Star-Gauged” barrel, whose provenance includes 
an original Gauging Record card (reproduced 
herewith, and the only one that the editor has ever 
seen in a misspent lifetime of hanging around things 
that make “bang” noises). The “578023” serial 
number, visible on the front action ring of the action, 
is embellished with enhanced lettering. The caliber is, of course, .30-06. 

The classically configured stock was made from a thinshell walnut blank, 
possibly English, with a 13 1/2" length of pull. The trigger is checkered, as is the steel 
buttplate; the non-checkered grip cap is deeply blued. A typical G&H ramped and 
hooded front sight complements a Lyman 48 receiver sight. A Hensoldt-Dialyt 2 
3/4x scope with original lens cap is joined to the assembly via a G&H patented quick 
release scope base. The bolt is checkered. A military style sling reposes within quick 
release sling swivels. Weight of rifle and sights is 9 !/2 pounds. 

The rifle is accompanied by a G&H olive drab colored, canvas covered full 
length trunk-style case, appropriate to the era. It holds an apparently original, jointed 
cleaning rod and tip accessories. 

This magnificent piece of classic riflery is one of a collection of approximately 
a dozen such pieces from a single source that were recently acquired by Lewis Drake 
and Associates, the well-known purveyor of fine firearms, located in Murray, 
Kentucky. 

The cover photo is clearly the handiwork of one of our regular photographers, 
Bill Headrick, who also kindly provided much of the background information 
appearing above. 
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Editorial 


Continued from page 3 


albeit with a full declaration of its very 
suspect background. The shooter, 
obviously a stubborn sort, none the less 
chambered it and put it on one of his 
benchrest rifles. And proceeded to mop 
the floor with the competition on the 
Eastern benchrest circuit for the next 
couple of years with that reject barrel. 

The Star-Gauge process, as 
described by E.C. Crossman, in his old 
classic work The Book of the 
Springfield, went like this... 

“...Then it is rifled, slowly and 
carefully, each groove being cut 4/1000 
inch deep and there being four of them. 

If this is going to be a National 
Match barrel, this finished hole through 
the barrel which constitutes the lands 
when the rifling grooves have been cut 
through it, must not vary more than one 
ten-thousandth inch. Also the grooves 
have to be as virtuous. That is, if this 
bore was reamed a shade large and 
measures .3002 at the muzzle, it cannot 
be smaller than .3001, and so on for the 
grooves”. 

End of above quote. While the Star- 
Gauge process was all the rage of its 
day, the Star-Gauge process, which 
utilized metal “fingers”, which rode in 
the barrel grooves and measured their 
uniformity, was (with the benefit of 
hindsight) a rather rudimentary process. 
The Star Gauge was replaced by the air 
gauge, which was a much more sophis- 
ticated and reliable method. That 
having been said...it still can’t tell us 
which barrel will “shoot”, and which 
one won’t. Progress is a wonderful 
thing... 


Robert Benchley came out of a 
Manhattan restaurant and said to a 
uniformed man at the door, “Would 
you get me a taxi, please?” “I’m 
sorry,” replied the man, “I’m an 
admiral in the United States 
Navy”. “All right”, said Benchley, 
“then get me a battleship”. 

@ 


Cartridge 
Gage 


sme Gare. $85 


This is a gage to measure Be 
consistency of rim thickness | 
on .22 rimfire ammunition (a 
.22 rimfire rifle’s headspace , 


is determined by case rim “fF 
thickness). The more consis- — 

tent the rim thickness, the more 
consistent the ignition of the 

primer and the powder charge 

in the case. In other words, the firing pin 
will fall the same distance every time if 
the same rim thickness is used on every 
case being fired for a particular group. 
By sorting the shells into various groups 
by rim thickness, a reduction in group 
size of up to 25% can be realized in 
some IF NOT MOST rimfire rifles. This 
information about group reduction 
comes from the .22 rimfire benchrest 
participants who compete in the 
extremely difficult BR-50 matches. All of 
the top shooters sort their shells into 
groups by checking rims and weighing 
the unfired cartridges. 
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Brett Evans 
Precision Blueprinted Bolt Action Rifles. 
Full service shop, we do it all right here 
with the latest tooling and techniques. 
Tactical / Law Enforcement, Varmint, 
Hi-power, 1000 yard Benchrest, Hunting, 
Rimfire, AR-15’s, Wildcat cartridges. 
18813 65th St. E., Bonney Lake, WA 98390 
253-891-9063 
nwarmswerkes @ worldnet.att.net 


ULTRA LONG RANGE 
Blue Printed Rifles 
Sporter / Varminter 
Bench Rest & 50 BMG’s 
Tactical Speciality Rifles 


OLD WORLD CLASSICS 
African Express Rifles 
Custom Fitted Double 
Guns & Barreled Actions 


3,000 acre Shooting Facility 


Tactical & Elephant Walk Type 


Schools Available 


EVOLUTION 


Evolution, USA 


UA P.O. Box 154 


S White Bird, Idaho 83554 
208-983-9208 - Fax: 208-983-0944 
E-mail: evorifle@camasnet.com 
www.evo-rifles.com 
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EDITORIAL by Editor 


EXPORTING EXCELLENCE by Joe Roxby 


DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS - PART 1 - SPEEDY GONZALEZ 
INTERVIEW by James Mock 


‘ when you shoot over rock-steady, feather-lite, 
STEADY STIX®II, SAFARI STIX™, and @ 
“POLE-CAT®” TELESCOPING BIPODS and 3 | 
MONOPODS, featuring our exclusive “Posi- = 
Lock” system — Stoney Point's “no limits” 
shooting rests are designed for ultimate } )% | 
versatility ... sitting ... kneeling ... standing ... any 

~—_terrain ... for that 500 yard trophy antelope. + (= | 
© "Easy-carry” belt pouch available. 
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by Bob Jourdan 
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AN OXYMORON. by Dick Wright 


Stoney Point offers innovative and field proven accessories 
for hunting, shooting, precision reloading and firearm 
maintenance ... O.A.L. GAUGES and accessories, removable 
TARGET KNOBS, LASER MAGIC ® bore and scope alignment 
tools, adjustable BORE GUIDES, Firearm CLEANING CRADLES, 
and more. For information or to order ... just click into our 
web-site. Catalog $2.00 ... Write, call or fax: 


RO 


Stoney Point Products, Inc. 


Where innovation, quality and value meet. 


PO. Box 234 © New Ulm, MN 56073 
(507) 354-3360 » Fax: (507) 354-7236 


www.stoneypoint.com 
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BY JOE ROXBY 


I see that big bold picture time and 
again. Whether I am reading something 
highbrow like Precision Shooting, or 
doing a bit of slumming in Shotgun News, 
the Accuflite advertisements always catch 
my eye. The literature promises a real 
cornucopia of high-end items that would 
delight any hard-core shooter, such as 
Sako rifles, Zeiss rifle and spotting 
scopes, and Swarovski binoculars, just to 
name a few. I live in the world of lower 
end Leupolds and Steiners, so a chance to 
handle and gaze through those pricey 
mega-mark optics particularly peak my 
interest. As for the Sako (pronounced 
sock-o) rifles, somehow I have the stereo- 
type in my mind that people who own a 
Sako probably went to an Ivy League 
university, drive Volvos, and have 2.5 
children named Biff and Muffy. (I guess 
the .5 is called Halfie) Of course I do not 
have to look very far for an exception to 
that rule. My good friend and boon 
companion, Mike O’ Shaughnessy, owns a 
Sako and breaks just about every one of 
my preconceived notions. He is a heavy 
equipment operator, a Vietnam era Marine, 
and a most accomplished street brawler 
of by-gone days. To be sure, there are no 
Biffs or Muffies running around his 
house, and maybe no friends who show 
up at his place with dark beer and abuse 
him in print either... 

By good fortune, business has taken 
me to within about three miles of the 
Accuflite store, located in the little town of 
Export, Pennsylvania. This is not my first 
trip to Export. About two years ago I did 


an interview with the Garand collectors’ 
guru Scott Duff, who also hails from that 
little burg. Anyone entering the town will 
undoubtedly notice the classic “mine coal 
or die” look about it. What is now the 
center of the little metropolis was probably 
a very busy train switching yard back in 
the late 50’s and early 60’s where probably 
half a dozen tipples were loading an 
endless stream of coal on to long lines of 
empty, waiting train cars. Now there are 
probably not enough residents to keep the 
gun section of a Wally World (read Wal- 
Mart) busy. It amazes me that such a tiny 
town has not one but two high end gun 
emporiums located there. After blowing a 
stop sign in the middle of town and nearly 


T-boning some innocent elderly lady, I 
finally find the Accuflite show room. Once 
inside, I am immediately taken with the 
place. The shop is new, neat, and orderly, 
and very clearly a man’s place. It has a 
high wood- beamed ceiling, a nifty stone 
fireplace and beau coup rifles, both 
factory and custom, displayed in back of 
the large U shaped display cases, and in 
the center of the shop on several large 
tables. In the back portion of the main side 
of the shop I noticed several huge racks of 
more still-boxed Sakos. It kind of gave me 
the impression that this fellow must buy 
them by the mile and cut them off by the 


Continued on page 9 


This is a good view of the showroom floor. It takes in less than a third of it. Larger 


photos did not do it justice. 
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DELIVER PERFECTION! 


function requirements. Accuracy guarantee from 1/4 MOA to 1/2 MOA. 


Our barreled actions are assembled by highly skilled riflesmiths. Each barreled 
action is carefully pillar bedded to a walnut or synthetic stock, conditioned and 
tested. Test targets confirming break-in and final accuracy tests are provided. 


Look to AccuFlite for the finest in optics—a reliable, competitive source of 
optical products by Zeiss, Swarovski, Kowa and Leupold. 


USA and International Orders: 800-666-SAKO (7256) 
E-mail: accuflite@usaor.net * Web: www.sgi.net/accuflite 


¢ AccuFlite distributes 
service-proven shooting 
supplies 

¢ AccuFlite Sports exports 
arms & accessories 


¢ All major credit cards 
accepted 


¢ Same day domestic 
shipments 


e Fast international 
shipments 


¢ AccuFlite distributes 
American Security Safes 


Hours (EST) 
Mon-Fri... .am—6pm 
Waker te 9am—4pm 
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Exporting Excellence 


Continued from page 7 


yard. There are several impressive elk and 
white tail deer trophies mounted on the 
walls. Given the money and lack of familial 
restraints, my house would look something 
like this. Later, what I already suspect will 


of it, so he finally wound up working on 
noise reduction for nuclear submarines. JB 
said they worked to build the best and safest 
submarines in the world in those days and 
they did. 

His Odyssey to the gun business was 
indeed a remarkable one. It is certainly a 
strange twist of fate that Accuflite Arms 


began as an archery company. JB and his 
wife were attending an archery tourna- 
ment in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. His 
wife had just fired an arrow and pulled it 
out of a bale and asked, “Is this straight?” 
Later they spoke of how they could deter- 


Continued on page 71 


be confirmed, that is whoever owns the 
joint knows how to enjoy his rifles. 

It has long been my contention that the 
people that I meet in the course of my 
wanderings for Precision Shooting are at 
least as interesting, if not more so, than the 
nifty equipment I get to examine. This trip 
was no exception. The owners name is 
James Bartol, better known to his customers 
and to the world at large simply as JB. JB’s 
family was originally from the hard coal 
country in north-central Pennsylvania. He 
attended Penn State University and got 
his undergraduate degree in physics, and 
did his graduate work at the University of 
Pittsburgh (Pitt) in business administration. 
He started working for Westinghouse in the 
early 60’s on their naval nuclear power 
plants. He enjoyed the practical part of the 
business a bit more than the analytical side 


This is the African caliber rifle that I so lusted after. It is a Sako in .375 H&H with 
an integral muzzle brake and a 1.5x5 Leupold scope. 


The one constant we can count on... 
is change. 


For the past three years we have dedicated 
ourselves to one purpose. Make the very best 
products. Period. So we went directly to you, 
the high power shooter, to find out what you 
want most in your shooting equipment. 

The results? Our products are evolving 
into a flexible system that organizes your gear 
and accommodates your personal needs. 

Take our cart. We now offer two new 
accessory bags. The brass bag will hold 100 
rounds. The stow bag packs a light rain tarp 
or your lunch. Even our handle has been 
improved so it slides more easily and it has 
been pre-drilled to accommodate a 14” ex- 
tension for you taller shooters. And for a 
small fee we'll gusset the magazine pockets 
on the cart bag for the M1-A shooter . 

We re-tailored our rifle cases with an inte- 
gral rifle sling and shoulder pad and doubled 
up the shell material at the muzzle. On the 
taperback we created a more appealing inte- 
gration of the magazine pockets. 

Give us a call for more details. From top 
left: The squareback AR-15 case, $118.45. The 
cart, $178.50. The mat, $78.00. The taperback 
AR-15 case, $87.55. Shipping and handling 
are extra depending on your zip code. 


ll i . 
ese, Gndio 
Shooting Sports 


Or fax us: 
P.O. Box 1412 La Canada, Ca. 91011 


iS 1 (818) 790-0454 


© 2001 Armato Shooting Sports 


Prices subject to change without notice. 
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CREEDMOOR HEAVY SHOOTING COATS: 
NO01 Standard Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat 
NO02 “Hardback” Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat 
NOO2A “Tapered Hardback” Cordura Nylon 
NRA Shooting Coat 
NO03 Leather NRA Competition Shooting Coat 
N004 Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat 
NO0O7 Cordura Nylon ISU Shooting Coat 
NO08 Standard Lite Cordura Nylon 
Competition Shooting Coat 
NOO8A “Tapered Lite” Cordura Nylon 
Competition Shooting Coat 
F NO111 Standard Heavy Cordura 
Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 
N0222 “Hardback” Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 
N0222A “Tapered Hardback” Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 
N0444_Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 


BASICS BY CREEDMOOR: 


001 Basics Standard Heavy Cordura 
Nylon Competition Shooting Coat.... 
B011 Basics Cloth Shooting Coat 
040 Basics Roll-Up Shooting Mat... 
B020 Basics Standard Shooting Stool 
 B151 Basics Standard Rifle Case (48 inch).. 
B152 Basics Standard Rifle Case (52 inch) 
BO30 Basics Felt Padded Shooting Glove 
NO35 1%" Leather Military Sling 


$219.98 
$224.98 


$189.98 
$154.98 
$154.98 


$269.98 


Call and Ask about our Basics Packages and Save $$$ 


CREEDMOOR CLOTH SHOOTING COATS: 
NO16 S.W.A.T. Rifleman’s Tactical Shooting Coat 
NO10X Deluxe OD Green Canvas Shooting Coat 


CREEDMOOR SHOOTING GLOVES: 
NO31 NRA High Power Shooting Glove .... 
«x NO032 Full Finger Shooting Glove.... 


CREEDMOOR SHOOTING MATS: 


CREEDHOOR SHOOTING STOOLS: 
N020 Standard Shooting Stool . 
4; NO21 Service Rifle Stool 
NO24 Accessory Pouch ... 
F? NO25 Magazine Pouch 
ij N026 Shoulder Strap ... 
NO28 Water Bottle... 
N027 Cart Conversion Kit 
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CREEDMOOR RIFLE CASES: 
N151 Standard Rifle Case (48”) 
N152 Standard Rifle Case (52”) 
N153 M16AQ/AR15 Rifle Case ... 
N150 Service Rifle Case 
NO81 Police Rifle Drag Case 
N154 AR-10/M15A4 Rifle Case (45”)... 


KOWA® SPOTTING SCOPES: 
~ C1013 Kowa TSN-821 82mm 45° 
C1015 Kowa TSN-823 82mm 45° Flourite Lens... 
C1004 Kowa TS-611 60mm 45° 
€1013D 27x LER Eyepiece for 82mm.... 


BOOKS: 
C1255 Reading the Wind & Coaching Tech 
C1256 Sight Alignment, Trigger 
Control & The Big Lie 
C1257 Leather Sling & Shooting Positions 
C1088 With Winning in Mind 
C1274 Accurizing The Factory Rifle.... 
C1275 The Military & Police Sniper... 
C1276 Modern Highpower Competetion 
C1270 Precision Shooting with the M1 Garand 
C1271 Black Magic 
C1250 Competitive AR-15 
C1251 Highpower Rifle ... 
VIDEOS: 
C1259 Reading the Wind.... 
ROO12 Service Rifle Competition Basics. 
ROO13 Sighting In Rifles 
ROO14 NRA Match Rifle Basics .... 
P0002 How to Win at PPC 
P0001 How to Shoot Fast & Accurately 
P0031 NRA Bullseye Basics 
ROO16 Center X 
C€1155A Tubb’s Set of Three ... 
C1258 Service Rifle Leather Sling... 
RO022 Glass Bedding M1A/M14 
$0037 Competition Reloading: Basic to Advanced. 
C1181 Colt 1911 .45 Auto Pistol 
P0006 Pistol Masters 
M0080 93 Confirmed Kills 
M0060 Rifle Marksmanship with M-1 Rifle . 
M0061 Rifle Marksmanship with M-1 Rifle .... 
M0049A U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Ceremony. 
X0160 Mastering the AR-15.... 
P0046 Complete 1911 Auto.. 
SD020 Gun Cleaning Made Easy. 
$0036 IPSC Secrets 
RO020 Highpower Rifle Reloading (2-tape set)... 
X0355SET Highpower Rifle Competition (2-tape set) 
X0112 Customizing the Ruger 10/22 Rifle . 
X0115 Complete Ruger 10/22 Rifle 


RIFLES: 
Armalite Rifles 
Springfield Rifles .... 
Bushmaster Rifles 


ORDERS 1-888-CREEDMOOR * CATALOGS 1-800-94-CATALOG ¢ FAX # 760-757-5558 


(1-888-273-3366) 


(1-800-942-2825) 


CREEDMOOR SPORTS INC. ¢ P.O. BOX 1040 * OCEANSIDE, CA 92051 * MON-FRI 8 AM-4 PM PT 


Visit our new website at: www.creedmoorsports.com or 


E-Mail us at: shoot@creedmoorsports.com 
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Exporting Excellence 
Continued from page 9 


mine if their arrows were straight. She 
prodded him into designing a plug gauge. 
Three years later he got a patent on it as an 
arrow straightness gauge. It was a hollow 
tube .0002" to .0003" greater that the 
diameter of the arrow. If the arrow fell 
through it was good. If not, then you 
needed a new arrow. They made them in 
three lengths, a foot-long one for tourna- 
ments, a six inch one for hunters and a 
three inch one as a handy, lightweight 
size. The Bartols ran an advertisement in 
Archery World. It was their first attempt at 
selling anything by magazine. To their 
surprise, their first customer was archery 
equipment maker, Jim Easton. He was one 
to pay great attention to details and had 
what he felt were tight manufacturing 
tolerances. Easton found the gauge would 
reject many of his production arrows. 
Consequently he became concerned that 
Accuflite would be able to provide 
accurate gauges. 

Though the product was successful, JB 
realized that he had a tertiary product, so 
any growth for Accuflite in that field would 
be limited. In 1981 he got an FFL and 
started dealing the usual suspects, 
Winchester, Remington, and Savage. Since 
he was at that time a hobby dealer with very 
low overhead, he became something of a 
low cost leader. By the mid 80’s the gun 
business had become a significant portion 
of the family’s income. In May of 1988 JB 
decided to make the quantum leap and go 
full time into the gun business. His wife’s 


JB behind the counter displaying another one of his fine rifles. 


reaction was something akin to “You did 
what!!!” He noted that 14 months before 
he had tried to show her with some graphs 
and charts that Accuflite was growing and 
would continue to grow. She must have 
looked at him, and, as wives are so apt to 
do, grumbled something to the effect of, 
figures don’t lie, but liars can figure... JB 
said his wife got so upset she took a job at 
a local J. C. Penney’s, and later at a 
hospital. His daughter was only 14 at the 
time, and thought she would be unable to 
go to college! But JB did prosper. In March 
of 1987 he took on the Sako rifle line and a 
short time later became a Leupold distrib- 
utor, which helped Accuflite’s sales 
volume greatly. 

JB also stated that Accuflite is a 
licensed exporter too. He opined that 
exporting rifles gave him a feel for what 
features rifle buyers outside the U.S. 
were looking. In the course our conversa- 
tions there was some discussion about 
gun ownership in other nations. I was 
amused to hear that the rules for gun 
ownership in Japan are now more 
relaxed. Once you have owned a shotgun 
for 10 years you are then allowed to own 
a rifle. I think to myself, that it sounds 
kind of like California or New Jersey! 

Recently Sako was purchased by 
Beretta. Since this has happened Accuflite 
has taken on the entire Beretta line. That 
includes not only the entire gamut of fine 
Beretta shotguns but their new series of 
bolt action rifles, as well. Should you want 
some other flavor of Scandinavian rifle, 
they also carry the Tikka line. JB stated 
that he thought the Beretta company was 


making a serious commitment to marketing 
bolt action rifles in the United States. 

If you think that does not offer enough 
choices, Accuflite has begun to import yet 
another rifle line, Howa. The Howa people 
stopped by the shop and dropped off some 
samples of their wares. As we were 
discussing them JB picked up a Howa rifle 
lying on the table in front of us and disas- 
sembled the bolt, and began speaking about 
the features he liked about it. “The bolt has 
three gas release holes, plus a fourth one 
further up, to keep gas from coming back in 
the shooter’s face in the event of a cartridge 
failure. “I am impressed with their quality. 
They even have an integral recoil lug on the 
action, something Sako got away from in 
the early 90’s. Their barrels are hammer- 
forged and they have no plastic parts. Their 
production triggers break at about 3.5 
pounds, and we are still learning about 
them. I think their actions are as stiff as a 
Remington 700. The machining is pretty 
good and it looks like a lot of gun for the 
money. I feel we can build a rifle on that 
action that we can guarantee to shoot !/2 


Continued on next page 


Ron Bartlett’s Original 


Vais™ Muzzle Brake 


Most muzzle brakes reduce recoil, but 
none as quietly as the Vais. 


USED BY TOP PROFESSIONALS: 
Nesika Bay Precision —- McMillan Bros. Rifles — 
Christensen Arms — Lazzeroni Arms — Arizona 
Ammunition — Kelbly’s Inc. — Bruce Baer — 
Gré-Tan Rifles — Bill Shehane — Krieger Barrels 


Available in .17 Cal, to 50 BMG, and diameters 
from .650” to 1.50”. Installed prices start at $175 
for stainless or blued. Dealer pricing is also 
available for Vais installed brakes, or for brakes 
only (to be installed by other qualified 
gunsmiths). 


VAIS ARMS, INC. 
13707 Wood Point 
San Antonio, Tx 78231 
PH/FAX: (210) 479-2803 
www.muzzlebrakes.com 


Ron Bartlett, President 
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inch, at a very competitive price. One of 
the rifles you were looking at the other 
day was one that came in as a 6.5x55. We 
took off the barrel and rechambered it 
to 6.5/284. The customer that now has it 
and said he was getting 3000 fps with a 
20" barrel, using Black Hills factory 
ammunition.” 

Accuflite handles a tall stack of other 
items related to the gun business of course 
like gun cases, ammunition, gunsafes, and 
of course reloading supplies. I believe the 
showroom contains the largest number of 
Nosler bullets I have ever seen in any one 
establishment. These things might help 
pay the light bill, but they are a sideshow. 
The heart and soul of what Accuflite is all 
about is custom rifles, for the most part 
custom rifles built on Sako actions. As we 
are speaking I pick up off the table what 
appears to be a large caliber rifle with a 
short barrel and a black stock. Before I 
can, ask JB pipes up, “That is a .375 H&H 
with a 19" barrel and a muzzle brake. The 
scope on it is a Leupold 1.5x5 and the 


trigger breaks at two pounds.” As I heft the 
rifle I can only marvel at the delightful 
way it comes to my shoulder. JB states 
that the rifle I have in my hands will shoot 
sub one-inch groups with Nosler 260 
grain Partitions at 2400 fps. Carried away 
by the feeling of the moment I snap back 
at JB, “That’s it! I’ve heard too damned 
many Capstick stories, book me a flight to 
Africa!” Finally the rifle is pried from my 
unwilling hands, and the inevitable cross- 
examination starts. 

P.S. “When did you begin building 
custom rifles?” 

J.B. “We built a half a dozen rifles on 
the Sako AV action in .280 Remington 
caliber in 1989. They all shot !/2 inch with 
handloads and !/2 inch with factory 
ammunition. We decided that we wanted a 
long-range cartridge that we could fit into 
a medium sized action. That is how we 
eventually came to be involved with the 
6.5/284. We started with the parent 
cartridge, the 284 Winchester, but were 
never entirely satisfied with it. 

P.S. “Who are the kind of the kind of 
customers who buy your custom rifles? 

J.B. “Our primary market is what I 


KELBLY’S INC 


would call the accuracy minded hunter. 
Accuflite now employ three gunsmiths 
full time and one part time. I would add 
they have a lot of experience, as their 
average age is 50, and they average about 
25 years of gunsmithing. You will notice 
that they are not here. All work is done off 
the premises. That way they do not have 
to deal with the public, and they will not 
be disturbed.” 

PS. “Earlier in our conversation you 
commented that these days you were very 
taken with the 6.5/284 cartridge. I believe 
you said that, for accuracy, the 6.5/284 
was a much more forgiving cartridge that 
any of the 6mm’s. Would you elaborate 
on that?” 

J.B. “In our experiments we have 
found that with a !/s twist barrel, the 
6.5/284 would get 3/4 inch accuracy with 
anything from a 100 grain bullet to a 160. 
With 50 to 52 grains of AA 4350 and 120 
or 140 grain bullets it would get !/2 inch 
groups at any temperature. I might add 
that was with a sporter-weight rifle with 
nothing done to it but careful chambering 
and pillar bedding! I do not believe any of 
the 6mms, the .25s, or maybe any .30 


Manufacturers of Stolle actions, Six Enterprises fiberglass stocks, and Kelbly scope rings. 


Introducing two new stocks for benchrest and hunter class rifles. Our new stocks have flat 
bottom butt stocks for better tracking in the bags. Molded in colors and metalflake are available 
at no additional cost. As with all Kelbly/Six Enterprise stocks, they are carbon fiber/fiberglass 
and NOW filled with state of the art anti-vibration foam. The new foam dampens vibrations 

better than hollow or poured fiberglass or carbon fiber/wood composite stocks. 


Call or write for descriptive brochure on all Kelby’s Inc. products, 
including the new stainless centerfire and rimfire actions. 


Kelbly’s Inc., 7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road, N. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 


(330) 683-4674 FAX (330) 682-7349 
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caliber, can match that range of weight in 
terms of percentages for versatility. I also 
think that when the benchrest crowd 
discovers the 6.5 caliber they will rewrite 
their record books yet again. Doc 
Palmissano recently told me that he has 
been using a short-cased 6.5 for 300 meter 
shooting and has found nothing better. I 
would also note that the 6.5/284 has risen 
from about 54% to 61% of the total sales 
of our custom rifles. That caliber just 
makes a lot of sense. I also believe that the 
6.5/284 is also a lot less sensitive to barrel 
twist than any of the 6mms of .25s.” 

To say that JB has done some experi- 
menting with the 6.5/284 does not quite 
do justice to his studies with it. Near his 
phone I found a binder with over 90 pages 
of data from a single round fired at the 
Yuma proving ground. The engineers at 
that facility found that a 142 grain bullet 
fired at 3100 fps was still supersonic at 
1600 yards, and at 1.66 miles after 7.48 
seconds of flight time was travelling at 
722 feet per second. Those ballistics are 
certainly enough to make a varmint 
shooter smile, and a service rifle shooter 
drop-dead jealous. 

PS. “Did you work with Black Hills on 
the cartridge?” 

J.B. “Tt was kind of a parallel develop- 
ment. I believe Jeff Hoffman did a piece 
for Precision Shooting some time ago 
about the cartridge. He claimed that it 
extended the range of the .308 Winchester 
by about 500 yards. I’m pretty sure his 
company was the first to offer factory- 
loaded ammunition for it. I believe he uses 
Ramshot powder. Black Hills has loaded 
the 6.5/284 in two lengths as well. One 
was loaded to an overall length of 2.8 
inches for rifles built on the Sako medium 
length action. The other offering was 
loaded to a little over 3 inches for rifles 
built on long actions. Getting back to the 
development of the cartridge, we got to 
know Doc Palmissano some time ago 
when we got an agreement from him to 
build rifles in the PPC calibers. Initially 
Sako and Accuflite were the only ones 
able to do so. We asked him if he thought 
the 6.5/284 was following principles 
manifested in the PPC cartridges. He 
thought the primer flash hole length 
needed to be tweaked a bit. I’m sure 
others worked with it before we did, and it 
certainly has come into its own after 
winning the Wimbledon. I would add that 
it is a highly accurate big game cartridge 


without any tweaking. It can be shot 40 to 
50 times without breaking your shoulder. 
That means a lot to the average hunter. 
Just knowing this thing is not going to 
beat you up can only help lead to more 
accurate shooting.” 

PS. “Highpower shooters shoot long 
strings of fire. That would be beneficial to 
them as well.” 

J.B. “Silhouette shooters could also be 
added to that list as well. Cooper Arms 
makes a production rifle in that caliber so 
I believe that is now a legal caliber for 
them to use.” 

P.S. “What are you thoughts about 
barrel life in that caliber?” 

J.B. “We’ve been building them for 12 
years and to date I have not had to replace 
any customer’s barrel that has been worn 


out. I had to replace one of my own but 
that was my fault. I fired it with some snow 
in the barrel at about —35 degrees F while 
I was hunting in Montana. It never shot the 
same after that. I usually shoot about 200 
to 300 rounds a year in my rifle.” 

P.S. “What brands of barrels do you 
use?” 

J.B. “We started out using Douglas 
barrels about eight years ago. We have 
used Kreiger and Obermeyer too. We will 
use whatever premium brand a customer 
wants but we prefer to use (Lothar) 
Walther. They have been making them for 
a long time, and we are well satisfied with 
their product. We use McMillan and Sako 
stocks, but have plans to incorporate 


Continued on page 15 


HOOD'S KWIK KRADLE 
Rod holder and gun cradle that will fold and go in 15 seconds 
Check it out at www.benchrest.com/hoodpress 
Or call 706-335-8165 for information 
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ENGINEERING 


DRAWING OF THE 


mop. ARW RPAREAR SIGHT 


WILL FIT DIRECTLY ON AN AR OR SR FLAT TOP 
(WILL FIT WEAVER STYLE MOUNT) 


OK WEBER INC. 

P.O. BOX 7485 

EUGENE, OR 97401 
PHONE: (541) 747 0458 
FAX: (541) 747 5927 
e-mail:okweber@pacinfo.com 


NOTE: EYEPIECE HOLDER. THE TOP RECEPTACLE 


1S CALIBRATED FOR USE ON “FLAT TOPS". 


IT CAN BE REMOVED TO ALLOW USE OF 
LOWER RECEPTACLE FOR USE ON BOLT GUNS. 
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The Just Reprinted “Standard Reference Work” from 
KEN HOWELL 


Designing and forming 
CUSTOM CARTRIDGES 


Over 900 dimensioned cartridge drawings 
-factory and wildcat-American and 
foreign-military and sporting-from 

the .14 Walker Hornet to the 
12.7x64mm HK 


.22 Cheetah Mark 1/ (David J LeGate) 


solid: 


0.4730 tn. [12.01 mm] 636 gr brass 
[ 0.4704 in. [i146 mm] 75 gr water 
0.2480 in. [6.30 mn] -- 


angle 28° 
0.4500 in. [11.43 mm] 


~~ .224 bullet displaces 
4.47 grains per inch. 


- Ls 0.0540 in. [1.37 mm] 
1.6050 in. [40.77 mm} 
18000 in. [45.72 mm] 


2.0200 In. [51.31 mm] -—- 


Form from .243 Winchester (preferred), 308 Winchester, or Rem BR brass, in 
RCBS form dies. Ream inside neck, in RCBS neck-ream die. Trim and deburr 


The classic work in its field, out of print for the last few years, and virtually unobtainable on the used book 
market, now returns in an exact reprint of the original. Some 600 pages, full size (8 1/2 x 11"), hard covers. 
Dozens of cartridge drawings never published anywhere before-dozens you've never heard of (guaranteed!). 
Precisely drawn to the dimensions specified by the men who designed them, the factories that made them, and 
the authorities that set the standards. All drawn to the same format and scale (1.5x)-for most, how to form them 
from other brass. Some 450 pages of them, two to a page. Plus other practical information: 


a simple handloading procedure that will make your brass last longer (pages 21-31) 

a simple tool you can make, for easily decapping Berdan-primed cases (page 24) 

how to correct “excessive headspace” when you load (page 27) 

how to prevent accidentally loading double charges (page 30) 

what happens inside cartridge and barrel, between primer flash and muzzle blast (pages 54-59) 
which has the greater powder capacity, the .25-06 or the .35 Whelen? (page 39)...a .375 loaded with a 
220-grain Hornady or a 300-grain Hornady? (page 41) 

an easy way to anneal cases accurately, consistently (pages 48-51) 

the best way to fireform cases (pages 54-59) 

when to turn necks and when to ream ‘em (pages 59-62) 

case modifications you should never use (pages 62-64) 

the practical, safe limits of case adaptation (page 63) 

the best ways to re-form brass (page 64) 

the practical limits of reboring a barrel (page 68) 

bore capacity and relative efficiency (pages 76-79) 

how to design a cartridge (pages 79-88) 

what is an “ogee shoulder?” (page 95) 

how to estimate gross and net powder capacities (pages 98-100) 

an index showing which current loading manuals include data for listed cartridges (pages 574-580) 
Hercules, Norma and Rottweil powders that are identical (page 574) 


VV VVVV VV EVV YY VV VY 


ORDER NOW at (same price as First Printing) $59.95. Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. 
Shipping and Handling is $5.00 for first book, $6.50 for multiple books-US. Foreign orders (including Canada) will be charged actual 
shipping costs plus $1.00 handling. Visa or Master Card orders accepted without surcharge at our CT office (860) 645-8776 phone; 
(860) 643-8215 fax. CT residents add 6% sales tax; NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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some others very soon.” 

PS. “You have some nice sized trophy 
animals on the wall over there. Earlier 
you said that cartridge was good for 
everything up to dangerous game. Did 
you use your new favorite caliber on the 
elk mounted over there?” 

J.B. “Yes, I did. That animal went 
about 1000 pounds, and he was truly the 
herd bull. He was shot at a distance of 123 
yards. I believe there were about 42 
animals in that herd, and about half of 
them were males. He was a 6x6 and truly 
the herd bull. I passed on a 7x7 in the 
same group. He would have scored 
higher, but he had a weaker brow and 
tines and just was not as well developed. 
The only mistake I made was putting my 
second shot a little too close to the first 
one. The secret of a good, quick, humane 
kill is to shoot through both lungs and let 
the air out of them. I have observed that 
the 6.5/284 has excellent straight-line 
tissue performance with the Sierra 
Gameking, the Barnes X, and the Nosler 
Partition. They all work well. We’ve built 
a lot of rifles for customers in that caliber 
who have shot elk and moose as well and 
not one has lost a wounded animal.” 

PS. “TI take it you do a considerable 
amount of hunting?” 

J.B. “Tll take off for two to three 
months each year. My wife understood 
this when we got married. I make sure to 
get back to take care of any critical 
business problems. Once that is taken care 
of, and family needs are met, I like to 
hunt. That elk was too big for the first area 
of the shop. When the mount came it was 
met by the cabinet makers and the shop 
was built around it! Hunting for me is a 
way of life. ’'m 61 years old and I still get 
around pretty well. I packed that elk out a 
total of 84 miles. The hike out was 12 
miles round trip, and I repeated it seven 
times. I had a friend with me but he was 
injured and could not help with the 
portage. He stayed in camp and deboned 
the meat and took off the cape. Not an 
ounce of meat was wasted. I lost 20 
pounds on that trip! I wear my hunting 
boots just about year round, to keep the 
muscles and ligaments used to them. 
Equipment has to suit the application. I'll 
even wear them to a banquet when the 
wife is not around... A caribou will soon 


displace one of those trophies on the wall. 
I took it on a recent trip to Alaska. I am not 
used to wearing hip boots and I got a sore 
from that trip on my foot that took five 
months to heal. When I go back out again, 
it will be for elk. I just miss hearing the 
bugle of an elk, and I have to go back.” 
We finally wander over to the area of the 
shop where the scopes are located. I’m real 
anxious to see the new Zeiss spotting scope 
but there are none available at just that 
moment. As noted before, this is one 
of the real highlights of the trip. JB hands 
me a Zeiss 4.5x 14x44 riflescope. I will not 
pretend to be able to give a good description 
of the optical qualities of that scope. That is 
best left to our resident optical review guru, 
Jacob Gottfriedson, but I do know this. That 
was the brightest, clearest, riflescope I have 
ever gazed through. As I looked out the east 
window of the shop, I swear I could almost 
see the 60 miles back into West Virginia! 
We played around and were reading things 


gar 


inside a paper machine about 100 yards 
away. Unlike peeping Joe Rychetnik, I 
passed on residential windows... JB also 
gave me a 3x9x40 Zeiss scope to examine. 
It too was a delight to the eye. Given Zeiss’s 
reputation for stratospheric prices, I was 
amazed to find out that the first scope I 
handled only cost $599.00. Yes, I know that 
is not pocket change, but you're getting a 
Zeiss scope for about the same price as you 
would pay for any other similarly featured, 
high quality riflescope. 

Of course I must have a try at some 
pricey binoculars too. After examining a 
pair of 10x42EL Swarovski, I begin to 
question JB on his thoughts about how his 
optic product lines compared to each other. 
Anyone who extensively handles this much 
high-end glass would probably have some 
noteworthy observations, and I was anxious 
to hear his. 


Continued on next page 


This is Chaz. He protects the shop and is a trained killer. He frequently whined and 
interrupted the interview when he felt insufficient attention was being paid to him. 


Truly the centerpiece of the shop, this is JB’s herd bull elk that was discussed in the 


text. It is a magnificent trophy animal. 
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J.B. “For two weeks I tested Nightforce 
against Leupold and Schmitt & Bender. I felt 
the Nightforce scopes came out ahead of the 
other two in terms of clarity and repeat- 
ablilty. I think they are the best sniper scope 
in the world. They are good for Varmint- 
style rifles, too. The only knock on them is 
they are a big scope and you need at least a 
nine-pound rifle to mount them on, for best 
performance. Leupold used to own the 
sniper market and still may for lighter rifles. 
We handle the best glass in Zeiss and 
Swarovski, but they do not incorporate the 
tactical features that Nightforce does.” 

He went on to observe that by the mid- 
90’s people began wanting even higher 
quality glass so he began to the handle Zeiss 
and Swarovski product lines. Some of the 
other quality optics he carries are Leica 
rangefinders, Kowa spotting scopes, and, 
for the hunter on a budget, Nikon rifle 
scopes. JB offered that, for the dollar spent, 
he felt the Nikon was a good, clear scope at 
a real reasonable price. 

I would have liked to include a product 
test in this piece but circumstances were not 
favorable to it. My visit to Accuflite 
occurred around Valentine’s Day. Perhaps, 
in another article, that will come to pass. I 
consider myself a hard-core shooting buff 
but sitting at the bench with the winds of 
February blowing down the back of my 
neck, without a real pressing reason, did not 
have a whole lot of appeal. Of course the 
first thing readers will say is, “ Well then, 
how do you know if their rifles are any 
damned good?” My answer is this: JB’s 
custom rifle prices start at about $2200.00. 
Any gunshop that sells the volume of rifles 
that they do, and employs three gunsmiths 
full time and one part time, has got to be 
doing something very right. Though I did 
not ask him, I would be willing to speculate 
that a fair portion of his sales are from 
repeat customers. All business and certainly 
the gun business is real-life Darwinism in 
action. The non-performers either get eaten 
or become extinct in very short order. 

JB is certainly to be congratulated for 
offering good custom rifles, and for having 
such a beautiful and well-stocked shop. 
He reminds me of Melvin Forbes from 
Ultralight Arms in at least two ways. Both 
men are fanatics about detail, and both truly 
live with their products. In JB’s case, 
anyone out stomping around in the outback 


of Montana at —35 degrees is testing his 
product to the limit. If he tells his customer 
that he would recommend this or that 
feature on a rifle that a customer is having 
built, they would be well advised to listen! 
Anyone who has built as many rifles as he 
has, or tested them as hard, is going to be 
able to offer his customers good counsel 
that is beyond measure. 

The second reason I would offer him 
kudos is for dealing with those unseen 
problems that those outside the gun industry 
could not imagine. Most people might 
reasonably expect that anyone in the retail 
business is going to have some difficult 
individual customers to deal with. I would 
not have dreamed that purchasing things 
might also be as trying. Buying from some 
of the companies whose product lines JB 
carries, is not quite as easy as one might 
think. A good friend of mine also is a 
distributor for some of the same product 
lines that JB carries. I have heard my 
amigo’s horror stories of sending in orders 
deep into six figures and having the 
company taking the order nit pick about him 


needing to include some cheap air rifles 
with his order or they will not process it! 
This same fellow also related that an optic 
firm’s representatives got him so mad they 
actually ran from him at this year’s SHOT 
show. To argue with someone spending that 
kind of money with your company staggers 
my imagination!!! Folks like my unnamed 
friend and JB must not only like what they 
are doing, but they must also truly have the 
patience of Job. 

Readers who might be interested in the 
products and services JB has to offer may 
call or write for a brochure. Accuflite has a 
fine and descriptive 28 page catalogue free 
upon request. 

Accuflite Arms 

5120 Old William Penn Hwy. 

P.O. Box 484 

Export, PA 15632-0484 


Website-www.sgi.net/accuflite 
e-mail accuflite @ usaor.net 
telephone (724)-733-3666 


Here are a just a few rifles lying around on the shelf that have not made it to the 


showroom floor. 


qpleme” Rifle, 


Affordable Quality 
778 Jasmine Hill Road 
Greenville, AL, 36037 


554-582-6898 


Old World Craftmanship 
Built to Benchrest Standards 


WWW. colemanrift les, com 
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BY JAMES MOCK 


The following is my effort in presenting 
an interview of Speedy Gonzalez to the 
readers of Precision Shooting. 

When seeking a topic for the article, 
Speedy came to mind because he not only 
is a top competitor, but is a supreme 
machinist, inventor, and benchrest gun- 
smith. He is the only person to win a grand 
aggregate in both hunter and group at the 
NBRSA Nationals. This interview is going 
to be about him as a competitor, with one 
to follow about his shop and the various 
aspects of it. This interview was “dreamed 
up” before I read the fine interviews of 
Tony Boyer and Randy Robinett. Believe 
me, I am no Dick Wright or Al Nyhus 
when it comes to “turning a phrase”, but I 
think that the information provided by 
Speedy can benefit all of us who shoot 
benchrest. 

I got to know Speedy by way of a 
mutual friend, Grant Pickard (whose words 
have graced this magazine on occasion). I 
was looking for someone to bed a 40X for 
me, and Grant told me that Speedy may not 
be the best gunsmith in the USA, but he is 
the best known to this old rimfire shooter. 
This is not by any means faint praise, 
because Grant is very handy with a lathe 
and if you know him, you have seen that 
this is true. I met Speedy at the Crawfish 
Benchrest Match in 1996, and was and am 
impressed with his vast knowledge of 
benchrest topics. 

Being somewhat reluctant to ask 
Speedy about an interview (because I knew 
his busy schedule), I E-mailed him about it 
anyway. There was no hesitation on his 


part at all. As a matter of fact, he told me 
that Frank Murphy had such an interview 
planned for early 2002, but his untimely 
death in January ended that. If I may, let 
me add, that I truly wish that you were 
reading the words of Frank. As do many of 
you, I miss him. 

Here are the words that Speedy used in 
answering a list of questions given to him 
at this years “Crawfish”. 

James: How did you become interested 
in benchrest? When was this? 

Speedy: I became interested in 
benchrest shooting shortly after reading 
Warren Page’s book “The Accurate Rifle’. 
While having shot most of my life in 
several disciplines as well as the military, 
the precision of this sport intrigued me as 
much as the shooting. When I first saw all 
those gadgets and widgets I knew then that 
this was the sport for me. For those who 
love to tinker or for someone who is 
retiring and wants to occupy his or her 
time, I can think of no better hobby than 
benchrest shooting. 

James: You told me in the past that you 
learned machine skills while working for 
Pat McMillan. Tell us about your experi- 
ences there. 

Speedy: After my first year in the sport 
I realized that the factory 40-X’s, while 
competitive on a local club match level, left 
quite a bit to be desired on a national level. 
I was making pretty good money back in 
those days, so I was able to purchase just 
about whatever I wanted or needed. My 
program lacked nothing because of insuffi- 
cient funds. The biggest problem was 
trying to find someone who would build 
what I wanted. 


I entered benchrest shooting when it 
was in a state of flux. The old time 
gunsmiths did not like the emerging 
composite stocks, and internally adjust- 
able scopes that were starting to make 
spotty appearances at some of the larger 
matches. The PPC’s were the bastard 
children on the block and nobody wanted 
to invest their money in a reamer for a 
Russian cartridge. In fact I still have a 
letter in my files somewhere from a well 
known action builder. He wrote me in 
response to my ordering one of his actions 
with 3 bolts, and stated that there was no 
problem in the delivery of my action with 
a 222 and a 308 bolt, but that he felt he 
should caution me about purchasing a PPC 
bolt because it was going to be a “flash in 
the pan”. We all know the end of that story. 


Continued on page 21 


ns 
Speedy and boss Ellie. 
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BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


NEW PRODUCTS & SPECIALS 

Bruno Sighter Cams Stainless/Threaded 
Countdown Timers 
Delta Cleaning Rod Holders - 2 Rod Only 

Powder Coated 
Electronic Digital Caliper reads in inches & mm 
Hart Rifle Barrels 28” Only 
Hawkeye 17” Limited Borescope .. 
Hawkeye Kits 
Hawkeye Limited Kits ... 
Hawkeye Angled Eyepiece . 
Hensler Powder Measure ... 
Hornady 6.5x284 Brass in Stock 
Kelbly Rifle Stocks - CALL 
JLC Competition Ratchet Seater .. 
Maisto Cartridge Box Hook, 50.00; Magnet, 55. ‘00 
McMillan “Edge” Hunter Class Stock 
Neck Turned Brass - In Stock 

Lapua 220 Russian (6PPC) turned to .008” . 
Piechota Presses, Angled or Straight 
Sako Extractors-New Production PPC/308 
Shilen Rifle Barrels 28” Only aia 
Federal 205M a 210M Primers 22.95/M; 19.95/M in 500 aty 
Standard 1” Micrometer .0001 carbide 
Jewell Scope Rings Single, 100.00; Double, 120. 00 
sai Scope Rings 
1” Single, 60.00; Double, 70.00; Polished, 95.00; 
.... 80mm Single or Double, 70.00; Anodized, 95.00 
McMillan Style Stocks LV or HV Fiberglass 
Bruno Style McMillan Stocks LV/HV Fiberglass 
McMillan’s New “Edge” Stock Available 


224.95 


BRUNO 

Bruno Barrel Vise Lightweight w/Sleeve ................++ 29.95 
Bruno Shim Packs for Bullet Seater or Press Dies ..... 8.95 
Bruno Shoulder Bump Die, 6PPC ..............:cccceeeeeee 124.99 


Bruno Drop Tubes 4”-6”-8” (Lg hold) Specify Measurer 8.00 
Bruno Gold Engraved Side Tension Rest Top ......... 79.95 
Bruno 310 Tool Neck-Size Die w/o Bushings 
Bruno Powder Measure Bag 
Bruno Powder Bottles ... 
Bruno Rifle Barrel Bag .. 
NEW Bruno Custom Press Carrying Bag Vinyl 
Bruno Wind Flag Complete W/Flagstand .. 


BOOKS 
Accurate Varmint Rifle, ......... SOFT 14.95; HARD 19.95 
Accurate Smokeless Powder Man 
Accurizing The Factory Rifle .. 
Handloader’s Guide 
Rychetnik Reflects On Guns, Hunting & Days Gone By . 

Long Range Pistol (Sabo) ... os 
1995 PS Reloading Guide 
1995 PS Annual. .... 
1996 PS Annual, . 
1997 PS Annual, . 
PS Benchrest Primer 
Precision Shooting At A 1000 Yards 
Sinclair Int’l Prec. Reloading Handbook . 
Varmint Hunter's Odyssey .. ce 
Border Wars of the Upper Ohio Valley ................:006 24.95 
Devils in Baggy Pants .. SOFT 22.95; HARD 28.95 
Rifle Accuracy Facts .... 
Metallic Cartridge Reloading Guide . 
Modern Highpower Competition ... 
1996 Complete Reloading Guide .. 
Warren Page Accurate Rifle 
1997 Shooters Bible #88 .... 
Nosler Reloading Manual #4 . 
Sierra 50th Anniversary Handgun Manual . 
Sierra 50th Anniversary Rifle Manual 
Hodgdon #27 Reloading Manual 
Precision Shooting with the M-1 Garand 
Complete Guide to AR-15 Accuracy 
Highpower Shooting Primer ............. 
Vihta Vuori Reloading w/the Masters video .. 
Designing & Forming Custom Cartridges .. 
2002 Blue Book of Gun Values, 23rd ed. .. 


BRUNO BULLETS ($3/100 to Molycoat; Yours or Ours) 


SOFT 22.75; HARD 31.25 
SOFT 24.35 
“HARD 32.95 


22 Cal. - 52, 57 BT.... PER 100 20.95 
22 Cal. - 52,57 FB. -PER100 19.95 
6mm - 65, 68 BT .PER100 20.95 
6mm - 65, 68 FB .PER100 19.95 


seene7 7 


We carry a full line of Berger, Sierra, Hornady, Nosler, 
Gentner, Euber & Rubright Bullets. 


SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 
Arbor Press - Stainless 
Neck Turner (NT -1000) 1 cal comp. 
New Neck Turner NT-3000 .... 
Mandrels for Neck Turners . 
Concentricity Fixture .... 
Dial Indicator for Above 
Dial Indicators .001 
Dial Indicators .0001 .... 
Rifle Caddy Stand - 1-Gun. 
Rifle Caddy Stand - 2-Gui 
Deluxe Action Cleaning Kit 
Neck Expander Complete One Caliper.. 
Bolt Disengagement Tool (Remington) . 
Deluxe Deburring Tool, Std & PPC......... 
Seating Depth Comparitor 6 Calibers (Steel) .. 
Phase I! Primer Pocket Uniformer (Adjustable) 

Lg. & Sm. Rifle - Lg. Pistol 00... ee eseeeeeeeee 25.50 


Power Uniformers (Drill Press Type) 

Lg; & Sm:Ritle: =Lg: Pistol cies custvctavgiia cece 
Series 8000 Primer Pocket Uniformer (Complete) . 
Series 8000 Drill Press Uniformer Only ...............0.... 
Case Holder Driver 
Case Holders 


CLEANING RODS 
NEW Delta 48” Dual Cleaning Rod Caddy ............... 75.00 
Dewey Rods Sets 
22/6mm - 36” or 44” (22 Cal Jag & Adaptor Inc.) . 22.95 
30 Cal. - 36” or 44” (30 Cal Jag & Adaptor Inc.) ... 22.95 


Dewey Jags 22 Cal, 6MM, 270 or 30 Cal ..... EACH 2.65 
Dewey Adaptors 22 Cal. or 30 Cal EACH 2.65 
Parker Hale Jags Still Available ... EACH 2.00 
Bore Tech Rods 


22 Cal, 6MM, or 30 Cal. 36” or 44” oo. 30.70 
Bore Tech Jags (No Adaptor Needed) .................. 4.25 
BRUNO CUSTOM BORE BRUSHES 
UP Gal:. scgscssssssevdscaysiduviveass cusvsspoevecvascessss Per Dozen 15.50 


22, 6mm, 25, 6.5, 270, 7mm, 30, 303, 8mm 
338, 35, 375, 458 . PerDozen 8.95 
Pistol - 22, 38, 9mm, 41, 44, 45 . PerDozen 8.95 


BORE MOPS 
22 Cal, 6MM, 7MM, 30 Cal and Chambers ........ 1.00 each 


BRUNO BORE GUIDES 

Centerfire - Rem, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester, Hall, Wichita, 
Nesika Bay, Farley, and BAT Actions, Specify Exact 
Caliber . (18.95 

AR-15.... we 17.95 

Rimfire - Browning A-Bolt, Win 52, Anschutz 54/64, Rem 
77, Kimber 82 

We can make for any action/caliber, call w/measurements! 


COTTON FLANNEL PATCHES 

1 3/8” Square or 1 1/4 Round 8.50 
1 3/4” Square, 2” Round, 2” Square 6.95 
17 Cal 3/4” Square, Lg Bore 2 1/4” Square Per500 7.95 
Large Bore 3” Square Per 250 ..........csccssseeseseseeee 6.95 


SOLVENTS 
SHOOTERS CHOICE #7 
2 oz. w/applicator . 
4072... 
16 oz. 
Gallon Can 
Gun Grease, 10 cc. Syringe . 
Rust Preventative (Aerosol) .. 
Quick Scrub III (Degreaser-Aerosol) . 
Copper Remover ..........- 
Shotgun Choke Cleaner ... 
HOPPES 
#9 4 02. ... 
#9 16 oz. . 
#9 32 0z.. 
#9 Gallon Can 
#9 Old Style with Nitro 16 oz. ..... 
#9 Old Style with Nitro 32 oz. ..... 
#9 Old Style with Nitro Gallon Can 
Sweets 7.62 200ML ........... 
Butch’s Bore Shine 16 oz 
GM Engine Cleaner 15 oz. 
Barnes CR-10 : 
NEW Bore Tech Rimfire Blend ..4 oz. , 9.95; 16 0z., 19.95 
Bore Tech Moly Magic 4 oz. .... 
Bore Tech Benchrest Blend 4 oz. 
KROIL 
10 oz. Aerosol 
13 oz. Aerosol 
8 oz. Can ... 
Gallon Can. 
Montana X-Treme, 


16 oz. - 16.95; 4 07. - 6.95; 
. gun grease - 4.95; gun oil 4 oz. - 5.95 


Leak 


olvent Bottles ............. 2 02., 3.00; 4 0z., 3.50 
L.E. WILSON 
Straight Line Bullet Seater ...............ceeceeeeeeseeeneeeee 33.95 
NEW Stainless Steel Micrometer Top Bullet Seater . 71.50 
Neck Size Die (Less Bushing) . 33.95 


NEW Stainless Steel Neck Die 
Wilson Steel Bushing .. 
Redding Steel Bushing 
Redding Titanium Nitride Bushings 
Case Trimmer 
Case Holders . 
Bullet Seater Stem and Top (Drift Assembly) . 
NEW Wilson Stainless Steel Shoulder Bump Die PPC60.00 


SCOPES 

NEW Competition Scopes 35X, 40X, 45X - 45mm, Dot or 
CH, Black only .... Cash price-849.95; otherwise-895.00 

Bruno Custom scope cover (specify model) 

Leupold 36X BR D Series Silver CH .............:.00 

Leupold 36X BR D Series Silver 1/8 Dot . 2 

Saunders Scope Shades B&L, Leupold .. 

Scope covers for Leupold 45mm scopes 
Sits cet sedsvalntaciedetniscesseesint Leather - 25.95; Rubber - 16.95 

Weaver 36X 1/8 Dot, FCH, Blue or Silver .............. 499.95 


Discover/Novus Now Accepted 


co Ea 
www.brunoshooters.com 
e-mail: bruno @brunoshooters.com 


Lower sy 


ALL REDDING PRODUCTS AVAILABLE, 
PLEASE CALL!!! 


STONEY POINT 
Bore Guides-Will work for more than 1 cal., specify. 20.35 
Bullet Comparator Only! cisii.cccissssoictiscatonssassnvccrines 11.52 
Comparator Inserts ..... Each 2.60 
Bullet Comparator and Insert Set 
Head Space Gauge Kit 
OverAllLength Gage 
Modified Cases For OL Gage, Specify Caliber 
DL-2000 Laser Magic Deluxe 


TRIGGERS 

Jewell BR Standard 2 oz. 

Jewell HVR Hunting Varmint Model 

Jewell Model 70 Winchester .... 
Available Options 
Bottom Lever Safety, R/H .... 
Bottom Lever Safety, L/H . 
Top Lever Safety, R/H ... 
Top Lever Safety, L/H ... 
Bolt Release Lever (Rem. 700 Type) 
Two Stage Operation . 

Shilen 2 0z. Competition 

Shilen Std. for Model 700 Type 


K & M TOOLS 
NEW 50 Cal. Flash Hole Uniformer ... 
NEW 50 Cal. Complete Neck Turner . 
NEW 50 Cal. Complete Case Length 
NEW 50 Cal. COMBO Nk Turner & Case Trimmer 430. 00 
NEW 50 Cal. Primer Pocket Too! with Handle w 35.00 
Carbide Neck Turner Pilots, all calibers ... 
Pee Wee Internal Deburring Tool 17 cal. 
Master Internal Deburring Tool (Std., PPC) . 
Prof. Internal Deburring Tool (Std., PPC) 
(Markle) Primer Seater Tool (Deluxe) 
Primer Gage W/Dial Indicator ........ 
Primer Seater Gage W/Dial Indicator 
Neck Turner W/1 Pilot (State Caliber) .. 
Lee Shell Holder for K&M Seaters & Net 
Primer Pocket Uniformers . 
Arbor Presses 


TULLER/PROTEKTOR MODEL SAND BAGS 
We will fill Tuller bags with zicron sand 

Rear High Heavy Bottom (Bunny or Rabbit) ............. 32.95 
Standard Height Heavy Bottom is 
Standard Bunny or Rabbit Soft Bottom 
#1 Front Bag (Hunting Rifle) .... 
#2 Front Bag (2 1/2”) Competition . 
#3 Front Bag (3”) Competition . 
Flat Elbow Bag (7” x 7”) . 
Brick Bag ‘ 
Rear High Heavy Bottom w/Flat or Triplestitch, New 35.95 
(Cordura Available All Bags, Same Price) 
Bruno Bags Now Available w/Cordura Ears 
Zicron Sand Approx 15 IbS. ........ccceeeeeeees 


All bags can be purchased pre-filled with Zicron Sand for 
an additional charge. Call for details or sand can be 
bought seperately. 


Please call for help in choosing the exact sand bag for 
your needs. They are available in your choice of hard or 
soft bottom, or the new “Bruno” style, high, medium or low 
sides, rabbit or bunny ears, single, double, or triple 
stitches between the ears, brown leather, gray leather 
(Bruno), or Cordura. 


WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD, VISA, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS & DISCOVER. 


BOTH AMERICAN EXPRESS AND OVERSEAS 
ORDERS WILL BE CHARGED 
ADDITIONAL 4% HANDLING FEE. 


No return policy after 30 days. For mail orders, 
please include payment with order. Include ample 
shipping, overpayments will be refunded. Add $6.00 
for C.O.D. orders. All hazardous orders will be 
shipped FedEx. There is a hazardous materials 
charge of $20.00 per powder/primer order. All oth- 
ers will be shipped UPS Ground unless requested 
otherwise. Next Day Air, 2nd Day Air, and 3 Day 
Select also available for an additional charge. Please 
specify when ordering. AZ residents add 8.1% sales 
tax. Dealer prices available upon receipt of signed 
F.F.L. Prices subject to change without 
notice.Not responsible for typographical errors. 


Write for complete price sheet to: 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
21628 N. CENTRAL AVE, STE 4 
PHOENIX, AZ 85024 


PHONE: (623) 587-7641 
FAX (623) 587-7645 
FOR ORDERS ONLY: 1-800-455-0350 
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NIGHTFORCE SCOPES 
3.5x15x56 NXS 
5.5x22x56 NXS 


T2X42X56 BR a ciessaesenctescsmpsestocaane 


T2x42x89 NXS.s es 1569.75 
Call for Accessory Pricing 
We will meet or beat all competitors prices! 
5% DISCOUNT IF ORDERED THIS MONTH. 


BRASS 
Most calibers available in 
Winchester, Lapua, Norma. 


LAPUA BRASS 


222 ROM owisisrnsnniwimnnuntinninn .42 ea 
223 Rem ... 

243 Win..... 

SOS! WIN ves ccuseacvssssanxsasnsyaspescennaesisecraareoens 32 ea 
SBM FO scenvieacsinninewasenanuniety 36 ea 
S0-0G6 ivicscvsecnvcs 

838 Lapua Mag z 

220 RUSSIAN was svvverssvexnarcrverecsesespsteossxceves .46 ea 


220 Russian turned .008 to 6PPC........ 1.06 ea 


BFORZ84 Wil icici asosnurs>encieonsisvessiccanesciniaee .57 ea 
6.5x55 Swedish .. .... 39 @a 
TG2X5S: Ri BOXOR a scscsissccacersssient opin stie .38 ea 
TO vcs cevsavdhosavbeveeteentenscversteacwntiaevervoas .59 ea 


BULLETS 
Euber 22/52 gr, 6mm/68 gr, per 500 ...... 99.95 


Gentner 22/52 gr - 6mm/65 gr - 6mm/68 gr 
FB; per S00. secasvccasecevsevissiesscseasassss 99.95 

Gentner 6mm/65 or 68 BT, per 500 ....... 99.95 

Bart’s 6mm/68gr, per 500 ............ eee 89.95 


Fowlers 6mm/66 gr, 49.95/250 or 199.95/1000 
Hammond 6mm/65 - 6mm/68, per 500... 94.95 
Rubright 6mm/66 gr 99.95/500 or 199.95/1000 


Kelbly Grizzly Il Stainles Steel Action 1050.00 
Kelbly Swindlehurst Rimfire Action 1050.00 
Kodiak Actions, PPC, 308 
Nesika Bay “J” 

Other Nesika Bay Actions 
Panda Actions in stock, PPC, 308 
Turbo Rimfire Action 

Viper Bench Rest Action 


ALLIANT GUN POWDER 
Reloader 7/15/19/22/25 Avail in 5 Ib. Kegs - 
86.15 & 1 Ib. Kegs - 17.65 


HODGDON POWDER 
H322, H335, H4831 (SC), H4198, H4895, 
H4350, H1000, HBLC2, Varget, HSOBMG, 


BF TD: x scxsnccassecesesesezcepeannsimavuaowoeebanvers 109.95 
H380, H414, H4227 8 Ib. «0.0... eee 107.95 
H870, 8 lb. w. 76.95 
Varget, 1 Ib. .. wee 18.45 
BETA, BEB. cccucseassssecsvsiensanulensnmsavecceataenncs 99.95 
Benchmark............. 8 Ib. - 106.95, 1 Ib. - 18.45 


ALL IMR 8 LB. KEGS .............ceeeeeeeeee 
ALL IMR 1 LB. KEGS .............:... 
ALL Vihta Vuori, 100 Series, 8 Ib. ....... z 

Vihta Vuori 20N29 & 24N41, 8lb. ......... 126. 00 


Vihta Vuori Series 100, 2 Ib. ........0....0..... 33.95 
Vihta Vuori Series 300, 1 lb.17.34; 4 Ib. 62.04 
Vihta Vuori Series 500, 2 Ib. ..............00... 36.95 
Full line of Ramshot Available ........... CALL 
Surplus 8208 8b. ..........:ssscssssssssseeeees 125.00 


A FEDEX HAZARDOUS MATERIAL CHARGE OF 
$20.00 WILL BE ADDED TO EACH BOX. UP TO 40 
LBS. CAN BE SHIPPED PER BOX. 


NEW PRODUCTS 
Hawkeye Borescope SPECIAL 
New 17” Limited Kit (Non-focusing and does 
not include the hard carrying case) ...... 495.00 


Hawkeye SPECIAL 
Bore scope kit, 17” focusing borescope 


($60.00 Mail-in Mfg. Rebate) 


90° mirror adapter, carry case............ $665.00 
7” and 12” kits also available .................. CALL 
Hawkeye 7” & 12” focusing borescope & 90° 

adaptor also available ...............cc eee CALL 


RIMFIRE AMMO (22LR) per 50 


NEW AGUILA AMMO 

Aguila .22 Super Colibri, per box.......... 1.80 
Aguila .22 Super Maximum, per box..... 2.32 
Aguila .22 Super Extra, per box ............ 1.32 
WOLF PERFORMANCE AMMUNITION 
Wolf Match Extra per DOX ......... cece 2.65 
Wolf Match Target Box per box ................ 1.85 
Eley 

PYAGCHICO 100 . scinciscesaccissicsscstassericcisansdascsoss 2.78 


Target: Rifle: ..tsencecssecnrtnmairantedeerece 3.04 
Standard Rifle ...... ii 

Silhouex Rimfire .. sete 
Club Xtra Rimfire . duvadanesdentecaresuaxaaeersiclaveses 3. 59 
Match EPS ssccisccssivevess secsetassewessasczeciesertsesey 5.91 


Bruno/McMillan Benchrest Stock 


New Model. Lightweight version with flat on 
bottom rear of stock. Manufactured with 
graphite by McMillan to Bruno specifications. 
Average weight is 23 oz. Excellent for Light 
Varmint class. Will accept new Leupold 


scope with case. Same contour and design 
as original model. Designed to ride the sand 
bags with limited torque & forend flex upon 
firing. Standard McMillan features: Solid fill 
construction, Molded-in colors, Available inlet for custom actions, in accordance 
with LV or HV Benchrest rules. 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


VisiIT OUR WEB SITE AT WwWW.BRUNOSHOOTERS.COM 


RWS 

PRSO°4O: QWacnvvsscssesceeccosssnsecansieecesansecpecsoans 8.99 
Rifle Match 40 gr. . .. 5.99 
£22: ShOM 2810 sae csaveenet sienna: 6.94 
SUDSONIC: HP 40 Gf. 2n.:c.scsescsnscervedsecvsccsasiee 3.44 
HV HP 40 gr.......... 4.44 
Varget 40) Olt: sscstecccteiveseecstermneccrcbeeisaess 2.80 
Lapua 

Midas: Mion l). gvesccscsecsssdecivcerivisesteass Box - 9.91 
Multi Match ........... Box - 5.79 
Multi Match Ultra ... Box - 7.85 
Master 2isscccsssscestces Box - 5.79 
Master Ultra Box - 7.85 
Score Max...... Box - 5.35 
Subsonle! AP sccescssesciscsnccessnseccesescses Box - 4.79 


Federal 
711B Target Gold .... Box - 2.95; Case - CALL 
900 Std Velocity vii: ..cscccascsnaedeaenves 6:25 
900B Subsonic............. é 

UM1 Ultra Std Veolcity .. 


UM1B Ultra Subsonic .............:ccccsscsseeee ‘8. 75 
USA Mfg. 

Remington Target 40 Of. .......::ccscceseeseeeees 1.84 
Winchester Match 40 Qf. ........cccceeeeeseeeees 5.74 


“NEW MCMILLAN EDGE” 
Benchrest Stock $295.00 


“NEW MCMILLAN EDGE” 
Hunter Class Stock - $295.00 


NEW Kelbly Fiberglass Stock 
w/Flat Rear Bottom $219.95 
(LV & HV available, specify action) 


NEW LEUPOLD 
COMPETITION SCOPES 
35X , 40X, 45X 
Crosshair or Dot, Black Matte Only 
Cash Price - $849.95 
Credit Card Price - $895.00 


LEUPOLD 36X “D” SERIES 
Bench Rest Scopes 
Silver Crosshair - $609.00 
Silver Dot - $619.00 


Although discontinued, 
call for availability. 


NO CREDIT 
CARD FEE! 


except AmEx and non US 
cards - 4% additional. 
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ALL BURRIS SCOPES AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL! 

BURRIS Mr. T BLACK DIAMOND TITANIUM SCOPES 30mm 
200920 2.5x-10x-50mm Plex Gray $1086.17 
200922 2.5x-10x-50mm Mil-Dot Target Black . $1155.77 
200923 2.5x-10x-50mm Plex Black $1116.62 
200924 2.5x-10x-50mm Plex Gold . $1086.17 
200928 4x-16x-50mm Plex Gray $1003.89 
200929 4x-16x-50mm Ballistic MDot Gray $1051.74 


BLACK DIAMOND T-PLATE SCOPES - 30mm MATTE 
200912 2.5x-10x-50mm Plex... $ 623.96 


200956 4x-16x-50mm Ballistic MDot $ 723.47 
ELECTRO-DOT SCOPES 

200580 3x-9x Signature Electro-Dot Black «0.0.0... $ 397.16 
200765 4x-16x Signature Electro-Dot Matte ................. § 461.27 


200766 4x-16x Signature Electro-Dot Matte Posi-Lock/PA . $ 489.98 
BURRIS BLACK DIAMOND SCOPES 30mm Matte 

200906 6x-50mm Plex... 
200900 3x-12x-50mm Plex 
200901 3x-12x-50mm Plex 
200911 3x-12x-50mm Mil-Do' 


$ 402.70 
$ 507.19 
$ 541.99 


200950 4x-16x-50mm Plex $ 494.14 
200951 4x-16x-50mm Ballistic $ 567.22 
200952 4x-16x-50mm Plex............. $ 526.33 
200953 4x-16x-50mm Ballistic MDo' $ 602.02 
200930 6x-24x-50mm Fine Plex $ 546.34 
200931 6x-24x-50mm Mil-Dot ..... $ 624.64 
200932 6x-24x-50mm Ballistic MDot $ 624.64 
200940 8x-32x-50mm Fine Plex..... $ 570.70 
200941 8x-32x-50mm Ballistic MDot .. $ 659.44 


BURRIS SIGNATURE SERIES SCOPES 
200707 1.75x-5x Safari Taper Plex Matte er 
200708 1.75x-5x Safari Taper Plex Matte Posi-Lock .... 
200709 1.75x-5x Safari Post Crosshair Matte . 
200603 3x-9x Ballistic Plex Matte 
200817 6x-24x Plex Black ........... 
200816 6x-24x Ballistic MDot Matte 
200850 8x-32x Fine Plex Black ... 
200860 8x-32x Fine Plex Matte 
200866 8x-32x Fine Plex Nickel .. 
200861 8x-32x Ballistic Mil-Dot Matte 
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BURRIS FULLFIELD Il SCOPES 
200052 6x-40mm Plex Matte .. a 
200055 6x-32mm HBR II Fine Plex Matte . 
200056 6x-32mm HBR II .375 Dot Matte 
200160 3x-9x-40mm Plex Black .. 
200161 3x-9x-40mm Plex Matte .. 
200162 3x-9x-40mm Ballistic Plex . 
200163 3x-9x-40mm Plex NIC .... 
200167 3x-9x-40mm Electro-Dot Matte 
200153 3x-9x-50mm Plex Matte ......... 
200154 3x-9x-50mm Ballistic Plex Matte 
200190 6.5x-20x-50mm Fine Plex Black 
200191 6.5x-20x-50mm Fine Plex Matte .. 

200192 6.5x-20x-50mm Fine Plex Target Matte . 
200193 6.5x-20x-50mm Ballistic MDot Matte .. 
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ALL LEUPOLD SCOPES AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL! 


VARI-X-Ill SCOPES with Multicoat 4 

45263 6.5-20x40mm AO Gloss Fine Duplex 
45285 6.5-20x40mm AO Gloss Leupold Dot 
46173 6.5-20x40mm AO Matte Fine Duplex 
49025 6.5-20x50mm AO Matte Fine Duplex 
49026 6.5-20x50mm AO Matte Leupold Dot 
49030 6.5-20x50mm AO Matte German #1 . 
49199 6.5-20x50mm AO Matte German #4 . 
52198 6.5-20x50mm AO Matte Mil-Dot ..... 
51605 6.5-20x50mm LR Target Matte Fine Duplex 
51621 6.5-20x50mm LR Target Matte Target Dot . 
52199 6.5-20x50mm LR Target Matte Mil-Dot .... 
52078 6.5-20x50mm LR Target Silver Fine Duplex 
52080 6.5-20x50mm LR Target Silver Target Dot . 
51606 8.5-25x50mm LR Target Matte Fine Duplex 
51622 8.5-25x50mm LR Target Matte Target Dot . 
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VARI-X-Il SCOPES (Fully Coated Lenses) 
53906 1-4x20mm Matte Duplex .. 
53911 1-4x20mm Matte CPC .. 
53931 2-7x33mm Matte Duplex .. 
53941 2-7x33mm Matte Leupold Dot . 
54182 3-9x40mm Gloss Duplex 
54194 3-9x40mm Gloss Heavy Duplex . 
53956 3-9x40mm Matte Duplex .. 
53961 3-9x40mm Matte CPC 
53966 3-9x40mm Matte Leupold Dot .... 
53971 3-9x40mm Matte Post & Duplex . 
53976 3-9x40mm Matte German #1 .. 
53981 3-9x40mm Matte German #4 .. 
53986 3-9x40mm Silver Duplex .. 
54201 3-9x50mm Gloss Duplex .. 
54215 3-9x50mm Gloss Heavy Duplex . 
53991 3-9x50mm Matte Duplex ......... 
54011 3-9x50mm Matte Heavy Duplex . 
54001 3-9x50mm Matte Leupold Dot . 
54016 3-9x50mm Matte German #1 
54021 3-9x50mm Matte German #4 .. 
54051 4-12x40mm AO Matte Duplex 
54061 4-12x40mm AO Matte Leupold Dot 
54066 4-12x40mm AO Matte Post & Duplex 
54071 4-12x40mm AO Matte German #4 
54081 4-12x40mm AO Silver Duplex . 
54086 6-18x40mm AO Matte Duplex . 
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54091 6-18x40mm AO Matte Leupold Dot..... -- $ 398.88 
54096 6-18x40mm AO Target Matte Duplex . .. $ 398.88 
54101 6-18x40mm AO Target Matte Leupold Dot ........ $ 424.98 


INEW! VARI-X-1 SCOPES 


53743 2-7x33mm Gloss Duplex .. 190.95 
53801 3-9x40mm Gloss Duplex 203.13 
53753 4-12x40mm Gloss Duplex 237.93 


EFR SCOPES (Extended Focus Range) 
49801 6.5-20x40mm EFR Target Matte Fine Duplex .. $ 512.95 
49802 6.5-20x40mm EFR Target Matte Target Dot..... $ 530.42 


COMPETITION SERIES SCOPES 

53430 *“NEW* 35x-45mm MATTE TARGET CH 
53432 *NEW* 35x-45mm MATTE 1/8 MIN DOT ......... 
53434 *NEW* 40x-45mm MATTE TARGET CH 
53436 *NEW* 40x-45mm MATTE 1/8 MIN DOT 
53438 *“NEW* 45x-45mm MATTE TARGET CH ........ . 
53440 *NEW* 45x-45mm MATTE 1/8 MIN DOT ........ $ 849.95 
54169 COMPETITION SERIES 45mm LENS SHADE 2.5MATTE $ 25.68 


54180 COMPETITION SERIES 45mm LENS SHADE 4MATTE . $ 27.82 
BENCHREST SCOPES 

DISCONTINUED BUT STILL AVAILABLE 

50812 36x40mm AO Target Silver Target Crosshair ... $ 607.00 
50813 36x40mm AO Target Silver 1/8 dot .................$ 619.00 


TACTICAL SCOPES 

54070 3-9x40mm Tactical Matte Duplex ... 
54080 3-9x40mm Tactical Matte J Mil Dot 
45266 3.5-10x40mm Tactical Matte 
49212 3.5-10x40mm Tactical Matte 
52218 3.5-10x40mm LR M1 Matte Duplex 
52128 3.5-10x40mm LR M1 Matte Mil Dot aa 
53666 3.5-10x40mm LR M1 Illuminated Matte Duplex . 
53668 3.5-10x40mm LR M1 Illuminated Matte Mil Dot . 
51182 3.5-10x40mm LR M3 Matte Duplex 
51850 3.5-10x40mm LR M3 Matte Mil Dot a 
53670 3.5-10x40mm LR M3 Illuminated Matte Duplex x 
53672 3.5-10x40mm LR M3 Illuminated Matte Mil Dot . 
53543 4.5-14x40mm AO Tactical Matte Duplex .. 
49208 4.5-14x40mm AO Tactical Matte Mil Dot... 
51604 4.5-14x50mm LR Tactical Matte Fine Duplex ... 
53545 4.5-14x50mm LR Tactical Matte Duplex .. 
51668 4.5-14x50mm LR Tactical Matte Mil Dot 
45578 Mark 4 M1-10x40mm Matte Duplex .. 
48431 Mark 4 M1-10x40mm Matte Mil Dot .. 
45580 Mark 4 M1-16x40mm Matte Duplex .. 
45581 Marx 4 M1-16x40mm Matte J Mil Dot 
50541 Mark 4 M1-16x40mm Matte Mil Dot 
45582 Mark 4 M3-10x40mm Matte Duplex .. 
47638 Mark 4 M3-10x40mm Matte | Mil Dot ..... 
52155 Mark 4 CQ/T 1-3x14mm Matte Circle Dot 
54246 Mark 4 CQ/T 1-3x14mm (Certified) Matte Circle Dot 


GOLDEN RING SPOTTING SCOPES 
47878 12-40x60mm Variable Power .............:0cceeeeeee $ 685.71 


WIND RIVER SPOTTING SCOPE 
53546 15-45x60mm Variable Power ..............:.:ccceee $ 214.11 
44567 Compact Tripod For Above Spotting Scopes .... $ 98.57 


SHOTGUN SCOPES 
53926 1-4x20mm Shotgun Matte Heavy Duplex 
53951 2-7x33mm Shotgun Matte Heavy Duplex 


... $ 237.06 
.. § 255.33 


NIGHTFORCE SCOPES 

wi TA PI TI 
SCOPES. 5% discount if ordered this month!!! 
NEW EXTREME NXS MODEL 

12-42x56mm NXS ... 
8-32x56mm NXS . 
5.5-22x56mm NXS 


. $1569.75 
$1446.90 
$1333.50 


3.5-15x56mm NXS .. .. $1247.40 
(BENCHREST MODEL) 
12-42x56mm .. -- $1106.32 


8-32x56mm $1047.80 
WEAVER SCOPES 

ALL WEAVER SCOPES AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL! 
GRAND SLAM RIFLESCOPES 

800472 4.75x40 Black Matte .... 
800471 1.2-5x32 Black Matte 
800473 3-10x40 Black Matte . 
800474 3.5-10x50 Black Matte . 
800475 4.5-14x40 W/AO Black Matte .... 
800469 6.20x40 W/AO DPLV Black Matte 
800476 6.20x40 W/AO Dot Black Matte 
800588 3-10x40 A/O SILVER ..............-. 
800589 3.5-10x50 SILVER 
800590 4.5-14x40 SILVER 
800591 6-20x40 A/O SILVER 
800592 6-20x40 A/O SILVER .. 


T-SERIES RIFLESCOPES 
849995 Target T-6x40 
849970 Target T-36x40 FX Matte 
849981 Target T-36x40 FX Scope Silver 
849974 Target T-36x40 1/8 MOA Dot 
849969 Target T-36x40 1/8 Dot Silver ... 


www.brunoshooters.com 
Ibruno @brunoshooters.com 


TACTICAL RIFLESCOPES 
849445 3-9x40 Tactical Scope ... 
849444 4.5-14x44 Tactical Scope . 


$ 485.94 


: 


CLASSIC V-SERIES RIFLESCOPES 


849400 V-3 1-3x20 Matte ...........ccccccesesesecesssssneseseneeeeee $ 146.30 
849401 V-9 3-9x38 Gloss W/FMC . $ 146.85 
849402 V-9 3-9x38 Matte W/FMC . $ 146.85 
849404 V-10 2-10x38 Gloss W/FMC $ 162.84 
849405 V-10 2-10x38 Matte W/FMC . - $ 162.84 
849406 V-10 2-10x38 Silver W/FMC . $ 166.76 
849407 V-10 2-10x50 Matte W/FMC . $ 230.23 
849403 V-9 3-9x50 Matte W/FIC ..... - $ 199.43 
849408 V-16MDX 4-16x42 Matte W/FMC $ 273.16 
849409 V-16MFC 4-16x42 Matte W/FMC .... $ 273.16 
849410 V-16MDT 4-16x42 Matte W/FMC $ 273.16 
849411 V-24 6-24x42 Matte W/FMC....... $ 318.11 
CLASSIC K-SERIES RIFLESCOPES 

849417 KT15 15x40 Gloss .. sesesseessensseesesseesseerse § 234,22 
CLASSIC RIMFIRE RIFLESCOPE 

849431 2.5-7X28 MATTE $ 116.84 
849432 2.5-7X28 SILVER $ 117.95 
849430 4X28 MATTE ...... 100.90 
CLASSIC HANDGUN 

849427 1.5-4X20 GLOSS 179.20 
849429 2.5-8X28 MATTE 190.35 
849426 4X28 SILVER 148.75 


CLASSIC SHOTGUN SCOPES 
849421 4X32 SHOTGUN SCOPE . peatens . $ 179.82 
849422 1.5-5X32 SHOTGUN SCOPE WIDIAMOND RETICLE .. « $ 187.36 


CLASSIC SPOTTING SCOPES 


849437 20X50 MATTE . $ 233.84 
849438 15-40X60 MATT - $ 350.49 
CLASSIC BINOCULARS 

849435 8X42 MATTE ..........cccsssesesesseeeeeees . $ 282.77 
849436 10X42 MATTE . $ 297.32 
849433 8X24 MATTE ... - $ 143.61 
849434 10X28 MATTE . - $ 152.97 
GRAND SLAM BINOCULARS 

800467 8.5X45 ... . $ 370.28 
800468 10.5X45 . $ 395.53 
800593 8.5X25 . $ 179.27 
800595 10.5X25 . $ 186.97 


RIFLE ACTIONS 

MCMILLAN 50 CAL 

STOLLE PANDA AND GRIZZLY 

B.A.T., NESIKA BAY, HALL, VIPER, TURBO 
IN STOCK, PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES 


KREIGER, SHILEN, HART RIFLE BARRELS 
MANY IN STOCK, CALL FOR PRICES 


McMillan Fiberglass/Graphite stocks CALL. 

McMILLAN’S NEW -EDGE- STOCK NOW AVAILABLE. 

Call for prices and color combinations in stock. 

We also carry Wilson, Sinclair, Dewey, Bore-Tech, Redding 
Protektor sandbags, K&M, Davidson, Hoppe’s, Shooter’ Choice, 
Butch’s Bore Shine, cotton flannel patches, Cleaning brushes, 
bore guides, and many other items. Please call or Write for a 
complete listing. 


We carry a full line of Nosler, Hornady, and Sierra 
bullets. Please call. 


Custom Benchrest and Varmint rifles built 
to your specifications. Please Call for a custom quote. 


WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD, VISA, AMERICAN EXPRESS 
AND DISCOVER. 
BOTH AMERICAN EXPRESS AND OVERSEAS ORDERS WILL 
BE CHARGED ADDITIONAL 4% HANDLING FEE. 


NO RETURN POLICY AFTER 30 DAYS. 


FOR MAIL ORDERS, PLEASE INCLUDE PAYMENT WITH 
ORDER. INCLUDE AMPLE SHIPPING. OVERPAYMENTS WILL 
BE REFUNDED. ADD $6.00 FOR C.0.D. ORDERS. ALL HAZ- 
ARDOUS ORDERS WILL BE SHIPPED FEDEX. THERE ISA 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CHARGE OF $20.00 PER POWDER/ 
PRIMER ORDER. ALL OTHERS WILL BE SHIPPED UPS 
GROUND UNLESS REQUESTED OTHERWISE. NEXT DAY AIR, 
2%° DAY AIR, AND 3 DAY SELECT ALSO AVAILABLE FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE. PLEASE SPECIFY WHEN ORDERING. 
AZ RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 8.1 % SALES TAX. DEALER 
PRICES AVAILABLE UPON RECEIPT OF SIGNED F.F.L. PRICES 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
21628 N. CENTRAL AVENUE #4 
PHOENIX AZ 85024 


PHONE: 623-587-7641 
FAX: 623-587-7645 
ORDERS ONLY: 1-800-455-0350 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas 
Part 1 — Speedy Gonzalez 
Interview 

Continued from page 17 


Well, after a second frustrating year of 
shooting and arguing with gunsmiths, I 
decided to take matters into my own hands 
and learn to do build these rifles myself, 
along with anything else that could be 
made by an individual for use in this game. 
I took my money, purchased a milling 
machine and a lathe, with no clue whatso- 
ever as to how to even start the things. I 
next took a cut in pay and entered a 5 year 
“Tool & Die” making apprenticeship 
program our Company offered. I learned 
how to use not only the machine tools that 
I had purchased but every machine from a 
file to a die sinking EDM. We were also 
taught the theory behind all of these opera- 
tions and their proper applications. 

Now I had the tools and the knowledge 
of how to use them, but there was some- 
thing still lacking. This was the knowledge 
of what was required to really build an 
accurate rifle. This was where I really struck 


the Jackpot. I met Harold Broughton one 
summer while shooting the Texas State HV 
matches in San Angelo, Texas. The story 
went something like this. West Texas wind 
blowing 35 mph, Speedy waits for 2 minute 
warning, Speedy shoots first record shot, 
rifle goes belly up. One minute to go in 
match. Harold Broughton (a mountain of a 
man then) hands me his gun and tells me to 
finish my group before I get penalized 4 
inches. Speedy slams 4 shots down range; 
they call cease fire; Speedy looks through 
scope. Damn! Still just one shot on target. 
Referees are called down range they walk 
back with my target and backer in hand, I’m 
looking for a big rock to crawl under by 
now, thinking I must have cross fired on 
someone else’s target, or even worse, on 
Harold’s. Well as luck would have it, that 
target measured an 0.070 which tied the 
existing world record at the time. But as a 
result of that one group Harold and I 
became best of friends. Through this friend- 
ship I also came to know another of 
Harold’s good friends who also became my 
mentor in building truly accurate benchrest 
rigs. This person was Pat McMillan. From 
what I understand he was, arguably, more 
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responsible for how rifles today are built 
than any other individual. Bob Brackney, 
who also worked with Pat, wrote many 
articles based on Pat’s works. Pat took me 
under his wing and treated me like a son. 
He divulged many of his secrets to me. 

Pat taught me every aspect of his trade 
from making barrels to building actions. 
He explained in minute details how to 
build a rifle that will do most of the work 
for you if you do your part on reading the 
conditions. From that point forward this 
game became a whole lot easier to play. 

James: With practice being so impor- 
tant, how do you do all the shop work and 
still compete at such a high level? 

Speedy: Well, James, I have to revert to 
something I said in my last answer. I have 
learned that very good equipment can carry 
an individual quite a way. My shop’s sole 
existence is to provide me with the very 
best components an individual can possess. 
Anybody that has been here knows that I do 
not buy any second rate products. If I do not 
have the funds to afford a certain item, I 
wait until I do and then buy only the best. 


Continued on next page 


4th Annual 


ARA 


Nationals 


Labor Day Weekend 


August 31 - September 1, 2002 
Benchrest Rifle Club of St. Louis, Missouri 


american Rimfire 
=~ Association, Inc. 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas 
Part 1 — Speedy Gonzalez 
Interview Continued 


From this point on it becomes a matter of 
elimination. Barrel after barrel go on, as 
well as scope after scope until we wind up 
with only the best we can find. 

I use the local and regional matches as 
component selection and elimination 
tools. I can compare what I have to what 
others are shooting and then determine 
whether that combination is capable of 
going to the “Nationals” that year or not. 
This has been a pretty tough year as far as 
finding a hot barrel. Having gone through 
about 11 now and nothing really has me 
very excited yet. Not too encouraging with 
less than 2 months before the “Nationals”. 

As the “Nationals” get closer, I do start 
practicing more than I do earlier in the year. 
I get asked a lot of times “Speedy, why 
weren’t you at the Super Shoot, the 
Nationals”, et cetera. The reason is quite 
simple, my equipment was not up to what I 
felt would be competitive at that level. I do 
not find shooting fun when you are 
frustrated by your equipment. 

James: Most shooters strive to become 
agg winners. What is THE most important 
advice you can share to help us wannabe’s 
win an agg? 

Speedy: I do not think there is “One” 
most important thing to winning an agg.. 
Winning always involves a combination of 
things falling into place before one can win 
an agg. Your equipment must be right, you 
must have the proper attitude to win, and 
you must have the knowledge of how to win 
once you have put yourself into a position 
to do so. Most shooters have no tactics or 
game plan when they shoot a match. You 
also have to have some luck. There are 
some ranges that just by the luck of the 
draw you wind up in the “Honey Hole” 
with those little conditions, while every- 
body else is struggling with hurricane force 
winds. 

James: There has been a great deal of 
discussion on the internet (Benchrest 
Central) about barrel break-in. What is your 
take on this much discussed subject? 

Speedy: I'll probably catch hell for this, 
but I am one of those who does not believe 
in a break-in period for a barrel. I have a 
$3000 video bore-scope in the shop and no 
one has yet proved to me that this shoot - 
one- and-clean for 25 to 50 rounds does 
anything but wear the barrel out faster. Fact 


of the matter is, James, that I have seen 
more barrels damaged so you can no longer 
tell that it is a new barrel. There may be 
some credence to a break-in period with a 
factory barrel, but I just do not see any 
benefit with hand lapped match barrels. Pat 
McMillan said it best “A barrel is either 
going to shoot and not foul or it is going to 
foul and not shoot”. Besides, by the time I 
have 50 rounds through a barrel, I have an 
idea if it is going to stay on my rig or not. 

James: Before, I mentioned the internet, 
and there is one recurring question that draws 
more fire than any other. That question which 
polarizes the benchrest community is that of 
using Molybdenum Disulfide or Moly. I am 
going to put you in the anti-moly group. 
Have you ever tried moly, and what is your 
aversion to its use? 

Speedy: I am not against “moly”. I wish 
everyone would use it; it would make my 
job of trying to beat them easier. I have 
never shot moly, and have no intentions to 
do so. My opinion on moly stems from our 
extensive use of the bore scope in our shop. 
As far as I know my borescope is unable to 
lie about anything it sees inside a barrel, and 
100% of the barrels that moly users have 
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brought in have looked like they have been 
hammered. In not a single case has anyone 
left this shop happy about the results moly 
has had in their barrels. If you look at the 
current Hart Rifle Barrels catalog, they also 
do not recommend the use of moly. When 
my barrel maker says “With an air-gage we 
can measure the build up of moly in the 
bore’, that is good enough for me, Boss. 

James: Having known you since 1996, 
I must say that I have never seen anyone 
use such a variety of equipment and win 
with it. I have seen you shoot the following 
actions: Stolle, Hall, Farley, and Nesika 
Bay. Never have I asked which barrel are 
you shooting without getting a different 
answer; Hart, Shilen, Krieger. ... you try all 
of them. Do you have a favorite action? 
Barrel? Over the years, do you remember 
one or more “special” barrels that never 
failed to deliver those tiny groups, or 
perhaps refused to die? Tell us about your 
favorite equipment. 

Speedy: Here again James, it goes back 
to my shooting program. All I want is the 
best. As a result I am always searching for 
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Reloading Supplies For Varmint and Target Shooters 


Bulk Components 


Bullets 

Swift, Berger, Nosler, Combined 
Technologies, Hornady, Speer, Sierra, 
Barnes, Winchester, Remington 


Brass 
Lapua, Norma, Federal, Starline, 
Weatherby, Winchester, Remington 


Presses & Dies 
RCBS, Dillon, Redding, Hornady, Lee 


Reloading Accessories 
Gracey, K&M, RCBS, NECO, Sinclair 
International, MTM, Vibra Shine, 
Redding 

Chronographs 

Competition Electronics, PACT, 
Competitive Edge Dynamics 
Brass Polishers 

Dillon, RCBS, Lyman, Vibra Shine 
Hearing Protection 

Peltor, Dillon, Remington 


Shooting Accessories 
Protektor Model Benchrest Bags, 
Wichata Rifle Rests, CCL Shooting Rests 


Cleaning Supplies 

Pro-Shot, Bore-Tech, Dewey Rods, 
Shooters Choice, Sweets, Barnes, 
Hoppes, Butch’s, Kroil, J-B, RB-17, 
Birchwood Casey, Kleen Bore, Tetra Gun 
Books 

Wolfe Publishing, Stackpole Books, 
Precision Shooting Publications, Collec- 
tor Grade Books, Krause Publications 


Gunstop Reloading 
Supplies, Inc. 

5667 Manitou Road 

Excelsior, MN 55331 
gunstop @ mr.net 
www.gunstop.com 
800-645-7644 Fax 952-474-0211 


3.5-15x50mm 


ensuring fail- 


safe reliability ai all environmental conditions. 


Superior light transmission and contrast is achieved using proprietary teat broadband mi 


test. Triple e 


lement objective lens assembly provides superior resolution and greater Hight m 


refractive and dispersion qualities. 


Zero-tolerance lens securing method assures no possible movement of the optical dlhesi: 


due to recoil 


, thermal change or impact. 


Side focus parallax adjustment, Quick and precise correction while viewing the target. Consistent andexact placement of hold-over points. Windage 


and elevatiol 


adjustments are calibrated in true moa and graduated in 1/4 moa click value. 


10 moa per revolution. 95 minutes of elevation adjustment. Numbered horizontal indicator marks represent 10 moa per rotation, allowing easy return to zero, 


illuminated multi-coated compound reticle reticle glows red and can be illuminated at vatious intensities. Excellent reticle contrast in low light when 
illuminated or a well-defined black reticle when net iluminated. Three vott lithium battery provides over 720 hours of illumination. Accurate and 


easy-to-use 


ranging reticles. Easy field Zora a) utr 


Eye relief approximately four inches, : 
Maximized field-of-view without optical compromise, 


1-208-476-9814 ORDER DIRECT FROM NIGHTFORCE 


Lightforce USA, Inc. + 127 Wisconsin Street, Orofino, Idaho 83544 » WWW.NIGHTFORCEOPTICS.COM 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas 
Part 1 — Speedy Gonzalez 
Interview 

Continued from page 22 


something better. I try everything and 
combinations of all as well. You never 
know when a certain stock, barrel weight 
and action will provide you with something 
that was missing from your program and 
will take you from a so-so shooter, to a top 
level shooter. Also, from my standpoint, I 
must have an overall working knowledge 
of all these in order to speak with my 
customers knowledgeably when asked 
about any of these products. This also gives 
me a working knowledge of the product in 
order for me to make corrections out in the 
field or when a customer asks what to do at 
a match after his gun has gone down. 

I have had many favorite actions over 
the years and it would be very hard to 
narrow it down to just one. When they 
come into the shop I treat them all as if they 
were a factory Remington. I have found 
few actions that have not required some 
type of additional work. As a smith I 


always do some minor tweaking to actions 
in order for the customer to go out happy. It 
is very hard to tell a guy who just spent 
$850 and up for a “Custom” action that he 
might need to spend another couple of 
hundred to get it into perfect shape. 
Currently I am shooting Nesika’s, Stolle’s 
and Farley’s and they are all capable of 
winning when Speedy does his part. 

Yeah, I can remember two really special 
barrels, and I still have one put up in the 
safe that makes three. The first was a 
McMillan. I got my first Hall of Fame point 
with that rascal. I shot it for about 3000 
rounds. I gave it to Tom Schmidtke, who 
shot it and won everything there was to win 
in the Gulf Coast Region. He then passed it 
on to another friend of ours who shot it, and 
now his daughters are shooting it with no 
sign of it letting up. The other was a Hart 30 
caliber chambered for 30X47 which finally 
succumbed to white caliche dust. It never 
lost a match at 100 yards in the hunter class. 
It also set the first world record in the 
hunter class with over 20-X’s in 1989 
which was a 250-21x’s that stood for 10 
years. I wished I had a couple more of those 
guys right now. 


James: As all of the readers of this 
magazine know, there are “runners” and there 
are “pickers”. You do not seem to fit in either 
category. I have seen you as speedy as anyone 
can be, but I watched you carefully pick your 
way to a Crawfish victory by shooting a mid 
“two” at 200 yards to beat Pat Byrne. Would 
you please describe your style for the 
readers? 

Speedy: I prefer to shoot fast when the 
conditions permit. But there are some days 
which that style of shooting can get you into 
trouble. That was one of the reasons for me to 
develop the “Ultra” front rest. It allows me to 
shoot fast when needed, but also allows me to 
employ its windage and elevation features 
when conditions warrant a little fine hold. 
Unlike most front rests that have windage and 
elevation adjustments added on as an after 
thought, the “Ultra” was designed with these 
features in mind. It allows the shooter to 
control everything about the rest with just one 
hand, all the adjustment are on one side, 
windage, main riser, and speed screw. No 
reaching all over to make adjustments. Sorry, 
I did not mean to turn this into an plug for the 
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WORLDS FINEST Recoil Reduction System & Muzzle Jump Eliminator™- 


Spring 
Loaded 
Patented 
Recoil Pad 
If Desired 


See for your- 
ood self - Order 
418) =4@)}| our FREE 45 

min. Video 

and Catalog. We ask only that 


you pay $5.00 for "Priority" 
shipping and handeling. 


WOW! Who needs a spotter Mountain Rifles — 
with a view like this! Standard Rifles 
SEE IT ALL, Keourking Varmint Rifles | “Exclusive 
because the muzzle stays Pillar Bedding UniBore 
perfectly flat. Stress Relieving Barrel 
Recrowning 


Ny-Lite Our Supurb Metal Finish 
"The Finest Coat Your Rifle Can Wear" 


ORDERS1-800-362-1857 


www.answerrifles.com 


ANSWER PRODUCTS CO., 


NEVER a reduction in velocity - NEVER a loss of accurac 


SEEING IS BELIEVING - AND OUR VARMINT SNYPER BRAKE MAKES IT POSSIBLE 
WE ARE A FULL-LINE GUNSMITH SHOP 


Custom Rifles of all calibers 


Accurizing 


ing 
Magnum Mounting of Scopes 


es 


INFO. (810) 653-2911 


THE ANSWER SYSTEM™ 


 Cut-away Fitted and finished 
frontal rfect 
view of Lg J 


1. Keeps muzzle flat 

2. Reduces Recoil substantially 

3. Does "NOT" throw dirt - no holes on the bain 
Yes! We can add a brake to your ported rifles. 


Tike .chart shows. the reduction in recon that you 
can expect or your money back 5a 


4519 Westbury Dr., Dept. PS 


Patented Trimline™ Brake 
Fitted & Finished Perfectly 


100% Money Back Guarantee 


€Trimline™ 


; Davison, MI 48423 
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The World’s 


MOST POWERFUL MAGNUMS 


Only from Lazzeroni® 


LONG 30 CAL g 


FOR 2002 _= & — 
The Lazzeroni/ _— LAZZERONI/SAKO TRG-S 


Sako TRG-S is 
chambered for the red hot Lazzeroni 7.21 (.284) Firebird®, as well as the 
4 current 7.82 (.308) Warbird® chambering. This very popular rifle is exclusive to 
Just Rock Solid Lazzeroni Arms and features a precision bolt action with three locking lugs, a 
26"stainless steel barrel, a three-round detachable magazine box, an injection 
molded composite stock and Decelerator® recoil pad. 


For only $949.99 there is — better “long range" hunting rifle available anywhere. 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas 
Part 1 — Speedy Gonzalez 
Interview 

Continued from page 24 


“Ultra” rest. 

There are some days that I can really 
see the conditions well and they become 
very predictable on those days. On those 
days, you will see me pick my way 
through. I had a weekend like that at the 
“Buffalo Shoot” in Midland, Texas last 
year. It seemed like most people were 
struggling with the conditions and I was 
actually having a pretty easy time at it. 

There are those matches that you attend 
from time to time that you must shoot 
strictly for survival. That is when you 
become a runner, you shoot and adjust with 
the running condition using each last shot 
as a sighter. This style of shooting is very 
hard mentally on some shooters and they 
tend to shy away from it eventually. 

When to run and when to pick? 
Hmmm... Let me say this first, most 
shooter’s bag set up is not capable of both 
styles. Those who use very hard packed 


é | 


PRECISION STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH-GRADE TARGET BARRELS 
Available in 22RF, .224, 6mm, .25, 
.264, .270, 7mm, .30, .338 and 
Ruger 10-22 drop-in barrels 
| CUSTOM TARGET AND SPORTING RIFLES 
Call or Write For Prices and Particulars 
Providing Quality Gunsmithing Services Since 1953 


Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


1690 Apulia Road, P.O. Box 182 
LaFayette, NY 13084 
Phone 315-677-9841 FAX 315-677-9610 


bags and clamp their front rest around the 
forearm like a rail gun would have a hard 
time running a group if they had to adjust 
very rapidly to the wind’s pick-ups or let- 
ups. The other side of this coin are those 
shooters whose bags look as if they just 
came out of running a marathon and could 
stand another pound or two of sand in 
them. Another common mistake most 
shooters make is that they do not realize 
you must tune your sand bags in much 
the same way as your rifle to eliminate 
as much vertical as possible. Charles 
Huckeba, Larry Baggett, Ken Terrell, and I 
have spent many hours on the phones at 
night discussing how we tune our bags. I'll 
save the rest for my book. 

James: Being a southpaw, why do you 
use a RBRP instead of a LBRP action. Did 
you put too many years on the RBRP to 
change, or is it faster for you? 

Speedy: Yes sir! I am left handed. I 
prefer a right bolt, right port, but I am just 
as comfortable shooting a right bolt , left 
port rig as well. 

I do not like the left bolt, right port set 
because there is just too much extra 
movement involved with that kind of set 
up. This is another area that too few 
shooters give much consideration to, 
especially when speed and gun handling is 
concerned. 

One of these evenings set your 
benchrest rig up and take a hard look at the 
number of movement differences between 
a RB/ LP and LB/LP. 
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James: What are your thoughts on the 
current trend toward the micro-ports, 
ejectors, and the new drop port actions? 

Speedy: If the word speed is not in your 
shooting program you don’t need either. I 
have ejectors in all of my actions. I believe 
that it is better to have it eject out the same 
port it went into, just in case of a mechan- 
ical failure, one can still pick it out 
manually. With the Micro-Port if the bolt 
fails to eject the case one must then attempt 
to push it through, which might be a 
problem if you only have 15 seconds left to 
go and 5 rounds to shoot. 

I personally do not like the drop-port 
simply because I am a bag squeezer and the 
port drops the case right where I am going 
to position my hand for the next shot. 

James: Most of the benchrest commu- 
nity knows that you have designed your 
own rest, bullets, stocks, and even an action 
or two. Does winning with your own 
“homemade stuff’ bring an extra bit of 
satisfaction. I have been told about this type 
of satisfaction by various bullet makers. 

Speedy: I do build and design most of 
the equipment we use. I go one step further 
than some. I also use all current stocks, 
rests, and so on. I own one of just about 
every component on the market. If I see 
something better than mine then that is 
what I shoot. But I must have something to 
compare mine against or how can I ever 
make any improvements? I think that is 
what has kept me competitive this long. 
That is the ability to avoid getting set in my 


Replacement Shroud 
For The Remington® 700 


Includes firing pin, spring & cocking piece 


amrod abedeboboboboogatobobobstatebobotobatedetstebatobastetdotodt 


a 


Shorter, lighter 
shroud 


‘SHOOTERS SUPPLY, INC. 
PO. Box 69 
Powers, OR 97466 


Shipping charges added to all orders. 
Remington® is a registered trademark of Remington Arms Company, Inc., Madison, NC 27025 


Better spring fit 


Tech Support 541.439.5155 
Fax 941.439.2105 
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ways, and to always strive to make things 
better. 

If you look at our line of stocks you can 
see a progression from those built in the 
mid 90’s to what is the current “Millennia 
X” stock. It is a culmination of two years 
design and redesign by Tony Boyer and 
myself. The “X” tracks like no other stock 
I have ever used. 

In response to your question though. 
Yes! There is some personal gratification in 
performing with items one has had a hand 
in building or designing. But for the most 
part I really enjoy watching someone else, 
using a Speedy-built gun do well. I can 
relish their victory knowing what it is like 
to be there myself. I saw my good friend 
Tom Oltersdorf win his first “Two Gun” in 
Tomball this year and a month later my 
other good friend Charlie Dodson win the 
“Crawfish Shoot” with Tim in second. I 
was more excited and proud of them than I 
was when I won the “Crawfish” two years 
ago. Just gotta love it. 

James: How does one tune a rifle in a 
limited amount of range time? 

Speedy: Well, let’s see if I can explain 
how I tune a rifle. Let me start off by saying 
that I like to tune on the high end of the 
scale. That is to say I like to shoot in the 
3350 fps to 3450 fps velocity range. (JM: 
“or more’) If I can achieve the accuracy 
that I am looking for in this range, I feel I 
have the advantage over the guy who is 
shooting those 3200 fps “Weenie Loads”. I 
replace my brass after each agg., so loose 
primer pockets etc. do not bother me. 
When I travel to a match the cost of 40 
pieces of brass over the course of a 
weekend is nothing compared to the travel 
expenses, hotel, and eats, not to mention 
time off work and entry fees. 

Ok! here we go. I shoot all .263 necks 
on my rifles. I feel that the extra one 
thousandth of an inch gives you a little 
extra if you really need tight neck tension, 
as when using N-133. I turn my brass to 
0.009 and shoot a bullet that measures 
.2435 across the pressure ring; this gives 
me a loaded round of 0.2615. After fire 
forming and shooting, the brass normally 
measures about 0.261 for the loaded round. 
I next select three carbide neck sizing 
bushings, one 0.003 under nominal size, 
one .002 under and one .004 under. I feel 
very strongly about carbide neck sizing 
bushings. Steel ones scratch the neck 
leaving longitudinal striations on the necks 
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2002 Lyman fochmayr 


Shooters and sportsmen can now view the full range of Lyman 
and Pachmayr Products via our new website or 48 page color 
catalogs. Both feature all of Lyman and Pachmayr’s exciting 
new product lineup. Sign up for our $5,000 On Target 
Sweepstakes. The new website www.lymanproducts.com also 
interacts with Lymans other famous brand name products 
including Pachmayr, TacStar Shotgun Accessories, Butch’s 
Gun Care Products and A-Zoom Metal Snapcaps. 
Catalog is free at your dealer or send $2.00 for Shipping & 
Handling to Lyman. Please visit our new website 


Dept. 1015 475 Smith St. Middletown, CT 06457 
Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN 


www.lymanproducts.com or www.pachmayr.com 


HAMMOND RIFLES 


Proven in the Fire of Competition 


You have read the results... Hammond Rifles are superior performers 
recording over 20 World Records, and many National, State, and 
Regional Championship titles. We are a full time, full service gun shop, 
known for quality workmanship. 


Specializing in rifles and long range pistols for: 
¢ Benchrest ¢ 1000 Yards ¢ Silhouette * Big Game & Live Varmint Hunting 
Other services include: 
¢ Custom Loading Dies ¢ Block & Pillar Bedding * Glue-ins (wood or composite) 
e Muzzle Brakes custom made in our shop to fit your barrel (not one size fits all). 


Send S.A.S.E. for our descriptive brochure 


Clarence Hammond, Gunsmith 
415 Greenway, Red Lion, PA 17356 
PH: (717) 244-7879, FAX: (717) 244-2997 


y A GENERATION 4 6, 


\ 


+ Computer designed for 
optimum bag stability. 

« Fiberglass/graphite 
combination. 

* Inletting molded in. - 

* Molded in cooling = 
ports (optional). 

« Made by Lee Six. 


REMINGTON ACTION SLEEVES WITH 
INTEGRAL LUG - $195.00 
plus $40 for installation 
Rem 7008, XP-100, 600, & Mod. 7 


¢ Complete rifles built & bedded. 


* Twenty years tool & die experience. screw kits for Kelbly rings 
* Benchrest, hunter class, varmint & : 


long range hunting rifles. « NEWS.G. Ultra bolt & bullet lubricant, : 


SG&Y PRECISION RIFLES (817) 430-0597 
870 AIRPORT ROAD email: speedy.g-007@worldnet.att.net 
ROANOKE, TX 76262 www.sgyrifles.com 


¢ NEW Stainless steel replacement 
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RUSS HAYDON’S SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 


15018 Goodrich Dr. * Gig Harbor, WA 98329 « Ph. (253) 857-7557 ¢ Fax (253) 857-7884 


Toll Free Order Line (877) 663-6249 


HAYDON 
AR-15 Flat Top Upper Receiver 89.95 
Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer w/screwdriver type 
handle. spec sm or lg rifle, 26.95; Lapua 29.95 
Carbide Primer Pocker Uniformer, cutter only - 

spec sm or lg rifle, 18.95; Lapua 22.95 


Uniformer Power Adapter 10.95 
Flash Hole Deburring Tool- specify Std or PPC 16.50 
Mirage Shade, mylar, attaches to barrel 3.00, 2/5.00 


Base for Wilson dies 7.95 
Delrin Rod Guide for Winchester 52, Anschutz 54, 

Remington 40x Rimfire, Remington .37, 

Ruger 77/22, Others specify rifle. 15.95 
Cleaning Rod Case Single 8.95, Double w/brackets 27.95 
Cleaning Rod Guide, “O” ring type - specify both 

rifle & cartridge std. 16.95, special order 18.95 


AR15/M16 Breech Rod Guide. “O” ring type 17.95 
Cleaning Rod Guide, “O” ring type with built-in 
solvent port - specify rifle & cartridge 21.95 


Large Powder Bottle 4.50; with bottom cap - 5.50 
Drop Tube-spec. Redding, Lyman or RCBS 4” or 6” 17.95 


Scope Ring Lapping Kit, 1” - 15.95; 30mm - 17.95 
Lapping Kit Refill 2.95 
Arbor Press 95.00 
Action Wrench 39.95 
Barrel Vise 43.95 
Bullet Moly coating service, per box of bullets 2.00 
Mainspring Changing Tool 16.95 
3 Hole Bullet Puller 22/6/30 18.50 


Chamber Plug - specify cartridge 8.95 
Rem 700 SS Adapters, gluein, — short/med or long 9.95 


Wind Flag, requires Stand 23.95 
Scope Bases for Rem, Hall, Shilen 19.95 
Nesika Bay 23.95 
Extra Long Rear Bag, “The Hump” 69.95 
Sighter Screw for Rest 59.95 
WILSON 
Stainless Steel Dies: Neck Sizer 48.95 
Stainless Micrometer Bullet Seater 74.95 
Case Trimmer less case holder 27.95 


Case Holder for Trimmer, Standard - spec. cartridge 4.75 
Power Adapter for Case Trimmer 7.50 


Straight Line Seater - specify cartridge 34.95 
Extra Top Assembly for seater - specify caliber 13.50 
Neck Sizer Die less bushing - specify cartridge 34.95 


Bushing - specify size 8.75 
Extra Decapping Pin for neck die - spec. cartridge 4.50 
Blank Neck or Seater Die - specify caliber 29.50 


BRUSHES & MOPS 
Brass Core w/Bronze Bristle Brush 
calibers through .30 
Larger rifle (through 45) & all pistol calibers 
Brass Core with Nylon Bristle Brush 
.22,6mm, .270-7mm, .30 1.00 ea. or 9.50/doz. 
.17 Rifle Brushes, bronze ornylon —_ 1.35 ea., 13.50/doz. 
Bore Mops, Brass Core, also great as Chamber Swabs 
.17, .22, .24/27, .30/35, .38 & .45 1.75 


1.00 ea. or 9.50/doz. 
1.00 ea. 


DEWEY MFG. 
Nylon coated Rods complete with brush adapter & jag 
-17 C x 36” (jag only with .17 as no adapter required) 
.22 x 36” or 44”, .270 & up x 36” or 44” 25.95 
Other Specialty Rifle & Pistol Rods Available, please call 
Brass Jags - .17, .22, .24-6mm, 6.5, .27-7mm, .30 2.95 
Parker Hale-style Brass Jags - .22 to .30 - specify 3.95 
Brass Brush Adapter-specify .22 rod or.270 & up rod 2.00 
Muzzle Guard, Centers rod to protect muzzle while 
cleaning. M14, 5.50 M1 Garand, 6.50 Mini14, 7.95 


STONEY POINT 
Chamber-All OAL Gauge - for bolt actions 
Chamber-All OAL for semi-autos & levers 
Modified Case for above: 

series A - 4.50; series B - 5.50; 6 PPC .261 - 6.50 
Bullet Comparator - requires insert 12.95 
Comparator Insert - specify caliber 3:25 
Bore guide, .17-.25, .26-.30 or .30-.416 22.95 
Target Knobs- Leupold or Tasco Matte 29.95ea/$57.95pr 


SCOPES Leupold, Lightforce, Weaver 


COOPER ARMS - We are the Northwest Preferred 
Dealer. Varminter series from $949.95. 


NORMA & LAPUA BRASS NOW IN STOCK - CALL 


33.95 
38.95 


Call for Prices 


COMPLETE CATALOG 
FREE UPON REQUEST 


PRO-SHOT 

100% Cotton Flannel Patches, 500 per bag 
3/4” square, .17 caliber 4.50 
1-1/8” square, .22 caliber 5.25 
1-3/8” square, 6mm centerfire 5.50 
1-3/4” square, 6mm through 30 caliber 6.50 
2” round, .30 through .38 caliber 7.25 
2-1/4” square, .38 through .45 (250 ct.) 5.25 


Spear Point Jags, use with brush adapter on 
Dewey rods - specify .17, .22/6mm, .25, 6.5, 


7mm, .30, .338 2.95 
Action & Chamber Cleaning Kit 16.50 
TULLER/PROTEKTOR SANDBAGS 
No. 1 Front Hunting Rifle 14.50 
No. 2 Front, 2-1/2” wide forearm (varmint) 14.50 
No. 3 Front, 3” wide forearm 14.50 


Rear Bags - specify bunny or rabbit ears 
standard model 21.95; thick base 28.95 
custom, 1” higher, all heavy-duty 36.95 
Brick Bag for elbow comfort Lg. 15.95, Sm. 12.95 


NEW HAYDON PRODUCTS 


Carbide Cutter for Wilson Case 
Trimmer - $39.95 


Bore Guide for NEW Kimber 22RF, 
aluminum - $21.95 


JEWELL TRIGGERS 
Standard BR 1.5 oz - 150.00; with bolt release - 160.00 
HVR Hunter Varmint 155.00 
Options for HVR: 
Bottom Lever Safety 25.00 
Top Lever Safety 35.00 
Left Hand Safety Add 20.00 
Bolt Release 10.00 
Model 70 190.00; 2-Stage, Add 30.00 
AR15 Trigger - spec. small or large pin 180.00 
Scope Rings single 99.95; double 119.95 
K&M 
Master Flash Hole Deburring Tool - 
specify .17, standard or PPC 9.50 


Professional Flash Hole Deburring tool - 


specify standard or PPC 14.50 
Primer Seater Tool - specify cartridge 39.95 
Tapered Case Mouth Reamer 18.00 
Micro-adjustable Neck Turner, Std. - specify cart. 60.00 


Extra Mandrels for Neck Turner - specify 
-17, .22, 6mm, .25, 6.5, .270, .284, .30, or .338 9.00 


Expander Die for Neck Turner, specify caliber 15.00 
Arbor Press 75.00 
Fluted Neck Turner Mandrel - spec. cartridge 37.00 
NEW Neck Turner Pilot Jack 12.00 


SOLVENTS & OILS 
4 oz. Solvent Dropper Top Bottle 2.50 or 3/7.00 
Butch’s Bore Shine Solvent, 4 oz. - 5.50; 16 oz. - 15.95 


Butch’s Bore Oil, 4 oz. 6.95 
Bore Tech Moly Magic Rimfire or BR Blend,40z. 8.95 
BT Cooper Remover or Bore Solvent, 4 oz. 7.95 
Gun Silk Grease, syringe 6.95 
Imperial Sizing Die Wax, 2 oz. 4.95 
IOSSO Bore Cleaner 5.95 
JB Bore Paste 6.50 
USP Bore Cleaner 5.95 
Kroil 8 oz. can 5.50; gallon 32.95 
Shooters Choice 2 oz., 3.95; 4 oz., 5.95; 16 oz., 16.95 
S. C. Rust Preventative Spray or Gun Grease syringe 3.95 
Shooters Choice Quick-Scrub III, 18 oz. spray 5.95 
Sweets 7.62, Copper Remover 8 oz. 6.95 
TSI-301 Spray Lube, 11 oz. 11.25 
REDDING - Full Line Distributor 

3BR Powder Measure 109.95 
BR30 Powder Measure 131.95 
RS-6 Stand for above measures 19.95 
RS-1 Scale - 36.95; RS-2 Scale - 55.95 
Carbide Expander Kit - specify caliber 15.95 


Competition Seater or Neck Die:cat. I 69.95; cat. Il 84.95 


Full Length Die Sets from 29.95 
Bushing-style FLor Neck Die cat. I 37.95; cat. II 45.95 
Titanium Coated Bushing 15.95 
Competition Shellholder Set - specify cartridge 33.95 
Empty Bushing Box, holds 15 1.95 


NOW on the web at: 
www-.shooters-supply.com 
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Benchrest ¢ Target * Varmint 


HARRELL’S PRECISION 
Full Length Resize Die, BR or PPC 60.00 
been Reloading Press, spec. PPC or .308 150.00 
Powder Measure, BR (10-60 gr.), 169.95 
Premium (120 gr.) 225.00; Custom (90 gr.) 140.00 
OTHER ACCESSORIES 
6” Dial Caliper 26.95 
1” Micrometer, 1-10,000th 34.95 
100 yd. 6-bull practice targets 1,95/doz. 
Adjustable Shooting Stool, round top, the best 89.95 
AR-15 Chamber Cleaning Kit 15.95 
Bald Eagle Rests - Complete Line Call 
Berger Bullets & Hornady Bullets Call 
Bore Tech Cleaning Rods, .17x38”, .22, 6mm or 
-30 + up cal. x 36” or 44”, 36.00; Jags 4.95 


Bulk Brass Call 
Butch’s Triple Twill Patches 1 1/8” (1000 ct) 9.95 

1 3/4” (750 ct), 2 1/4” (500 ct) or 3” (300 ct) 7.95 
Custom Products Depriming Tool - spec. cartridge 45.00 


Dunrud Sighter Cam 95,00 
Dunrud Rear Bag Stabilizer, rubber 19.95 
EJS Fore End Stabilizer, fits 3” front bag 19.95 
Hart Front Rest, JB 100 105.00 
varmint 158.95 
competitive varmint 189.95 
pedestal only 142.95 
Hoehn Windage top - spec. Hart or Wichitarest 120.00 
Holland Tubing Micrometer, .17 cal & up 65.00 


Kelbly Scope rings, single or dbl, 1"- 60.00;30mm - 70.00 
Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool 24,75 
Krazy Kloth, to polish brass 3.50 
Kwick Case Trimmer - specify cartridge 17.50 
Lee Power Caseturner Chuck 21.00 
Lee Auto-Prime, 2 trays - 15.95, extra shellholder - 3.00 


Lenspen 12.95 
Leupold Rings & Bases CALL 
Leupold Scope Smith Bore Sighter 49.95 


MTM 50 Rd. Ammo Box - specify cartridge 3.50 
NECO Bullet Moly Coating Kit 129.95 
Oehler 35P Chronograph, w/proof & printer 345.00 
Official Targets - 

benchrest, 100 or 200 yd, 1.95/doz; 300 yd, 4.50/doz 

hunter, 100 or 200 yd, 2.50/doz; 300 yd, 5.50/doz 
Rem Bolt Shroud, aluminum or anodized 18.25 
Remington ADL style Trigger Guard, alum. or matte 21.50 


Rifle Basix Triggers, Rem or Sav CALL 
Saunders Mirage Shade for Leupold AO or 

Weaver T-36 scope, 14” long 21.00 
Shilen Select Match Barrel 6mm, 1-14 232,00 
Siebert Mini Bore Scope 29.95 
Silicone Bag Spray, 4 oz. 5.95 
Sinclair Bullet Comparator, 6 cal. 15.95 
Socket Head Guard Screws 

Rem 700, Win 70, Ruger 77, Sako, Mauser 5.95 set 


Stand for Windflag: Std - 25.95; heavy duty - 44.95 
Stock Tape, enough for 2 rifles 6.95 
Whitetail Match Prep Primer Pocket Uniformer, 

spec lg rifle or sm rifle/pistol 22.95; Lapua 26.95 
Wolff Gun Spring - specify REM 700 short, 40X 

722, 600, XP100, Win, Ruger, or Sako 8.25 


“The Accurate Rifle”, W. Page 17.95 
“The Ultimate in Rifle Accuracy”, Glenn Newick 11.95 
“The Accurate Varmint Rifle”, Boyd Mace 14.95 
“The Varmint Hunters Odyssey”, S. Hanson 37.95 
“.17 Caliber Shooting”, spiral bound, Saunders 18.50 
“Understanding Firearm Ballistics”, Robert Rinker 19.95 
“The Complete Guide to AR-15 Accuracy” 

Martin & Tillman 24.95 
Skip Otto rear stabilizer bag 20.00 
Heavy Sand, 15 lbs. 15.00 
Stolle Panda Action 900.00 
Nesika Bay Model J Action 900.00 
Versa-Pod Shooting Rests, prone 65.00, sitting 68.95 


ORDERING INFORMATION 


Order by telephone, fax, internet or mail. If ordering 
by mail, include money order, check or VISA/ 
MasterCard/Discover information (including 
expiration date) with order; no cash. For prepaid 
orders include ample funds for shipping; excess will 
be refunded with your order. Delivery will be via 
UPS ground service or postal service. Next Day, 
Second Day, or 3-Day delivery available at 
additional cost. Buyer pays fee on COD orders. 
Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers increase. International orders 
welcome on all but bullets, brass, triggers, actions, 


; " barrels & solvents. 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas 
Part 1 — Speedy Gonzalez 
Interview 

Continued from page 27 


of the brass and constantly reduce the 
diameter and elongate the neck in the 
process. Carbide bushings burnish the 
necks leaving them glass smooth. All right, 
here is what we have: 


Bullet diameter across pressure 
ring = 0.2435 

Neck walls 0.009 per side x 2 = 0.0180 

Loaded round = 0.2615 

Fire formed loaded round = 0.2610 

Carbide neck size bushings = 0.2580 
+0.001, -0.001 

Three total bushing sizes (0.257), 
(0.258), (0.259) 


Now we head out to the range. When 
arriving and setting up your equipment, 
set the flags up first. As you set up the rest 
of your gear keep an eye on your flags to 
get a feel for what the prevailing condi- 
tions might be on that given day. If you 
don’t have some real benchrest targets, 
buy some, steal some, or dig around and 
use some of your old ones from previous 
matches. Shoot the type of paper that you 
shoot in competition, and you will learn 
to tell true group sizes better that way. 
What I do is take a pencil eraser and an 
ink pad and make three rows of 15 dots 
on the back of a benchrest target using the 
target laying on its side “long ways”. 
I draw a line after each row of three 
dots. I name line 1 “POWDER”, line 2 
“SEATING DEPTH” and line 3 “NECK 
TENSION”. 

POWDER: 

000/000/000/000 /000 


SEATING DEPTH: 
000/000/000/000/000 

NK. TENSION: 
000/000/000/000/000 


Now if you remember I told your to 
keep an eye on your wind flags while you 
were setting up to determine what the 
prevailing condition for the day was. I 
hope you noted that. What we are going 
to do now is seat our bullets out as far as 
possible so that we are touching the lands 
but not so hard that the bullet will stay in 
the rifle when the bolt is opened. What I 
do is start with a MEDIUM load 3300 to 
3350 fps and work up the measure in !/2 
number clicks using a Jones or Harrell 
measure to a max HOT load. an example 
would be 54.0 clicks, 54.5 clicks 55.0 


Now we shoot. We do not want to sit 
and wait for the flags to be exactly the 
same each time; this process would take 
hours. What we want is a medium condi- 
tion that we know that is going to be 
coming back and repeating on a regular 
basis. Ah hah! Now you know why I 
wanted you to set those flags up first, to 
get a feel for what the day’s prevailing 
conditions were going to be. This is 
called tuning in the wind. If we shoot 
matches in the wind, we may as well tune 
in it. Tuning in those zero groups in early 
morning conditions is just a waste of time 
and good sleep. 

Now we begin to shoot three 3 shot 
groups in the prevailing conditions at 
each powder setting we tried. After this is 
done we select the load that seemed to 
give us the best string of 3 shot groups. 

Next while using the load we deter- 
mined to be the most advantageous we 
decrease or push the bullet .010 deeper 


Wessinger Custom Guns 


Live Varmint Rifles e Single Shot Rifles 
High Grade Hunting Rifles Built to Benchrest Standards 
Muzzle Brakes Custom Made - Actions Trued 
Match Grade Barrels — Bolts Sleeved 
Chambers for most standard, wildcat and 17 calibers 


268 Limestone Rd. e Chapin, SC 29036 
803-345-5677 e FAX 803-345-9845 


Call or write for descriptive brochure 


into the case, then move out 0.005, then 
back to our original setting, then 0.005 
more until we get to 0.010 deeper into the 
lands from our original setting. Again we 
shoot three 3 shot groups at each of the 
five settings. Once again we determine 
which string of three looked the most 
promising and carry that on to the next 
round of neck tension. By now you 
should see we have a very systematic 
approach to developing a load for a rifle. 
Once you have established this primary 
setting you can make some incremental 
adjustments if you like. I think you will 
find that in match conditions this type of 
tuning will benefit you a lot more by 
making your loads less wind sensitive. 

James: What is your greatest moment 
in benchrest? 

Speedy: Well Boss, there have been a 
few. The most memorable was watching 
my wife Yvette win her first agg. It was a 
0.1952. That’s not too shabby for a first 
win. She had tried so hard to improve her 
game, coming home in tears many times. 
You know I am a very hard “Task Master’, 


Continued on next page 


STARKE BULLET 
COMPANY 


A very small company dedicated 
to producing the finest hand-made 
projectiles. Period. 


Large Selection of weights and styles: 
Seventeen caliber Varmint Bullets. 
BR and Varmint in .224 and 6mm. 
New in 2001, .257 BR and Varmint 

Varmint Bullets for 7mm and .30 


Precision swaged cores, plus or 
minus .03 grains, in Five diameters. 
Competitively priced. 


Soon to be introduced: 
.224 VLD: 70, 75 & 80 


For information: 
Starke Bullet Company 
P.O. Box 400/605 6" St. NW 

Cooperstown, ND 58425 
Orders 888-797-3431 
Q. & A. 701-797-3431 
www.starkebullets.com 
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Deep In The Heart Of Texas Part 1 - 
Speedy Gonzalez Interview 
Continued 


but to ride home with her that night and see the look of sweet 
victory on her face, reminded me of what this game is all about and 
why we work so hard at it. Our goal is strictly personal achievement 
and on that day Yvette had reached it. I was so proud of her that I 
took all her targets and trophy and had a shadow box frame made 
for it that now hangs in the shop for all to see. 

James: You tend to give credit to superior equipment, and I 
believe that you are being modest about your shooting skill. Are 
you giving credit where credit is due? 

Speedy: Modesty has nothing to do with it. Most who know 
me are aware that I don’t have a shy bone in my body. I have left 
many victories and points to the Hall of Fame on the table 
because I had not taken the time out to hone the skills I’ve 
acquired over the years. If you were to keep track of my shooting 
progress through the course of the year, I improve as we get 
deeper into the season. This is not from practice but because I 
have shot enough that my rhythm starts to return and I get more 
fluid at the bench. I start to feel the conditions change around me 
and start to pick up on the little things you hear going on during 
a match that alert you to impending changes of conditions. For 
the most part better equipment carries me through the first part 
of the year and when I get enough shooting under my belt I give 
that equipment the ability to perform its job and win a match. I 
would like to add that one of the statements I often hear thrown 
around is not as true as most are led to believe. That one being “ 
Most guns on the line are capable of winning”. I do not think that 


Bore & Action Cleaner 


Designed for Your Special Needs 


Removes Copper, Lead, Carbon and Powder Fouling 
Ammonia Free + Nonabrasive « Fast Acting 
Convenient 12 oz. Aerosol Package 
— Coming soon at a Dealer Near You — 


Of Course, It's by Shooter’s Choice! 


VENTCO INDUSTRIES 


15050 Berkshire Ind. Pky. + Middlefield, OH 44062 - (440) 834-8888 + Fax: (440) 834-3388 
Website: www.shooters-choice.com - E-mail: shooters @shooters-choice.com 


even 10 % of the guns have much of a chance of winning a Grand 
Agg. or a Multi Gun Agg. . I believe when that many shots are 
fired the true nature of the rifle begins to show itself. Those rifles 
will begin to open up their groups little by little like a cancer to 
the point that they have no chance whatsoever of winning. That 
is just my opinion after all these years of observation and owning 
several of them. 

There were more questions to ask, but I decided to save those 
for a later date. Speedy Gonzalez is well known in benchrest 
circles, and rightly so. He is the most knowledgeable shooter that 
I know personally, and was very gracious in granting this inter- 
view. I hope that he passed on some information that will benefit 
the new shooters and the veteran shooters as well. I plan to travel 
to Ft. Worth and visit his shop, write an article about his 
gunsmith services, and take pictures. This will be accomplished 
in the next few months. There is a new boss at SG&Y by the 
name of Ellie (Elizabeth). She is one year old and has Speedy 
wrapped around her little finger. (The good looking one in the 
first page photo.) 

James Mock 


SG&yY Precision Rifles 
870 Airport Road 
Roanoke, TX 76262 
(817) 430-0597 
www.sgyrifles.com 
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On The Best Ever 
Combination. 


1. Six Enterprises’ stocks - the strongest and 
most stable hand laminated stocks on the 
market...Specifically designed for the 
serious varminter. 2.Nightforce Scopes. 
3. Six Enterprises' adjustable rings & mounts. 
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BY BOB JOURDAN 


We had crossed the half-mile flat 
between the Pecos River and the first 
breaks, finding our way through the 
mesquite brush and scattered cedars, 
mixed with pale, blue-green prickly pear 
cactus. The purple shadows of dawn were 
quickly giving way to gray, providing 
enough light to see an occasional whitetail 
deer scurrying away as we moved into the 
rocky draws where we knew the bucks 
would be headed by full light. Our breath 
was frosty as we slowly climbed up 
through the rocks working our way up 150 
feet above the flats. We planned to spend 
the best part of the morning poking around 
high along the rim, moving slowly, 
stopping often to glass the bottoms of the 
little draws. This was Texas whitetail 
country at its best. 

This was back in the late “60s and I was 
with my twelve-year-old son, Mike, who 
was already an accomplished hunter in 
those rough canyons of west Texas. He 
had taken his first buck in this same area 
and was now anxious to find a better one, 
better than the small fork-horn of an 
earlier hunt. On this day he was carrying 
his new cut-down Savage M99 rifle 
equipped with the bright little Weaver 
K2.5 scope. And the cartridge was the fast 
stepping .250-3000 Savage. 

We knew there were a number of deer 
hurrying through the bottoms, heading for 
the draws where they would work their 
way up near the top before bedding down 
for the day. The first narrow draw showed 
nothing. But when we slipped over the 
ridge to look into the next draw we were 


The .250-3000, now known as the .250 Savage, 
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sits ybetween the 6mm twins, ae Winchester (. L) and 3 : 


: é name change. and: ts now the Buin Remington. The 
roma arte: 250s 17% below that of the two-twins, 


immediately startled by the clattering of 
rocks. Then we saw the gray forms of 
several deer jogging up the opposite side, 
not much over a hundred yards away, 
heading for an escape over the top. Among 
them was a fine looking buck, nervously 
lagging behind the crowd. We quickly 
dropped to a sitting position for shooting, 
and as Mike worked a cartridge into the 
chamber of his rifle, I picked up the buck 
in my 8x30 Bushnell binoculars. “Take 
him, Mike! He’s headed out!” 

Just as I spoke, the spiteful crack of the 
little .250-3000 echoed down the canyon 
and I saw the buck fold up in stride. Dust 
rose when he fell among the gray rocks 
and slid back a couple of yards down the 
steep canyon side on his way to the happy 
grazing grounds of thousands of bucks 
preceding him. The 87 gr. spitzer bullet 


loaded to just under 3000 fps had done the 
job just as efficiently as many thousands 
had done in the several decades of use all 
across the country. The buck was a young 
3x3, just reaching maturity and beginning 
to mix with the does of his harem. We 
dressed him out and started the long 
struggle of getting him out of the canyon 
and back to camp where we hung him 
in a big mesquite tree for skinning and 
quartering. 

During the next several years Mike 
took many West Texas jackrabbits and 
several other whitetail bucks, plus his first 
Rocky Mountain mule deer, all with this 
rifle and the .250-3000 cartridge. It turned 
out to be a great combination cartridge for 
any shooter, young or old. The recoil is 


Continued on next page 


The 1915 rifle that started it all for the .250-3000 cartridge, the Savage Model 99. It 
was the most accurate lever action rifle produced until after World War II when the 
first rotating bolt, front locking lug rifles were designed. The M99 was capable of 
handling cartridge pressures above 50,000 c.u.p., or 60,000 p.s.i., even though the 
.250-3000 has been held to only 45,000 c.u.p. 
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Too Good To Die: The .250 
Savage 
Continued 


mild, the trajectory is flat enough for 250 
to 300 yard shots, and it has been well 
proven on everything from varmints to big 
game, up to and including elk. It has been 
successfully used on even larger game in 
the far north, moose and big bad bears, and 
has occasionally been used on the smaller 
game of Africa. But it is at its best as a 
combination cartridge, an excellent choice 
for varmints, deer and antelope. 

There are not many .250 Savages seen 
today in hunting camps, and that is a real 
indication of the power of the press. 
Writers simply gave up writing about the 
sweet little .250 back when the 6mm twins, 


g 
% 
¢ 
g 


the .243 Winchester and .244 Remington, 
came out. Several of the big name writers 
had been playing around with 6mm 
cartridges, all wildcats, for some time. Fred 
Huntington, the entrepreneur noted for 
starting the RCBS company, was using a 
6mm based on the necked down .257 
Roberts case, and Warren Page, gun editor 
of Field & Stream Magazine, had picked up 
on one he called the 6mm Page Pooper, a 
sharp shouldered, longer necked 7.62 
NATO case squeezed down to 6mm. These 
were only a couple of the many 6mm 
cartridges being talked about shortly 
after World War II when the returning 
servicemen were getting back into sport 
shooting. They had been using the .250 
Savage before the war, but these new 6mm 
cartridges were something new and 
intriguing. Thus, in the mid-fifties when the 
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6mm twins showed up, the stampede into 
the sixes trampled the good .25s. 

In spite of how outstandingly successful 
the little .250-3000 cartridge has been over 
the past 85 years or more, it is a sad affair 
to see it being allowed to slide over into 
obsolescence today. Those who own a rifle 
for the .250-3000, now known as the 
.250 Savage, are having trouble locating 
ammunition in local discount stores. The 
cartridge factories are making only one run 
per year of this round, and then only in the 
100 gr. loading. It is listed as having a 
velocity of 2820 fps, but I have never 
chronographed any factory load that 
reached 2800 fps, generally more like 2700 
fps. But when hand loaded, the story 
brightens greatly. In good bolt action rifles, 
or even the very strong Savage M99s, the 
velocity can easily be moved up to 
something over 2900 fps, and with certain 
loads, a bit over 3000 fps, all with 
moderate pressures created with our newer 
slow burning powders. The 87 gr. bullets 
can be sent off easily above the 3000 fps 
mark, and up to 3200! This load strikes like 
lightning, whether on bounding jackrabbits 
or bounding bucks. And the astute 
varminters are finding the 75 gr. open point 
bullets are just the ticket for pure varmint 
work, moving out at over 3400 fps. 

The pure beauty of the .250 Savage has 
always been the mild recoil and the 
deadliness of the cartridge when used on 
small to medium big game. But during the 
early days of benchrest shooting it was a 
leading .25 caliber for accuracy. Back in 
May of 1950, Paul Dinant, San Diego, 
California, shot the world record accuracy 
mark for five shots at 100 yards, the group 
measuring .1057", center-to-center, using 
the standard .250-3000 cartridge. Of 
course, even back then good accuracy 
with a .25 caliber required excellent, 
round bullets, and Mr. Dinant handmade 
all of his. As benchrest shooting was 
really just evolving into a national sport, 
so were the cartridges that were being 
tested and used. That led to a number of 
wildcat .25s, mostly designed off the 
.250-3000 case. Today, the best .25s used 
in benchrest shooting have been crafted 
around the smaller .25 BR case with 
various modifications. 

The .250 Savage was designed from the 
very beginning with accuracy and high 
velocity in mind. It seems that the old-time 
experimenter, Charles Newton, had been 
playing around with the .25 caliber for 
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some time trying to come up with a 
cartridge that would excel as a long range 
woodchuck round. He had designed the .22 
Savage High-Power’that became commer- 
cialized by Savage in 1912, and in 1914 he 
presented them with his idea of a hot .25, 
the rimmed .25 Krag. Savage liked the 
idea, but the cartridge would not fit in their 
lever action Model 99 magazine and they 
certainly would not redesign the rifle just 
for Mr. Newton and his cartridge. Thus, 
Newton was turned away, but Savage went 
to work trying to come up with a cartridge 
case that would work in the Model 99 and 
use the .25 caliber bullet. The result was a 
cut-back .30-06 case, necked down to .25 
and announced as the .250-3000 cartridge 
in 1915. It had the 87 gr. bullet loaded to a 
new world speed record of 3000 fps, and 
since Mr. Newton had brought the idea of a 
.25 caliber to them, Savage graciously gave 
him some of the credit for designing the 
.250-3000 cartridge. 

Even though the 87 gr. bullet worked 
out pretty well for most varmint and deer 
hunting, it was always thought that a better 
load for big game would be the 100 gr., 
another idea that Newton was pushing. But 


Full Length Resize Dies $60.00 
PPC and BR. made from 420 sst 
hardened to 55Rc and cyro treated and 
are stocked in 15 different ID sizes to size 
your case to the size you need. 


Custom 90 Culver Measure 
6-90 Grain $140.00 


Designed for varment hunters and 
benchrest shooters. Designed smart not 
expensive and accurate as any. With its 
hardcoat anodized body, very durable. 


with the velocity publicity being what it 
was, even back then, it was 17 years before 
the first 100 gr. load was produced by 
Peters Cartridge Company in 1932. That 
load became an instant success and led the 
loading companies to marketing an even 
heavier load, the 120 gr. While the 120 gr. 
bullet had some advantage when it came to 
deep penetration in big game, it gave up 
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velocity in a rather large manner, being 
advertised at only 2645 fps, but actually 
chronographing something less than 2500 
fps in most hunting rifles. With our more 
modern powders of today, it is rather easy 
to obtain velocities of 2800 fps with bullets 
of 115 — 120 grs., and these loads are what 


Continued on next page 


Proof of life of the .25 calibers (L-R): .25-20 WCF; .256 Winchester Magnum, 
almost dead; .25 BR, the leading .25 caliber benchrest cartridge, a wildcat; .25-35 
WCF; .250 Savage; .250 Ackley Improved; .257 Remington Roberts, brought to 
commercialism from the wildcatters; .257 Ackley Improved; .25-06 Remington, 
resurrected from an original wildcat cartridge; .25-06 Ackley Improved; and the hot 
.257 Weatherby Magnum. Versatility of the .25 calibers in factory loads can be seen 
with the 86-87 gr. bullet loaded from a low of 1460 fps, to a high of 3825 fps. 
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Too Good To Die: The .250 
Savage 
Continued 


many of today’s hand loaders put together 
for use on large game, particularly elk. 

As the publicity zeroed in on the 6mm 
twins, younger shooters coming into the 
sport heard very little about the attributes of 


the great little .250, and of course sales 
declined sharply. In fact, it was not long 
before rifle companies ceased chambering 
for the .250 on a regular basis, making only 
an occasional run to fill backorders. 
Remington, for example, has _ not 
chambered for the .250 Savage since 1984 
when their fine Model 700 Classic was 
produced for only one year. And folks who 


An economy .250 Savage rifle, deluxe. This one started out as a military Mauser 
Model 96 Swedish. The action was completely sporterized, a used H&S stainless 
barrel in .250 Savage was fitted, and the original military stock was cut down with a 
pistol grip glued on and a high comb added. The forearm tip was thinned and cut to 
a schnabel form. The action has a Redfield scope mount fitted, and the scope is the 


Leupold 3.5-10X. 


own them today will absolutely not let 
them go. Then when Savage Arms dropped 
the .250 from the Model 99 line, it seemed 
to end the story forever. Today the only 
cartridge being loaded is the 100 gr., never 
updated with new powders and new allow- 
able pressures, and only produced sporadi- 
cally as mentioned earlier. This has 
resulted in fewer new cases being available 
for hand loaders, the savvy shooters who 
fully understand the virtues of the accurate, 
mild and deadly little cartridge. 

Back in the 1940s, P. O. Ackley opened 
the eyes of many .250-3000 shooters when 
he decided the case would make into a very 
unique cartridge by blowing it out to the 
full Ackley Improved shape, one with 
very little body taper and a much sharper 
shoulder. As many shooters know, a true 
Improved cartridge chamber will still 
accept, safely, the parent standard cart- 
ridge and this can be fired in the new 
chamber and ejected as the fully blown-out 
Improved case. Then the new case will 
hold several more grains of powder and the 
new shape will reduce back-thrust on the 
rifle bolt, thus allowing more chamber 
pressure to be safely used. And of course, 
the recoil goes up considerably, too. The 


EXPERT CUSTOM RIFLE ‘° 


BEDDING ___________/ 


$250.00 


I For $250.00 we will pillar bed your rifle, free float the barrel, seal the barrel chan- I 


pis ex 


Ber ee ee 


prazona Saag eariOn.| sic: 
N um Ht Rver 


ARIZONA AMMUNITION, INC. 


21421 North 14th Avenue, Suite E 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 


623-516-9004 Fax 623-516-9012 


I nel, and re-crown your rifle. We use top quality bedding material, our experience i 
tensive, and our work is perfect, insured, me guakaniced YOU WILL LOVE IT! 


www.azammo.com 


X 


PS — AUGUST 2002 35 


end result has been the .250 Ackley 
Improved, a short, compact cartridge that 
works in small, short actions and gives 
results well above the .257 Roberts and 
treading closely on the heels of the much 
larger .25-06. Mr. Ackley’s testing proved 
that the .250 Ackley shows the greatest 
percentage velocity gain of all the so-called 
Improved cartridges. 

Since Ackley recommended the .250 
Ackley for the 
Savage Model 99 rifles, many gun writers 


Improved conversion 


immediately claimed the conversion to be 
highly desirable and easily done. But since 
most writers are not gunsmiths, they 
misled their readers into thinking the M99 
conversion would be simple. Not true! The 
M99 has a very special rotary magazine 
that is cut from brass and accepts only the 
cartridge for which it was originally 
designed. The Ackley cartridge with its 
much enlarged shoulder diameter will not 
begin to fit the M99 magazine without a 
major milling job to re-cut that rotary 
cartridge holder. This is a tricky operation, 
but it can be done. It is certainly not recom- 


Continued on next page 
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mended. The best way to obtain a .250 
Ackley is to build up a nice, simple bolt 
action rifle that easily handles the 
cartridge. Most any of the short bolt 
actions will feed the Ackley cartridge with 
little, if any, conversion work. 

Getting back to the standard .250 


Savage, the most noticeable pleasantry of 


the cartridge is the mild recoil. It is notice- 
ably lighter than that of the .243 
Winchester, assuming the use of factory 
ammunition in both. We hand loaders seem 
to always end up jacking the velocities 
around, never staying with factory speeds, 
and any time we load the same bullet 
weight to the same velocities in these two 
cartridges, the recoil will be similar. 
Calculations show that factory loads with 
100 gr. bullets in the .250 produce fully 
17% less recoil than 100 gr. factory loads 
in the .243. This is exactly why farmers 
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and ranchers swear by the .250s and scoff 
at those who think the .243 is better. 
Ballistics charts show the drop of the .250 
to be only 2.3" more at 300 yards than that 
of the .243 when both are sighted dead-on 
at 200. My western rancher friends say 
they have trouble determining a two-inch 
difference out at 300 yards.... 

If we want to nit-pick the recoil differ- 
ences when considering hopped-up hand 
loads that bring the .250 up equal to the 
velocities of factory loaded .243s, we can 
certainly do so. It is well known that a 
smaller case requires less powder to 
achieve the same velocity as a larger case, 
within reason. Through too many calcula- 
tions to get into for this article, a powder 
weight change of two grains will change 
recoil by about 4%, considering the .250 
and .243 cases with 100 gr. bullets and 
velocities of 2960 fps. Therefore, when 
the same velocity is reached with both 
cartridges, the one with two grains less 
powder will have the 4% less recoil. This 
also means that if we go to powders with 
different burning rates, we certainly will 
change the recoil factor due to the differing 
amounts of powder. But in general, we can 
use the same powder in each of these cases 
and usually the .250 will achieve equal 
velocities to those of the .243 with several 
grains less powder. Therefore, with equal 
velocities, the .250 continues to show less 
recoil. 


The .250 Savage (L) has been much 
maligned by the .243 Winchester (R) 
even though actual performance on big 
game shows no difference. In the 
varmint field the .243 has the advan- 
tage, but at the expense of 17% more 
recoil. Those who shoot both are quick 
to admit that the .250 is noticeably 
easier to handle. 
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In today’s varmint hunting it seems that 
everyone is interested in shooting long 
range, that is, somewhat farther than 250 
yards. This is where very high velocity 
begins to pay off. While the fine little .250 
Savage can be hand loaded with 75 gr. 
bullets to about 3425 fps with 44 grs. of 
H414 powder, the .243 equals this with an 
additional two more grains of the same 
powder. Shooters normally cannot tell the 
difference between the two, even though 
the recoil and muzzle blast will be slightly 
less with the .250. Lighter weight bullets 
with fairly good ballistic coefficients (BC) 
can be used effectively in the .243 where 
65, 60 and 55 gr. bullets can be loaded to 
velocities of 3725 fps up to a sizzling speed 
of more than 4000 fps. Thus, the little 55 gr. 
bullet, at 4000 fps, will have a drop of only 
about two feet at 500 yards when sighted in 
to be on at 200, according to factory ballis- 
tics. This is really flat shooting, and is not to 
be denied in the varmint field. Even though 
this little speedster is amazingly flat, it is 
also the king of wind drift, drifting about 
25% more than bullets of 75 grs. And most 
shooters know that wind drift causes far 
more misses than bullet drop ever does. 

When considering varmint bullets in the 
75 gr. weight, both the .250 and .243 are 
routinely hand loaded with them. With top 
loads and both calibers sighted dead-on at 
225 yards, the slightly better BC of the .243 
bullet allows it to be !/2" flatter at 300 yards. 
The next bullet weight common to both 
calibers is the 87 gr., and hand loaders can 
load both cartridges to about 3250 fps. 
These two bullets from Hornady have BCs 
very nearly the same, so all trajectory 
features will be the same, or so close as to 
fall into the hair-splitting category. By hand 
loading with bullet weights that are also 
factory loaded, 80 gr. bullet velocities in the 
.243 can be moved up from 3350 fps to 
about 3400 fps, but the old factory loaded 
87 gr. bullet of the .250 can be significantly 
improved, moving from 3030 fps to about 
3230. Again, with hand loads and a 225 
yard sighting and a range of 300 yards, the 
.243 will be less than 3/4" flatter than the 
.250 when comparing these two bullet 
weights. Jumping on out to 500 yards, the 
drop difference varies from 1" to as much as 
6" depending on the BC of the bullet. On 
paper this difference might appear to be 
important, but in the real world very few 
shooters can determine the difference at 
that range. 

In great hindsight, we can get a direct 


comparison of how commercial ammo 
users in earlier days saw the two cartridges 
when used as varminters with factory 
loadings as mentioned above, with the .243, 
80 gr. at 3350 fps, and the .250, 87 gr. at 
3030. When sighted to keep the mid-range 
rise no more than about 1.8" above the sight 
line, the .243 would be about 2" flatter than 
the .250 at 300 yards, and the wind drift 
would be 2" less. When the range extended 
out to 400 yards the drop difference became 
more pronounced at about 6", and by the 
time the 500 yard mark came along, the 


.250 was simply out of the running with a 
drop of 12" below that of the .243. Needless 
to say, varminters started moving away 
from the .250, at least in factory loads. 

For use on big game with factory loads 
of 100 gr. bullets the difference between 
the two cartridges was not significant out to 
300 yards or so. When both are sighted to 
be 2.8" high at 100 yards, the .250 will hit 
less than 2" lower at 300 than the .243, a 
difference that is hard to hold for according 
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to those western ranchers mentioned 
earlier. And after using or observing the use 
of these two cartridges on many dozens of 
deer, I cannot find a difference in killing 
power. I have dissected most of these 
animals and investigated the bullet wound 
channels, and again, could not tell the 
difference. During this same time period I 
also used the .270 Winchester cartridge on 
perhaps 50 bucks over the years and did not 
find it to be particularly any more effective, 
even though I fully realized the recoil 
factor was about double.... 

When it comes to taking larger game 
such as elk, there has always been a contro- 
versy about various cartridges being used. 
It seems that people living on the land 
where elk are commonly taken can do so 
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with some very mild cartridges. The 
cartridges I commonly find being used by 
those folks include such pipsqueaks as the 
.25-35, along with many .250 Savages, 
.243 Winchesters, the old .244 Remington, 
now known as the 6mm Remington, an 
occasional 6.5x54 Mannlicher, and of 
course the .30-30. In the southwestern 
desert mountain country almost every 
ranch has an old .300 Savage that is consid- 
ered an excellent elk cartridge in areas 
where elk are found. In over 50 years time, 
I have never seen a belted magnum rifle 
in any ranch headquarters, and cannot 
remember any using the .30-06 regularly. 
True, some have owned ‘06s, but all 
consider them to be too much gun with far 
too much recoil for normal use. At one 
ranch where I helped work cattle during the 
hunting seasons when I would be there, 
there was an old .30-06 kept in the shed 
near the squeeze chute. The rancher told 
me it was there to use if some mean, blind 
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old bull might simply go berserk and go on 
a wild rampage. And as bad luck would 
have it, that day came while I was there one 
year and the rancher used the ’06 to save 
the day. Following that, the rifle was 
carefully replaced in the shed for any 
future use. Back in the ranch house they 
kept their hunting rifles, used for elk 
mostly, and they consisted of one old 
Newton .256 and a rather new Winchester 
M88 in .243 caliber. Cartridges for the 
Newton could not any longer be purchased, 
but someone in the local town hand loaded 
for them. 

When I hunted some in Utah, my friend 
who lived there had a nice collection of 
mounted heads in his home. He had been a 
guide in earlier days. On one occasion 
when I was admiring his nice full curl 
sheep and an excellent bull moose, he 
brought out the only rifle he owned. It 
was a Remington M722 chambered for the 
.244 Remington. He shot only the heaviest 
factory load for big game, including 
moose. That load was the 90 grain bullet, 
and he said he always got his deer, elk, 
sheep and even the big moose I was 
admiring with one shot each. He saw no 
need in using the big cartridges the dude 
hunters showed up with. 

The ranch I am most familiar with 
today is situated in the far northwest corner 
of Colorado and extends over into both 
Utah and Wyoming. I spend most all my 
vacation time there, in summer and fall, 
enjoying being a “drug-store cowboy”, 
plus getting to hunt over all their country. 
And this led me to taking care of most of 
their rifles, since they see them only as 
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working tools that are expected to function 
without extra care. When I asked about 
their cleaning rod, they looked startled, 
then explained that every few years they 
would get a piece of fence wire and 
straighten it out and use it as a rod. But, 
they slyly pointed out to me, they had to be 
careful when barbed wire was all they 
could find...! Yes, they do pull my leg 
some.... At one time I totally rebuilt one of 
their rifles, and wrote an article about it in 
Precision Shooting Magazine. It had been 
an original .256 Newton rifle, but when 
they could no longer purchase ammunition 
they had it re-barreled to a .250-3000. 
Their other using rifles included one M99 
Savage in .25-35, one 6.5x54 Mannlicher- 
Schoenauer Model 1903 bolt action, a 
couple of old and nearly abandoned 
M94 Winchesters in .25-35 and .30-30. 
Recently, their son purchased a lever action 
Browning .22-250 for use on coyote 
control. And a couple of years ago his cute 
little wife got herself a new heavy rifle, a 
Savage M10GY in .243 caliber. She had 
decided she needed more than the .22 
Hornet and .25-20 that was kept in the 
house for use on coyotes that came into the 
yard to eat the dog food. Everyone around 
the ranch grins when hunters show up with 
what they consider big-boomers, .270s, 
.30-06s, 7mm Remington Mags, etc. They 
all consider the .250 Savage the best of all 
calibers since the demise of the old-time 
.256 Newton. The .250 has been the ranch 
standard since it came on the market, aside 
from the old Newton. But since WW II, 
only the .250 caliber has been used for all 
deer, antelope and elk, and now that moose 
are showing up on the ranch, they plan to 
use it for them when a season might be 
declared open. The only really new caliber 
for them is the daughter-in-law’s .243 that 
she used to bag a unique three-horned elk 
the first year she had it. She told me she 

hit the elk as he trotted along at about 225 
yards away, but he only stumbled and 
continued. She quickly worked the bolt and 
just as she lined up on him for the next shot 
she saw him hesitate and start to go down. 
It was too late, as she wasted the second 
bullet on him. I might add here that she has 
been asking about the possibility of re- 
barreling the .243 to the .250 to reduce the 
recoil and muzzle blast. 

Today there are no factory rifles being 
produced in .250 Savage caliber, and of 
course this is the way cartridges are phased 
out to obsolescence. The best way to obtain 


a new .250 would be to have one custom 
made. And the most economical way to do 
this is to purchase a new Remington M700, 
or a Savage, Ruger, Winchester, etc., in 
.243 caliber and have it re-barreled to the 
.250. By doing this, all the original parts 
can be retained, but you will have the 
chance to get an excellent, high grade 
barrel installed. If you start with a custom 
action you will have to purchase all the 
other necessities, trigger, stock and miscel- 
laneous items to make it shootable, and this 
sure runs the price up. Then to enjoy this 
fine little .250 caliber means that you 
should be a hand loader. The only factory 
load is the 100 gr., but there are plenty of 
other bullet weights out there that will 
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make the little .250 into the mildest and 
best all-around caliber you could own. And 
if you happened to have followed the lead 
of so many writers and other exponents of 
those new big boomers over the recent 
decade or three, it won’t take long to get 
back to enjoyable shooting with the .250 
Savage. This outstanding cartridge is 
simply too good to die...and it is a real 
heart stealer! 

Keep shooting, and don’t get bruised up 
too bad with those big boomers before 
trying something much more enjoyable.... 

Bob Jourdan 

Staff Columnist 
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One of the last rifles to be produced in .250 Savage was the Model 700 Remington 
Classic in 1984. Those who own them will not part with them. But since the M700 is 
regularly offered in .243, one could easily fit a second barrel in .250 caliber and 
have an interesting switch-barrel rifle. Cartridge feeding normally requires no 
change. The scope was removed in this photo of the author’s .250 Savage Classic 
M700. 
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BY ALAIN MARION 


The whole thing started in my living 
room in 1993. 

Ken Westling had come in for dinner 
and somehow we got the idea that it would 
be great to spend a summer travelling 
across Canada taking in as many 
Provincial Championships as we could. We 
agreed to do it as soon as both of us had 
retired. 

I was put to pasture in 1997 and Ken 
got his gold watch in 1999. We decided 
against 1999 because of the Palma and 
2000 was the Millennium Imperial 
Meeting at Bisley. Our adventure was set 
for 2001. 

In the meantime match schedules had 
changed and it was no longer possible to 
do one Provincial Championship after 
another. Since 1993 however, “Palma” 
shooting in the U.S. had become extremely 
popular and that afforded an even better 
alternative. After looking at the possibili- 
ties we decided to do the Washington, 
Oregon, Colorado and Rocky Mountain 
Palma matches for the first leg of our trip. 
Then the Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
Island, New Brunswick and the Canadian 
Fullbore National Championships in 
Ottawa, Ontario for the second leg. 

Our departure date was set for May 16" 
from Vancouver, BC so I flew there from 
Ottawa on the 15. The trip got off to a 
great start; while packing my rifles for the 
plane ride, I broke the trigger on my RPA. 
After a few panicky phone calls, I had a 
choice between a replacement part and a 
new trigger, both of which were to be 
delivered to me at the Washington State 
Palma. I flew to Vancouver with no further 


incidents. Ken was waiting for me and 
after a lovely dinner at he and his wife’s 
favorite Italian restaurant, loaded the van 
for an early morning departure on the great 
adventure. 

We chose a route that would permit the 
least amount of double tracking so I could 
get to see as much of the country as 
possible. We left I-5 at Everett just north of 
Seattle on a grey and drizzly morning and 
climbed East into the clouds through the 
Cascade Range, breaking through into 
sunshine and warmth on the east side near 
Cashmere, home of L.E. Wilson Inc., a 
well-known name to anyone in the hand 
loading game. Being ahead of schedule we 
decided to pay them a visit and were 
treated to a full tour of the shop by John 
Morrison, a most gracious host. 

We arrived at the Tri-Cities of 
Kennewick, Richland and Pasco at 4:00 


In Oregon, (L to R): 


Charles Clark, Jay Brooks, Ken Westling. 


and checked out the range near Rattlesnake 
Mountain. There is a lot of water in the 
region being at the confluence of the 
Snake, Columbia and Yakima rivers but it 
didn’t take long to figure out why the local 
ball club is called the Dust Devils. The 
surrounding country is desert-like but with 
the added ash deposited by the eruption of 
Mount St. Helens, the area is susceptible to 
dust devils and storms. Although the dust 
worms its way into your clothing and 
equipment it fortunately doesn’t seem to 
bother the quality of the grapes at the many 
vineyards in the vicinity. 

We spent the first night loading for the 
match and while installing the new trigger 
I stripped the threads on the extended 
trigger shoe I use on the RPA. As a result 
the trigger was 5/8" further ahead than I 
like. Fortunately the next day was just a 
practice. We had been told that the range 
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element D 


record was 438 for the Palma course so we 
were naturally intrigued. It was all it was 
cracked up to be: manageable in the 
morning and crazy in the afternoon with 
wild winds and updrafts provided by a 
sizeable coulee cutting through the middle 
of the range and a slight downward slope 
from left to right. After trying to get used to 
the trigger and the conditions I managed a 
431 while Ken came in with a 430. That 
night we had dinner with Clint and Patty 
Dahlstrom and Fred Yip, all from British 
Columbia. 

May 18" was the first day of the match 
and the wind at 800 was trickier than the 
day before. The wind got progressively 
worse at 900 and 1,000 yards and I ended 
the day 3" High Master with 149,145,136- 
430. Ken was 6' with a 424. After the 
shooting was done, we paid a visit to Bob 
Gamboa’s palace on wheels where Otto 
Weber and Bob Pitcairn joined us to wash 
down the dust and make plans for dinner 
later that night at Las Margaritas near our 
motel. 

May 19" started nicely for Ken as he 
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tied the record for 800 yards with a 150-15x 
while I shot a 149. Things got more difficult 
at 900 and I managed a 147 while Ken got 
a 145. The wind at 1,000 defies description. 
To give an idea of how incredibly difficult it 
was, my 129 moved me from 4" to 2"4 and 
Ken’s 125 moved him from 6" to 5‘, The 
day seemed to include every known wind 
condition including a sand storm. 

May 20" was much the same with Ken 
finishing with a 429 for 5 in the Grand 
Aggregate. I had 427, finishing with an 8 at 
1,000, which moved me from 2"4 on the 
day to 4" and 3" overall in the Grand. Jay 
Brooks of Washington won the Match and 
Mike Maurer also from the Seattle area was 
1St in the High Master category with Gerry 
Tierney of California 24. 

The Washington State Championships 
were well organized and well run, particu- 
larly noteworthy since this was the 
inaugural event on this new range. The 
conditions tend to be extremely difficult in 
the afternoon particularly with the Palma 
155’s but for this match anyway, didn’t 
seem to favor one relay over another. 
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We had a few days available before the 
Oregon match and decided to spend the 
time in the Tri-Cities due to the great 
weather (we didn’t notice the wind in town) 
so we loaded ammo, got some exercise, 
shot pool did some wine tasting (Ken) and 
just plain relaxed. 

On Thursday, May 24'" we drove west 
along the Columbia River past vineyards as 
large as most in California and arrived near 
Oregon City, a few miles South of Portland 
and only a few miles from the range. After 
checking in we drove out to have a look at 
the facility, which is in a fairly urban area 
next to a swath cut by a high power line. 
The lay out is unique. The targets are up on 
the side of a hill, while the firing lines are 
in the valley below, necessitating a very 
steep angle on the firing point. The angle is 
correct and the mounds are grass covered, 
providing a comfortable shooting position. 
There are trees on both sides of the range 
that protect the wind flags. At long ranges 
much of the flight of the bullet is above the 
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‘All riflescopes are warranted forever. Burris Company, 331 E. 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631 (970) 356-1670 wwwburriscompany.com 


Free Shipping in the Continental U.S. on Any 
Ad Item Over $2503! 


LEUPOLD Nightforce 


VX-I (New 2002) 
2-7X 33mm Gloss 
3-9X 40mm Gloss .... 
4-12X 40mm Gloss 

VX-II (New 2002) 
1-4X 20mm Matte . 
2-7X 33mm Matte .... 
2-7X 33mm Matte Leupold Dot . 
3-9X 40mm Gloss 
3-9X 40mm Gloss Hvy Dplx 
3-9X 40mm Matte .... 
3-9X 40mm Silver.... 
3-9X 40mm Matte Leupold Dot . 
3-9X 50mm Gloss .............+: 
3-9X 50mm Gloss Hvy DpIlx.. 
3-9X 50mm Matte 
3-9X 50mm Matte Hvy Dplx 
3-9X 50mm Matte Leupold Dot . 
4-12X 40mm Matte AO Fine Dplx. 
4-12X 40mm Silver AO Fine Dplk .... 
4-12X 40mm Matte AO Leupold Dot 
6-18X 40mm Matte AO Fine Dplx. 
6-18X 40mm Matte AO Leupold Dot 
6-18X 40mm Matte AO Tgt Fine DpIx ......... 


6-18X 40mm Matte AO Tgt. Leupold. Dot .. 


VARI-X IT 
1.5-5X 20mm Gloss 
1.5-5X 20mm Matte 
1.75-6X 32mm Matte Ext. 
2.5-8X 36mm Gloss ..... 
2.5-8X 36mm Matte or Silver 
3.5-10X 40mm Gloss 
3.5-10X 40mm Matte or Silver .. 
3.5-10X 50mm Gloss 
3.5-10X 50mm Matte or Silver .. 
4.5-14X 40mm Gloss AO Fine Dplx . 
4.5-14X 40mm Matte AO Fine Dplx . 
6.5-20X 40mm Gloss AO Fine DpIx . 
6.5-20X 40mm Gloss AO LDot 
6.5-20X 40mm Matte or Slvr AO Fine Dplx 
6.5-20X 40mm Matte EFR Tgt Dplx 
6.5-20X 40mm Matte EFR Tgt Dot .. 
6.5-20X 50mm Matte AO Dplkx .. 
6.5-20X 50mm Matte AO L. Dot .. 
6.5-20X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot 


Long Range Target (30mm Tube) 


6.5-20X 50mm Matte or Silver Fine Dplx ... 


6.5-20X 50mm Matte Target Dot .. 

6.5-20X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot ... 

8.5-25X 50mm Matte Fine Dplkx ... 

8.5-25X 50mm Matte Target Dot .. 
Tactical 

6X 42mm 42mm Matte Dplx 

6X 42mm 42mm Matte Mil-Dot 

3-9X 40mm Matte Dplx 

3-9X 40mm Matte Mil-Dot .... 

3.5-10X 40mm Matte DpIx ... 

3.5-10X 40mm Matte Mil Dot . 


4.5-14X 40mm Matte AO Fine DpIx .... 


4.5-14X 40mm Matte AO Mil-Dot ............... 


Long R: Tacti 
M1 3.5-10X 40mm Matte Dplx 
M1 3.5-10X 40mm Matte Mil-Dot 
M3 3.5-10X 40mm Matte Dplx 
M3 3.5-10X 40mm Matte Mil-Dot 
4.5-14X 50mm Matte Fine Dplx 
4.5-14X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot 

Mark IV (30mm Tube) 
M1-10X 40mm Matte Dplx 
M1-10X 40mm Matte Mil-Dot . 
M1-16X 40mm Matte DpIx ... 
MI1-16X 40mm Matte Mil-Dot . 
M3-10X 40mm Matte Dplx ... 
M3-10X 40mm Matte Mil Dot .. 

LCS Competion Scope (30mm Tube) 
35X 45mm Matte (FCH or 1/8 Dot) SF..... 
40X 45mm Matte (FCH or 1/8 Dot) SF 
45X 45mm Matte (FCH or 1/8 Dot) SF 

LPS (30mm Tube) 
1.5-6X 42mm Satin 
2.5-10X 45mm Satin 
3.5-14X 50mm Matte Side Focus . 
3.5-14X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot 

Vari-XIII Numinated 

1.5-5X 20mm Matte IL. DpIx 
3.5-10X 50mm Matte IL Dplx or Mil-Dot ... 


4.5-15X 50mm Matte IL Dplx or Mil-Dot ... 


3.5-10X 40mm Matte M1&M3 Dplx LR 
3.5-10X 40mm Matte M1&M3 MDot LR .... 


Your Satisfaction Guaranteed!! Items May Be Returned Within 15 Days If In Their Original Condition And Unmounted. 


MUST Have A Return Authorization Number .. ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 


.. $899 


$899 
$899 


Al SRenas Ava lable for Immediate Shipment 


O wi T FM T/T-EARSS 


Fullfield 11 
3-9X 40mm bade. ses 
3-9X 40mm Matte .. 
3-9X 40mm Ballistic Plex . 
3.5-10X 50mm Matte 
3.5-10X 50mm Ballistic Plex 
4-14X 42mm AO Gloss 
4-14X 42mm AO Matte 
4-14X 42mm AO Fine Plex .. 
4-14X 42mm AO Ballistic Plex 
6.5-20X 50mm AO Matte 
6.5-20X 50mm AO Ballistic Mil-Dot 


Signature Series 


1.75-5X 32mm Matte Taper Plex 
1.5-6X 26mm Gloss... 

1.5-6X 26mm Matte .. 

1.5-6X 26mm Posi-Lock 

1.5-6X 26mm Electro-Dot 

2-8X 26mm Gloss 

2-8X 32mm Matte Posi-Lk 

3-9X 40mm Gloss 

3-9X 40mm Matte 

3-9X 40mm Gloss Posi-Lk 

3-9X 40mm Matte Electro Dot 
2.5-10X 44mm Gloss (AO) 
2.5-10X 44mm Posi-Lk (AO).. 
3-12X 44mm Gloss (AO) .... 
3-12X 44mm Matte (AO) .... 
3-12X 44mm Posi-Lk (AO).. 
4-16X 44mm Gloss (AO) .... 
4-16X 44mm Matte (AO) . 
4-16X 44mm Matte Posi-Lk 
4-16X 44mm Ballistic Mil-Dot .. 
4-16X 44mm Electro-Dot.... 
6-24X 44mm Gloss (AO) . 
6-24X 44mm Matte (AO) . 
6-24X 44mm Gloss Target .. 
6-24X 44mm Matte Target .. 
6-24X 44mm Nickel Target . 
6-24X 44mm Gloss Posi-Lk .... 
6-24X 44mm Matte Posi-Lk.... 
6-24X 44mm Electro Dot AO . 
6-24X 44mm Ballistic Mil-Dot .. 
8-32X 44mm Gloss Fine Plex 
8-32X 44mm Matte Fine Plex .... 
8-32X 44mm Silver Fine Plex 
8-32X 44mm Matte Mil-Dot .. 
8-32X 44mm Matte Ballistic Mil-Dot 
8-32X 44mm Gloss Rim Fire 
8-32X 44mm Matte Rim Fire 


Black Diamond (30mm Tube) 


6X 50mm Matte 

3-12X 50mm Matte (AO) 

3-12X 50mm Matte Posi-Lk 

3-12X 50mm Matte Tactical Mil-Dot .. 
4-16X 50mm Matte AO Plex.. 

4-16X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot .. 

4-16X 50mm Matte Ballistic Mil-Dot 
6-24X 50mm Matte Fine Plex .... 
6-24X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot .. 

6-24X 50mm Matte Ballistic Mil-Dot 
8-32X 50mm Matte Plex 

8-32X 50mm Matte Ballistic .. 


Tech. Support: 925.945.7962 


BEAR BASIN 
OUTFITTERS 


Premium Quality... 
Great Prices!! 
1-800-641-4470 


ZEISS 


Free Conquest Shooting Hat with 
Conquest Scope Purchase 


3-9X 40mm Matte (Z-Plex) 

3-9X 40mm Silver (Z-Plex) .... 
3-9X 40mm Matte (Turkey) 

3.5-10X 44mm Matte (Z-Plex) 
3.5-10X 44mm Silver (Z-Plex) 
4.5-14X 44mm Matte (Z-Plex) 
4.5-14X 44mm Silver (Z-Plex) 
4.5-14X 44mm Matte (ZRF) ... 


Vv 


Schmidt & Bender 


Hunti rmint (30mm T 


2.5-10X 56mm Matte # 8 .. $1249 
3-12X 42mm Matte #8 . $1159 
3-12X 50mm Matte #8 . $1229 
4-16X 50mm Matte 


Precision Hunter 


2-10X 56mm Matte #9 
3-12X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot. 
4-16X 50mm Matte Mil-Dot 


Poli r! I 


3-12X 50mm Matte All Reticles.. 
3-12X 50mm Matte All Reticles.. 
3-12X 50mm Matte USMC III. .... 
4-16X 50mm Matte S.F. USMC .. 


Springfield Armory 


4-14X 40mm Matte .223 Reticle ........ $329 
4-14X 56mm Ist Gen. 308 Gov. ......... $419 
4-14X 56mm 2nd Gen..308 Gov. ........ $499 
4-14X 56mm 3rd Gen. .308 Ill. .......... $619 
4-14X 56mm 3rd Gen MilDot Ill........ $619 
6.5-20X 56mm 3rd Gen Mil-Dot........ $689 


Bushnell/ 
Bausch & Lomb 


Elite 3200 
2-7X 32mm Matte 
3-9X 40mm Gloss 
3-9X 40mm Matte or Silver 
3-9X 50mm Gloss or Matte ... 
4-12X 40mm Matte (AO) Plex .. 
5-15X 40mm Matte (AO) Plex .. 
5-15X 50mm Matte (AO) Plex .. 
Elite 4200 
2.5-10X 40mm Gloss or Matte .. 
2.5-10X 50mm Matte 
4-16X 50mm AO Matte .. 
6-24X 40mm AO Gloss 
6-24X 40mm AO Matte ~” Dot 
6-24X 40mm AO Matte Duplex 
6-24X 40mm Matte AO Mil-Dot .. 
8-32X 40mm Matte (AO) Plex 
36X BR 40mm AO FCH-SPECIAL- 


3.5-15X 50mm SF (30mm Tube) .... 
3.5-15X 56mm SF (30mm Tube) . 
5.5-22X 56mm SF (30mm Tube) . 
8-32X 56mm SF (30mm Tube).... 
12-42X 56mm SF (30mm Tube).. 
BENCHREST 
3.5-15X 56mm AO (30mm Tube) 
8-32X 56mm AO (30mm Tube) .. 
12-42X 56mm AO (30mm Tube) 


— en) 


LASER RANGEFINDERS 


LRF ae eos $399 
LRF 1200 . vane $469 
Hardwoods Camo 
Saddle Cloth Case 
Free With LRF 
‘eae 


Laser 400 Fae enemies: $279 
Laser 800 Compact (Black) $309 
Laser 800 Compact (Camo) ... we $319 


Yardage Pro Sport $159 
Yardage Pro 500 DX . cose $199 
YardagePro Scout $289 
Yardage Pro Scout (Camo) $306 
Yardage Pro 800 Compact ... sve $279 
Yardage Pro 1000 $329 


Nikon 
Riflescopes 


Buckmaster Series 
3-9X 40mm Matte 
3-9X 40mm Silver . 
3-9X 50mm Matte 
4.5-14X 40mm Matte (AO) 
4.5-14X 40mm Silver (AO) 


Monarch Series 


1.5-4.5X 20mm aes 

2-7X 32mm Gloss ... 

2-7X 32mm Matte . 

3-9X 40mm Gloss . 

3-9X 40mm Matte . 

3-9X 40mm Silver . 

3.5-10X 50mm Gloss 

3.5-10X 50mm Matte ... 

4-12X 40mm (AO) Gloss .... 
4-12X 40mm (AO) Matte 
5.5-16.5X 44mm (AO) Gloss. 
5.5-16.5X 44mm (AO) Matte .... 
6.5-20X 44mm AO Gloss FCH 
6.5-20X 44mm AO Matte FCH . 
6.5-20X 44mm AO Gloss Plex 
6.5-20X 44mm AO Matte Plex 


WEAVER 


Classic V Series 
4-16X 42mm Matte (AO) Plex .. 
4-16X 42mm Matte (AO) FCH 
4-16X 42mm Matte (AO) Dot .. 
6-24X 42mm Matte (AO) Target .. 

Weaver Grand Slam 
4.75X 40mm Matte 
1.5-5X 32mm Matte . 
3-10X 40mm Matte .. 
3-10X 50mm Matte .. 
4.5-14X 40mm Matte (AO) 
6-20X 40mm Matte (AO) FCH.. 
6-20X 40mm Matte (AO) VR ... 


We also offer a complete selection and the largest inventory of 


Fax: 925.945.8103 


Leica, Swarovski, Trijicon, Sightron, Kahles, Docter, Pentax, Kowa & More 
Hours: Monday-Friday 7AM - 5:30PM PST 


Saturday - 8AM - 4PM PST 


Orders Only: 800.641.4470 


Visit our website for a complete listing of products & prices!! 


WWW.BEARBASIN.COM 


All Returns Less Freight And Handling And 
. WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRIC 
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trees so that if the wind is blowing it is diffi- 
cult to assess its strength. 

We practiced on Friday the 21%t and as 
expected, even significant wind changes 
were difficult to detect. Ken had a 441 and 
I had a 442. 

On Saturday, conditions were fairly 
tame at 800 and I was in a group of 10 with 
150, while Ken dropped | point. Things got 
much more lively at 900 and Ken had a 147 
while I had to settle for 145. Much of the 
same at 1,000, Ken’s 146 vs. 144 for me. In 
the 20 shot match at 1,000 it was even more 
difficult to read and we both ended up with 
193’s. Jay Brooks, who seemed to be on a 
roll, was top man for the day with a 642. 
That evening we enjoyed a barbeque at Bob 
and Janet Gamboa’s motor home parked on 
the range in a very pretty spot. 

Sunday brought much of the same and 
Ken posted 150,147,144-441 and I had a 


149,149,140-438. When the dust settled 
Jay Brooks was once again the match 
winner with Charles Clark of Denver in 2"4 
and Ken 3", My 140 at 1,000 relegated me 
to 8 place. 

Monday May the 24 was dedicated 
to a four-man team match and since 
there were only 3 Canadians (Bob Pitcairn 
was the other) we made Bob Gamboa 
an honorary Canadian for one day. Un- 
fortunately Bob Pitcairn’s rifle developed 
problems in the middle of the 900yd string 
and would barely hold the target. Had his 
scores been the average of the rest of our 
team we would have tied for first but as it 
was, we came third with 1720 vs. 1736 for 
team Machias from Washington. The last 
day was the only one that had rain, which 
might be some kind of record for the 
Northwest. 

The Oregon Long Range Regional was 
also very well organized with great facili- 
ties, beautiful surroundings, and superb 
hospitality. 

Since the next stop on our odyssey 
didn’t take place until mid June in Byers, 


Ballistic Idiot \y, 


Serious 
Competitors 


na . Goody . . 
YK IBS National Champion, Buiter: Dale Madeira 
Y2K NBRSA National Champion, Hunter - R.G.Robinett . 
Y2K IBS VFS Score Shooter of the Year - Jim Goody. . . 


eee | 
fete 


All BIB bullets 
are handmade to 
one standard: 


the BEST! 


Delivers! 


. (500-31X) 
(498-19X) 
. (498-20X) 
thank you all! 


R. G. Robinett ¢ P.O.Box 72 ¢ Madrid, IA $0156 For morE INFORMATION 


(515) 795-2906 * bibrob@pionet.net 


http://benchrest.com/bib/ 
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Colorado we headed back to Vancouver on 
Tuesday May 25". We arrived at White 
Rock, a seaside Canadian border town 
around noon and had lunch with our old 
shooting buddy from numerous teams to 
Bisley, Jim Paton. 

The next few weeks would be spent 
loading ammunition for the rest of the trip, 
sightseeing and one weekend for a Palma 
Team training camp in Nanaimo, BC. 

For the technically inclined, Ken used a 
Paramount rifle with a 30" MacLennan 
barrel with a 13" twist. .298 x .307. He 
uses Sierra 155 gr. bullets, Federal 210M 
primers, and 45.5 gr. of Varget in Lapua 
cases loaded .015 off the lands. My rifle is 
a R.P.A. Quadlock with a 30" Krieger 
barrel, 13" twist and .2985 x .3075. I used 
Lapua cases with Lapua bullets loaded .007 
off the lands, Federal 210M primers and 44 
gr. of Varget. 

The Lapua bullets I use are so long they 
will not stabilize out to 1000 yds in a 14" 
twist barrel. I reasoned that a 13" twist must 
be barely adequate so I had been experi- 
menting with a 12" twist. Unfortunately the 
groups I was getting at a 1,000 yds weren’t 


Continued on next page 
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Turso MK1 
22 Rimfire Actions SS 
R/B L/P « R/B RIP 


PRECISION “STAINLESS 
STEEL” RiFLE BARRELS: 
Varmint 
Black Powder 
Silhouette 
Sporting 
22 cal. thru 45 cal. 
TURBO CUSTOM 
COMPONENTS, INC. 
4219 W. County Road 
Odessa, TX 79764 
915-362-8001 


We accept Visa @ MC 
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as good as with the | in 13" barrel so during 
this time I switched back. More about this 
later in the next article after the Eastern 
tour. 

We spent June 11,12 and 13 travelling to 
Byers, the first time I have ever driven 
through the Rockies. On the way we took in 
the Browning Museum in Ogden, Utah as 
well as their factory outlet in Morgan. We 
got as far as Rawlins, Wyoming that day 
and when we got going the next morning 
the coat I had bought in Morgan, Utah came 
in handy as there was ice all over the van. 
We checked into the motel in Byers on the 
afternoon of June 13" and as had become 

. our custom, drove out to the range for a 
In Colorado, (L to R): Graeme Berman, Alain Marion, Mid Tompkins. look. It is a nice, open, “what you see is 
what you get” kind of range, which suited 
us fine. The butts are of special interest as 
they are encased in concrete with a slot in 
the top to allow the target to move up and 
down and the impact area is viewed through 
a window in the back. We would liked to 


eo a er es ee es es eo <=  - — 


@® PAC-NOR BARRELING, INC. 


Pull-buttoned, stress-relieved and hand-lapped in chrome-moly & stainless 
custom made, precision rifle barrels. 


* Barrel Blanks ° Fit & Chambering Services have had a practice that afternoon, but Bob 
* Contoured Blanks e ee & Fluting & Cryo Zamora, who organized the match, is a 
* Prefit Barrels * Muzzlebrakes, Add on & Integral : 


meteorologist and advised us there was a 
severe thunderstorm on the way. We took 
his word for it and were glad we did 
because on the way back the skies opened 
up with a dramatic downpour and bolts of 
triple forked lightning. The radio program- 
ming was interrupted with a tornado 
warning right in the area we were travel- 
ling. Ken thought that maybe we should 
stay in the butts rather than the rickety old 
AR ee wood frame motel. The storm had cleared 
 Itis no longer a question of of... by the next day, June 14 and we had a 
sf i How good are these rifles 7x Palma course practice. As expected the 
; range was challenging but fair. That 
evening we went for dinner with Johnny 
Franklin from Oklahoma and met our old 
friend Graeme Berman from Australia. 
Four members of the German team we 
came to know in Ottawa and at Palma were 
also in attendance and the match had a 
definite international feel to it. 
The first day of the match had more 
At : : difficult conditions than the practice. 
The question is now... “How good can you shoot?” Graeme won the day with a 441 while Ken 
and I were somewhere down the list with 


Most standard & hundreds of wildcat chamberings (.17 cal. - 20mm) 


For information write or call: 
PAC-NOR BARRELING, INC. 
99299 Overlook Road * P.O. Box 6188 
Brookings, Oregon 97415 6:30am-3:00pm M-F 
Phone (541) 469-7330 © Fax (541) 469-7331 
SEE OUR WEBSITE www.pac-nor.com * info@pac-nor.com 
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Whether you enjoy shooting High Power Competitions, Three Gun Matches, : 
varmints, or tin cans, Bushmaster rifles and carbines have quality built in - so you'll 431 and 436 respectively. 
get all the accuracy possible out. Our “mil. spec. or better’ manufacturing standards Things were easier the second day and 


ensure your Bushmaster will deliver years of durability, accuracy, and shooting 


satisfaction. A good tool will bring out your best skills, so take one out to the range pe Dene Sates EE Dee One yas 
atis will br! lls, , * th yj 
and test yourself today! 446 while Ken was 4™ with a 443. In the 


Above, our new 24" barrel Varminter “any-any” match at 1000 I shot a 196. good 
Bushmaster Firearms, Inc. The Best... Kea any-any” match at 2 
999 Roosevelt Trail « Windham, ME 04062 By a Long Shot model with optional scope & bipod. for 5 and Ken had 194. We both used our 


Tel.: 800 998 7928 * Fax: 207 892 8068 Your Source for AR Rifles, Parts & i i ‘ai 
: Bushmaster - First Qa i , ma rifles w - s. Afi 
www.bushmaster.com * info@bushmastercom Choice for Defense! E2= niw.< x Accessories. Call for Free Catalog. Palma rifles with 155-grain bullet ter 
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the shooting was done the Colorado Rifle 
Club hosted a barbeque for all the competi- 
tors. 

The last day of the match belonged to 
Johnny Franklin as he shot a 447. Ken was 
right on his heels with a 446 and I put up a 
443, good for 6. 

The Regional Long Range Champion- 
ship results came in with Mid Tompkins 
winning score of 1085-53, I was 1S High 
Master at 1085-50 and Ken was second 
with 1083-48. In the three day Palma 
Aggregate I won with a 1325-61, 70 year 
old Graeme Berman was 1‘ High Master 
with 1324-61 and 17-year-old Sherri 
Gallagher was 2"4 with a 1322-49. This last 
result is an example of the greatness of our 
game. What other sport would you see 
people on the winners podium with a 53 
year age differential? 

Again we were favored with good 
organization and fellowship in what turned 
out to be the most highly attended match 
ever at Byers. One of the more pleasant 
aspects of the shoot was the presence of the 
USA Young Eagles Team, a group of young 
people of which any country would be 
proud. 

On June 18" we headed off to Raton, 
the final leg of our western trip. We went 
directly to the range and met Skip Epp who 
was running the show, but no one else was 
around as yet. After checking in to our 
motel, we spent the rest of the afternoon 
touring nearby Sugarite Canyon State Park. 
The next day I wasn’t feeling well and Ken 
went to practice while I rested. That 
evening Roger Culbertson hosted a number 
of shooters to a barbeque at his trailer on the 
range, continuing the tradition of tremen- 
dous hospitality we enjoyed throughout the 
trip. 

We had shot at Raton in the 1992 Palma, 
and found the conditions to be fairly 
straightforward and readable, not requiring 
any “local knowledge”. Despite being at 
Byers the previous week, we were not 
acclimatized to the additional elevation at 
Raton and found ourselves a little short of 
breath, necessitating a little quicker let off 
than we usually utilize. 

On the first day the conditions were 
average with a wind that changed instantly 
but not drastically. Johnny Franklin won the 
first match with a 444-21 while I came 2"4 
with 444-20 and Tom Whitaker 3 with 
444-19. Unfortunately, Ken put an X on the 
wrong target at 900 and “lost motivation”, 
as he put it, finishing well down the list. 
Western hospitality showed again as the 
organizers hosted a meet and greet party on 


the range where we met some familiar faces 
as well as a lot of new ones. 

The weather was perfect the next day, 
fitting for the first day of summer, June 21. 
Alas I could not say the same about our 
scores. Ken, still in a funk about the 
previous day’s score, put in a 435 and I 
didn’t do much better with a 438. Nancy 
Tompkins-Gallagher was top scorer with a 
solid 446. That afternoon, Mark Trew from 
Pennsylvania, Ken and I drove to Taos. 
After doing the tourist thing in that lovely 
old Mexican town we had an excellent meal 
and drove back. The scenery alone was well 
worth the time and effort to take the trip. 

June 22"4 was another beautiful day and 
the conditions turned out to be the easiest of 
the three. The wind was changing from 
time to time but not for long, and you could 
wait it out. As it turned out I was 1°t for the 
day with a 449-31, Tom Whitaker 2d with 
447-32 and Ken, after an attitude adjust- 
ment was 3 with 446-26. 


eLive Varmint Rifles 


Coleman's Custom Repair 
Quality Work On Fine Target and Sporting Rifles 


e22 RF Squirrel Rifles 


eRebarreling eTrigger Work eAckley Calibers 
eRelining eBluing eWildcat Calibers 
eStock Work ePillar Bedding eTight Necks 


(Shipping) 3415 Hite Hollow Road 
(Mail) Box 218 
Deerfield, Va. 24432 
540-939-4609 
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The three-day Rocky Mountain 
Championship went to Tom Whitaker, 
1333-76, and I came 2" 1331-72, just 
edging Nancy who had 1331-71. Ken had 
slipped to 23" because of the crossfire and 
the let down that followed. The prize giving 
dinner was well attended and included a 
number of non-competitors who were there 
to rub shoulders and enjoy the fellowship. 
There was a wide array of prizes and I was 
fortunate to snag a scope stand made by 
Earl Liebetrau. Bob Gamboa, Ken and I 
finished the evening in an authentic 
western-looking, hole-in-the-wall bar 
where I had my usual sarsaparilla while 
they sipped margaritas—all while the 
jukebox played Frank Sinatra. A pretty 
weird combination for little old dead sober 
me! 

The Rocky Mountain Palma ranks 
among the best shooting matches I’ve 


Continued on next page 


PAIR 


Attention: 


deliver the accuracy that you expect. 


Accuracy minded owners of factory rifles 


If you are the owner of a Remington 700 VS, 
SS, BDL, ADL, or Browning A-Bolt, Winchester 
M-70 or any other factory rifle, you can benefit 
from our Accurizing service. For just $275.00 we 
will recrown the barrel with a match grade crown, 
adjust the trigger, pillar bed, float the barrel, lap the locking lugs on the 
bolt, lap the scope rings, and properly remount the scope. 
Your rifle can benefit from this work which brings it up to where it 
should have been from the factory. Give your factory rifle a chance to 


VA 


Phone: (803) 827-2069 
FAX: (803) 827-3908 
1200 Old Jackson Hwy. 


Jackson, SC 29831 e-) 
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Trip ‘01 
Continued 


attended in my 42 year career. The organi- 
zation is a well-oiled machine, the hospi- 
tality is second to none and there is stiff 
competition to keep you on your toes. As 
we drove away the next morning, I 
promised myself to come back. 

The trip back to Vancouver took three 
days as we chose a more circuitous route so 
that we could take in some new sights. This 
included stopping in at the Little Big Horn 
for the 125" anniversary of the battle. There 
were a couple of re-enactments in the area, 
but we stuck to the actual battleground 
where guides explained how the battle had 
progressed to the grand finale on “last stand 
hill”. From there we went due north into 
Canada and crossed the Rockies west of 
Calgary, through Banff National Park. 
Crossing the Rockies in the U.S. on 
Highway 80 you go through a high, wide 
pass where you don’t feel too hemmed in 
by the mountains. In Canada, the crossing is 
at a much lower elevation and the 


In Raton, (L to R): Alain Marion, Tom 
Whitaker, Nancy Tompkins Gallagher. 


‘ : — “= 
In Colorado, (L to R): Graeme Berman 
(age 70), Alain Marion (age 55), Sheri 
Gallagher (age 17). 


mountains tower all around you, with much 
more wildlife on the side of the road. From 
pictures, I knew the scenery would be 
breathtaking but it was beyond my expecta- 
tions. After an overnight stop in Kamloops 
where we called in to see a couple of 
shooters, Paul Rieben and Mark Anderson, 
we then drove on to Vancouver through the 
scenic Fraser Canyon. 

Thus ended the western part of our trip. 
I flew home on the 29" and Ken would 
drive east two weeks later and pick me up 
on the way to Nova Scotia. 


BIO’S 

Ken Westling—Ken has qualified for 13 
Bisley Teams to date and has been a Queens 
Prize finalist once. He has won two 


x ol skier east 


In Colorado, (L to R): Alain Ma 
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In Raton, (L to R): Tom Whitaker, Alain Marion, Skip Epp (Range Officer.) 
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Canadian Fullbore Rifle Championships 
and has come second twice. In the Grand 
Aggregate, he has placed first, second, and 
third, each on one occasion. For the 
Governor General’s Prize, he has placed 
second on two occasions. Ken is a member 
of the DCRA Hall of Fame. Ken’s father 
Gunnar, won the Queens Prize in 1960 and 
was a member of several Bisley Teams. 
Alain Marion-Alain has qualified a 
record 33 times for the Bisley Team (32 
times with a 16" or better placing). He has 
won a record nine Canadian Fullbore Rifle 
Championships and placed second and 
third five times each. In the Grand 


Aggregate he has won a record eight times, 
placed second three times and third five 
times. He has won the Governor General’s 


rion, Mid Tompkins, Ken Westling. 
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Prize three times, placed second five times 
and third once. Alain is the Canadian 
Champion of the decade for the 70’s, 80’s, 
and 90’s. At Bisley, Alain has won the 
coveted Queens Prize three times, for 
which he is a record co-holder (1980, ’83 
and °96). He was second in ’72, and 
third in ’87 and ’90. He has qualified for 
14 Queen’s Prize finals, an overseas 
record.Winner of the Bisley Grand Aggre- 
gate in 1990, he was second in ’73 and ’80 
and third in 2000. He was in the Top 50 of 
the Grand Aggregate 15 times, also an 
overseas record. He has one Gold and two 
Silver Medals in the Commonwealth 
Games Fullbore Competition and a Bronze 
in the Commonwealth Shooting Federation 
Championship. Alain is a member of the 
Order of Canada in recognition of his 
superlative shooting accomplishments. He 
has also been inducted in the Greater 
Ottawa Sports Hall of Fame. Using the 
point system for selection to the DCRA 
Hall of Fame, Alain has accumulated a 
greater total than the combined points of the 
next three people following him. 


Jewell Windflags 
INTRODUCING 


THE FLAG LEVELER 
Install on top of stands or poles. 
Easy and quick set up with circular bubble 
level. All aluminum with brass ball. 
Economy Priced. 


The wind flag above is a wind gauge with 
a pointer. A plastic tail is attached at bottom 
to gather wind, which moves pointer to a 
black or white velocity marker at top of flag. 
Stand or poles not included. 

Free Brochures 
PATENT PENDING 


963 Westwood Road 
Lockhart, TX 78644 
PH 512-376-9419 Fax 512-398-5524 


9 A.M. to 8 P.M. 
Mastercard, Visa accepted 
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American “Palma” Shooting: A Canadian Perspective 
BY ALAIN MARION 


When the NRA created the Palma class, most good National Match course shooters made the transition 
smoothly. 

Some however, find it difficult to place as well at the long range game as they do “over the course”. 

If, under easy conditions, you can break 440 every time, you will not learn much here. Still, it sometimes 
helps to be reminded of the things we already know. 

Thousand yard shooting with a .308 WCF has one thing in common with every other rifle game: the most 
important aspect of it is to break perfect shots. However, other factors, which can be treated casually with 
relative impunity at ranges up to and including 600 yards, become extremely critical at longer ranges. 


Group Centering 

Having your group as perfectly centered as possible gives you the most chance of staying inside the ten 
ring. 

Because of our service ammunition tradition, Canadians have had to learn to center a big group in a big 
bullseye. To achieve this, we have developed systems like graphing and the plotomatic which serve us well, 
under multiple squadding or team match conditions, especially at 1000 yards, where the group is the biggest 
in comparison with the 10 ring. 

In single squadded matches however, these systems slow down a shooter. Under such conditions, just 
plotting one’s shots on a target diagram and remembering the changes is the best way. 

Unless, the wind has obviously changed, chasing the spotter or centering the group on the last three shots 
are methods one should avoid. All the good shots should be used to determine the group center. 

Remember that you never make a group smaller by shooting at it. The last 3 shots may have had an influ- 
ence on where the group is centered, but they are just a part of the overall picture. 

Canting 

With no wind allowance on the sight, a one degree cant will move a group center 1/4 minute at 300 yards, 
1/3 minute at 600 yards and 9/10 of a minute at 1000. Since this is mostly horizontal, canting can easily be 
mistaken for wind changes and get a shooter in real trouble. Canting with a wind correction on one’s sights 
complicates things even further. 

Keeping in mind that one degree is one sixth of the angle of one minute on the clock, it is easy to see 
how a rifleman could cant unknowingly one degree on each side, which would open his group 18 inches, and 
lead him to think that he is missing wind changes. 

The best way to avoid this situation is to install a spirit level in the front sight. Most shooters are then 
surprised to find out that they miss fewer of these wind changes. 


Handloading 

Loading for long range requires more care. Consider this: with IMR 4064 a one tenth of a grain varia- 
tion will open your group 1/30 of a minute at 300, 1/12 at 600 and 1/4 at 1000 yards. 

For this game it is important to segregate cases in 1/2 grain increments, to clean the inside of the necks 
and primer pockets and to make sure that neck tensions are uniform. 

Powder charges should be weighed to the finest possible degree. Using just a measure isn’t good enough 
for shooting under Palma conditions. 

One thing to remember is to never settle on a rifle and cartridge combination until you have tried it at 
1000 yards. 

Very few of us have an unlimited amount of time to spend on shooting and related activities. One should 
therefore spend his available time in the most productive manner. A while back, I was talking with a friend 
who is an Expert class shooter. He was telling me that he had “prepped” 1200 cases. This included neck 
turning, primer pocket uniforming and flash hole deburring. When I asked him if he shot smallbore or 
dryfired during the Winter, he told me he didn’t have time. Frankly, his time would have been better spent 
honing his shooting skills than performing tasks the values of which are esoteric at best. Still, one has nothing 
to lose by going to such lengths, providing it doesn’t cut into your practice time. 


Wind 

For the National Match course shooter or the competitor, whose home range does not go beyond 600 
yards, it is difficult to work up the nerve to make the sight corrections needed for major wind changes at 1000 
yards. If one does everything else right though, the previous shots will be a reliable indication and he will 
learn to either make those big changes confidently or to wait for a known condition, if time permits. 

When you play the Palma game, especially at 1000 yards, all the group enlarging factors are amplified 
and cumulative. Since the 10 ring is 2 minutes in both cases, the bad habits that a shooter can get away with 
at 600 yards are much less forgiving at 1000, especially when the only caliber permitted is a .308 Winchester. 

Of the factors mentioned in this article, the most neglected seems to be the canting and the most misun- 
derstood is group centering. 

Riflemen who have found themselves in a lower classification for Palma shooting than they are for High 
Power could probably benefit from paying attention to these details. 
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BY JOHN CAMPBELL 


I was convinced that I had to have a 
1917 Enfield long before I saw “The Lost 
Battalion” on TV. But to be honest, I can’t 
pinpoint any specific instance that sparked 
my eagerness to own one. 

I suppose I have to write it off to an 
ever-growing fascination with the history 
of The Great War. The more I delve into it, 
the more I realize that an astounding 
number of events came together to create 
that conflict, and a stunning wave of 
technological developments sprang from 
its bloody turmoil. 

In fact, one of the most fortunate appli- 
cations of that war’s technology centered 
on the Enfield rifle. Its very existence was 
a major stroke of luck for both the British 
and the Americans. 

Long before the first shots were fired 
“over there,” the British government, and its 
arms development branch at Enfield, sought 
to match and possibly exceed German small 
arms technology. Toward that end, they 
designed a rifle to replace the Short 
Magazine Lee Enfield (SMLE) rifle and its 
.303 British cartridge. Their new rifle design 
drew heavily from the German M-98 bolt 
action (as well as the 1903 Springfield) but 
upped the ante against the ‘98 rifle with 
some innovative features of its own. 

For example, the new Pattern 1913 
Enfield rifle had a rear aperture (peep) 
sight on its rear action bridge instead of an 
open notch V-sight mounted out on the 
barrel. The safety of the Enfield was a 
rolling lever type, easily operated by the 
right thumb instead of a clunky flag-type 
affair on the bolt sleeve that had to be 


cranked through 180-degrees with two 
fingers. The bolt handle of the Enfield was 
also turned down and more conveniently 
positioned for rapid fire than the Mauser’s 
straight handle, which jutted out from the 
stock at 90-degrees. In addition, this new 
Enfield rifle was designed to use an equally 
new .276 high-velocity cartridge that 
would easily out-range the German 
8x57mm round. According to Datig in 
Cartridges for Collectors, the .276 was 
actually a .284/7mm caliber cartridge that 
fired a 165 gr. bullet at about 2800 fps. It 
was pretty much a ringer for the .280 Ross. 
And because it’s rim diameter was .517 
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inches, that necessitated a rather large, 
distended magazine box in which to fit five 
rounds. All in all, the new British P-13 
Enfield rifle was a pretty advanced devel- 
opment for its time. Then some crazed 
Serbian shot the Austrian Archduke. 
Before anyone knew it, the European 
continent was embroiled in a shooting war 
and all of a sudden nobody had any time to 
spend on small arms development. Arms 
production was the need of the moment. 
And English industry couldn’t address that 
situation effectively. It was all that UK 
facilities could do to produce more of the 
standard SMLE rifle, let alone tool up and 


With a pristine bore and the right cast bullet loads, this old 1917 Enfield will shoot 
surprisingly good groups at 100 yards. Even with the ladder sight’s large rear 
aperture and eyes that are over 50 years old. This Enfield is a 1917 production of 
Remington’s Ilion, New York, plant. 
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manufacture the new Enfield. For that job, 
England turned to America. 

Over here, the arms making firms of 
Winchester and Remington were granted 
contracts to produce huge numbers of these 
rifles, but the Brits modified them to handle 
the standard .303-inch cartridge. That, and a 
few other minor tweaks, created the P-14 
Enfield. And a lot of them had to be made as 
quickly as possible. Remington’s Ilion, 
New York, facilities were so overwhelmed 
with its production demands that the 
company converted an old locomotive plant 
in Eddystone, Pennsylvania, to handle the 
extra work load. Then, in 1917, things got 
even worse. 

America entered the Great War and, like 
mother England, quickly discovered that it 
didn’t have enough Model 1903 Springfields 
on hand to equip its burgeoning army. Nor 
could the Springfield Armory or Rock Island 
Arsenal manufacture enough ‘03s in the 
time frame required. So... rather than start a 
new manufacturer on building 1903s from 
scratch, the government consulted with arms 
makers who were already churning out 
millions of P-14 Enfields for England. It was 
their consensus opinion that the Enfield rifle 
could make up for the shortfall in °03 
Springfield production if it was converted to 
handle the U. S. standard .30/06 cartridge. 
Still, the tooling, componentry and the 
skilled workers already on hand would also 
have to be optimized and production facili- 
ties expanded. Geographically, Winchester 
had nowhere to go in that regard. So 
Remington volunteered to churn out .30/06 
Enfields at the same Eddystone plant that 
was already building .303s for the Brits. It all 
made good sense, and soon the “new” U. S. 
Model 1917 Enfield was being delivered in 
quantity. 

As a result, far more troops of the 
American Expeditionary Force carried the 
P-17 Enfield into battle than °03 Spring- 
fields. And regardless of Gary Cooper’s on- 
screen use of an ’03 Springfield in the 
classic movie, “Sergeant York,” it is more 
likely than not that the real Sgt. Alvin York 
employed a P-17 Enfield for his stirring 
feats of combat marksmanship. Although 
current opinions on which type of rifle he 
used are mixed, York’s unit was issued 
Enfields. But new information suggests he 
may have been using a borrowed Spring- 
field on the day of his herosim. Still, if he 
did wield a 1917 Enfield, why did Holly- 
wood make the switch to a Springfield? 

Probably for at least four reasons. First, 


the 1903 Springfield and the American 
doughboy are romantically intertwined. To 
conceive of one is to imagine the other. 
They’re both classic Americans. On the 
other hand, the P-17 has its roots in foreign 
soil. And it was often (and accurately) 
regarded as a stop-gap replacement for the 
real thing... an ’03 Springfield. Then there 
was that confusing bit about P-14 British 
Enfields and U. S. Model 1917 Enfields. 
Finally, it’s easy to accept the fact that 
the Enfield is a relatively ugly rifle... 
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X-truded 


Put the Fun Back 
Into Shooting! 


Few Powders Can Target Such a Wide 
Range of Applications with Such Accuracy. 


From handguns to rifles, and from black powder cartridges 
to IHMSA loads, KMP 5744 offers the widest performance 
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especially when compared to the sleek ’03 
Springfield, or even the M-98 Mauser. 
Frankly, it’s mostly that dropped magazine 
box of the Enfield that is so unpleasant to 
the eye. But those massive rear sight ears 
and the dog-leg bolt handle are aestheti- 
cally repugnant, too. Then again, such 
homeliness tends to fade with the passage 
of time and the mantle of history. I 
eschewed Enfields back in the 1950s when 


Continued on next page 


range of any propellant on the market. This clean burning powder is as at home in 
the 22 Hornet as it is in the 50/140 Sharps. It is especially well suited for use with 
cast bullets and in low recoil practice loads. 

What's more, XMP 5744 is designed to be position insensitive, which means 
this X-truded™ double-based. powder is more forgiving to you than it is to your 


target. For loading information or @iAccurate’ 


help locating a supplier near you, 
“Our Name Says It All” 


call 931-729-4207. 
5891 Hwy. 230 W. * McEwen, Tennessee 37101 * 931-729-4207 * www.accuratepowder.com 


Satern Custom 
Machining Inc. 


17 to 50 Caliber Powder Funnels 
"Aluminum and Brass means no 
static electricity" 
For a List of All of our Fine 
Shooting Products Email Us: 
saterncm@r connect.com 


A. 
sap 


Scope Head Adjusts Up and Down, Left and 
Right in order to scan the line of targets 


320 West Fifth Avenue North 
Estherville lowa 51334 


Phone: 1-712-362-4991 
Fax: 1-712-362-3422 
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Cast Bullets In The Great 
War’s 1917 Enfield 


Continued 


you could buy them for $12 each. Now, I 
really like ‘em... and a good one will set 
you back hundreds of dollars. This lack of 
foresight is why I’m a writer and not a land 
speculator. 

Be that as it may, I recently succumbed 
to my lust for a Model 1917 Enfield as it 
“walked by” at a local gun show. A quick 
inspection, the transfer of a few C-notes, 
and the old Remington-produced 1917 was 
mine. Overall, this rifle’s condition is just 
about 98%. What’s more, the workmanship 


is top drawer and the bore is like-new: 
Perfect for my intended purpose which was 
to shoot and enjoy a piece of American 
military history with cast bullets. 

To do that, I first cleaned the rifle’s bore 
thoroughly... just to remove any jacket 
wash that might be in there. It was during 
this clean up process that I noticed that the 
original factory blue had never been worn 
off the bolt body of this rifle. What’s more, 
the bolt face had absolutely no case head 
shadow from any real use! Other than some 
handling dings, this old Enfield was essen- 
tially as-issued. As a final pre-shoot step, I 
made a Cerrosafe cast of the bore to deter- 
mine the rifle’s exact groove diameter. The 
results of that were quite surprising. 


ANTHONY’S PRECISION RIFLES 
HIGH QUALITY RIFLE SMITHING 


Specializing in custom ... 


Benchrest rifles 
Varmint rifles 


Remington 700 / XP 100’s 


Pillar Bedding 


Call: Anthony Pettiti 
15539 Usher Street 
San Lorenzo, Ca 94580 
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As it turned out, this barrel was .310 
inches across the grooves. To me, this 
meant that the bore had to have been delib- 
erately made that large. Considering 
Remington’s reputation for quality and the 
rifle’s overall high level of workmanship, I 
simply couldn’t write-off this out-sized 
dimension... even as military production 
“tolerance.” Then my mind started to work. 
Which is always a dangerous thing. What if 
Remington had a bunch of unchambered 
.303 barrels on hand when it had to shift 
gears and start building Enfields in .30/06? 
To save time and materials, could they have 
simply chambered the barrels to “.30 
Govt.” and let things go at that? Accuracy 
would still be minute-of-Hun and foul- 
ing buildup wouldn’t be such an immediate 
concern for the combat soldier. A 
Remington collector friend of mine sug- 
gested another alternative. He had learned 
that in the usual Remington production 
environment, one machinist was often 
assigned to watch up to three rifling 
machines. And if one machine required 
attention (or it was time for a coffee break) 
the grooves of one barrel or another might 
have gotten a little deeper than specified. It 
was certainly possible. Then no less an 
ordnance authority than Phil Sharpe gave 
me the most likely answer. 

In his landmark book, The Rifle In 
America, Sharpe describes the 1917 
Enfield and, almost in passing, makes this 
comment: 

“Despite the fact that the U. S. changed 
the chambering tools to that of the .30/06 
cartridge, they still retained the large bore 
dimensions of the .303 British. Bore 
diameter was retained at .30. There were 
five grooves of uniform left hand twist... 
Depth of grooves was .005. Hence the 
average Enfield barrel measured in groove 
diameter from .310 to .311. A great many 
of these examined by the author measure as 
great as .313.” 

A .30 bore with a .310-plus groove. This 
helped me understand my Enfield’s curious 
bore size, but I still had to deal with it from 
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Ballistics Calculator 


Perry—SysTems 


www.perry-systems.com 
(for top guns - see why) 
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a practical standpoint. According to Sharpe, 
my barrel was apparently on the tight end of 
the scale at .310 inches. But I still had to use 
cast bullets of at least .311 diameter for any 
hope of good accuracy. A quick check of 
my mould list turned up a few Lyman 
“311” bullets that seemed to fill the bill, as- 
cast from their particular moulds. These 
were 311467 and 31141. Then I went to 
my .31 caliber list. Here, the pickings were 
much slimmer. Lyman’s old 311299 
checked in at .3115 inches and Redding- 


SAECO’s No. 305 was a strong contender 
at .312. I resolved to try all of these bullets 
in the Enfield, beginning with the one I 
had a good immediate supply of... the 
Redding-SAECO No. 305 180 gr. FPGC. 
To properly seat this, or any other cast 
bullet in the .312 diameter family, I decided i 


to use a Lyman .31 caliber M-die, rather 
than the standard .30 caliber size normally 
employed to expand case necks for cast & 


bullets in the .30/06. This was a wise move 
since neck tension turned out to be appro- 
priately moderate with these larger bullets. 


A Cerrosafe bore cast from the muzzle, left, showed the Enfield’s groove diameter to 

: be .310 inches. Still, a range of cast bullets proved accurate. Seen from left are 
Nonetheless, I held particularly great — Redding-SAECO’s No. 305 180 gr., Lyman’s 311467, the RCBS 30-165 silhouette 

hopes for the Redding-SAECO 180 gr. pytjet, and Lyman’s new 200 gr. 314299. At right, an Enfield-ready .30/06 round 

bullet because it had been a standout ith 374299 seated to depth. All cast bullets were fitted with Hornady gas checks. 

These hopes were soon dashed. For some 

reason it just wouldn’t shoot up to par in the 

were good to very good but nothing in the R = 

four-star category that I'd produced with Benchrest Guns & Highly 

1917 Enfield’s throat was somehow at the y Refined Rifles. 

root of the problem. 


performer in my 7.65 Argentine Mauser. 
Enfield, no matter what I tried. Groups ‘ Borden : World Record Setting 
the Argentine Mauser. It struck me that the 

But during my original sight-in work 


and testing of this Redding-SAECO bullet I i ae 5 

also noticed one frustrating aspect of the A ; ie 

1917 Enfield’s rear sight. Especially for : SWAROVSKI 
those of us who would shoot these rifles NE : ih et 

with cast bullets in the 1300 to 1700 fps. ™ . Authorized Dealer 
velocity range. First off, I found that you v f£/ 
can’t use the fixed battle aperture rear sight 
because bullet impact is way too low at cast 
bullet velocities. My response to that was 
to flip up the Enfield’s slide-adjustable 
aperture ladder sight. After a few shots, I ve PA , , 
discovered that indexing the “9” setting Nhe ; Synthetic Stocks 
(900 yds.) put the point of impact a few ‘ : 
inches too high to hit an 8.5x1 1-inch target. _ 
On the other hand, the “8” setting (800 ) ———— 
yds.) was okay for loads that ran about § RDEN R l l CS 
1500 to 1600 fps., but was too low for loads a 
in the 1200 to 1400 fps. range. I needed RR #1 Box 250 BC « Springville, PA 18844 
something in between. Phone (570) 965-2505 « Fax: (570) 965-2328 


www.bordenrifles.com * Rimrock:.www.rimrockstocks.com 
e-mail: info@bordenrifles.com 
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Ne-si-kKa (nehSEEkah) 1. Native American 
term for ours. 2. A scenic bay on the Puget Sound. 
3. The correct action for achieving small groups. 


Nesika’s New Model J Action 
$900.00 


Featuring the Jim "Borden Bumps" 
(patent pending). Designed to yield less 
than .001" clearance when in locked 
position, yet opens to allow plenty of 


A clearance for smooth operation. 
\ \ a" Best value on the market today- 
' . nothing like it anywhere in the world. 
i Once you’ve tried Nesika, 


you'll never go back. 


Nesika Bolts 
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chromemoly steel 

¢ Machined from a 


Nesika Receivers 

e Hardened 15-5 
stainless steel receiver 

¢ Machined in-house 


single billet using state-of-the-art 
¢ Single piece CNC and EDM 
construction technology 


eliminates failures 


Nesika actions are available in left-handed configuration at no extra charge. 
Call and ask about our money back guarantee. 


(360)297-5555 www.nesika.com 
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Cast Bullets In The Great 
War’s 1917 Enfield 
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The problem with that was that the 
notch detents in the Enfield’s ladder didn’t 
allow for a middle ground setting. The only 
way around the problem was to remove the 
sight ladder and cut a new notch in between 
the 800 and 900 yard notches. This worked 
like a charm and only took about 15 
minutes. All I did was remove the sight 
ladder, confirm the locations of the 800 and 
900 yard notches and then move the slide 
up and out of the way. With the sight ladder 
in a padded vise, I simply filed a new notch 
mid-way between the 800 and 900 yard 
notch locations. The area available to do 
this is not great, but with a little care, the 
small groove that’s necessary can be easily 
cut with a jeweler’s file. After reassembly 
of the sight and range testing this new 
“middle notch,” my bullets began to drop 
on the mark for elevation with any load in 
the 1200 to 1400 fps. zone. 

Still, the Redding-SAECO 180 gr. 
bullet didn’t group as well as I thought it 
should in the Enfield. But I didn’t take time 
to sulk. I just moved on to another bullet: 
Lyman’s discontinued 311467. 

With the right load, this bullet was 
good. Very good. But it seemed that if I 
strayed out of the 1400 to 1500 fps. 
velocity zone, things opened up fairly 
quickly. Still, the 311467’s multi-lube- 
grooved Loverin design allowed all the 
speed I wanted with very little to no bore 
leading. But even with good success at this 
point, the thought still nagged me that this 
rifle should shoot like a varminter with that 
pristine bore. All I had to do was find the 
right bullet. 

That’s when I decided to think outside 
the box and give the RCBS 30-165 silhou- 
ette bullet a try. Mostly because it has 
proven extremely accurate in every .30 
caliber rifle I own. That was the good news. 
The bad news was that my RCBS mould 
casts this bullet at .309 maximum... which 
is about .002 of an inch smaller than what I 
wanted. “It’s just not gonna shoot,” I told 
myself. But the general form of this bullet 
did follow the original military spitzer 
design... sort of. So, I loaded some of these 
RCBS165 gr. silhouette bullets for a test. 

As you might expect, they shot great! 
Groups of 1.25 inches or less at 100 yards 


Continued on next page 
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To put the old Enfield on-target at 
100 yards with lower cast bullet 
velocities, a new ladder sight setting 
had to be created between the 800 
and 900 yard marks. Note reference 
mark slightly above the “8.” 


file a new notch, seen 
as bright metal here, in 
between the 800 and 900 
yard notches of the sight 
staff. This put cast bullets 
on target at 100 yards. Most 
time involved: confirming 
location of 800 and 900 
yard notches. 


Six exciting new caliber choices! 
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Cast Bullets In The Great 
War’s 1917 Enfield 


Continued 


were no trick at all. Especially with 4198 or 
AA-9 powders. But the question “why?” 
still hung in my mind. Experience told me 
this shouldn’t be happening. A .309 bullet 
banging along down a .310 rifle bore 
should not shoot for beans. But it did. Then, 
ever so slowly, it hit me. Sure, these bullets 
were indeed .309 diameter... but I’d fitted 
Hornady gas checks and lubed them in a 
.311 H&I die. When I did that, I had effec- 
tively created a .311 diameter base/driving 
band for my “undersize” .309 bullet. 
Chamber pressure did the rest. That was the 
reason it performed well. Later, I boldly 
tried crimping on the gas checks and lubing 
with a .312 H&I die and got even better 
accuracy (although lube “leakage” up the 
bullet shank is a minor problem). 

Then it dawned on me to try Lyman’s 
old 311299. It was originally designed for 
the .303 British and cast about .312 from 
my old mould. I was really encouraged 
when the nose section of this bullet slid into 
the bore of my Enfield with almost no 
clearance to spare. A perfect “alignment 
fit” I thought. And shooting this bullet was 
an improvement even over the 165 gr. 
RCBS. As long as I pushed the old 311299 
to 1400 fps. or better, it would turn in 
groups of around 2.10 inches at 100 yards 
with the ladder sight aperture. This perfor- 
mance got me thinking even more. 

I had made a previous mental note that 
Lyman redesigned the old 311299 and 
reintroduced it as the 314299 bullet... 
probably to work better in all the SMLEs 
that have flooded the country recently. 
Would this bullet shoot even better in the 
1917 Enfield? I had to know. After order- 
ing a mould and casting some bullets, I 
checked them for dimensions. As adver- 
tised, the 314299 cast about .314 from the 
mould. That would make a nicely lubed 
.312 bullet for the old Enfield, I mused. 
Then I tried to slide the bullet’s nose 
section into the Enfield’s bore. It went in 
with slight resistance. The parallel sides of 
the bullet nose firmly contacted the top of 
the lands. My vernier caliper showed the 
nose of the old 311299 was .300 inches in 
diameter while the new 314299 measured 
.302 inches. Great! The 314299 could be 
seated out to engrave some rifling! But to 
my mild surprise, it couldn’t be seated out 
too far without binding as the bolt closed. 


As it was, I had to be happy with an overall 
cartridge length of 3.207 inches. When this 
length round is chambered in my 1917 
Enfield, the bullet nose just scuffs up into 
the rifling of the throat. 

At the 100-yard range, this arrangement 
was the magic I had been searching for. The 
old Enfield shot groups of 1.15 inches with 
21 grs. of 2015 powder at 1437 fps. And it 
would have done better with a small 
aperture and a shooter who had 20/20 
vision. Loads with 4198 and Unique proved 
to be very accurate as well. It just proves, 
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once again, that persistence pays off. 
Eventually. 

Now, wherever I go to the range to shoot 
the old Enfield, I make a mystic connection. 
As I work the bolt and squint through that 
ladder sight I can sense the history that 
created this rifle during America’s first year 
of involvement in the War To End All Wars. 
It’s a tangible bond. It feels like oiled 
walnut and blued steel. And it vaguely 
smells like Cosmoline. Altogether, good 


stuff. 
@ 


Cast Bullet Loads For the 1917 U. S. Enfield, .30/06 


Bullet Weight Powder 
RCBS 308-165 165 grs. 4227 
4198 
2015 

SAECO 31-180 180 grs. Herco 
4759 

Lyman 311467 180 grs. AA-9 
4198 
Lyman 314299 200 grs. 4198 
2015 

Unique 


») 


\ 
——— 


Charge Primer Velocity 
15 grs. WLR 1335 
17 WLR 1429 
18 WLR 1311 
11 grs. WLR 1330 
13 WLR 1270 
13ers. CCI 250 1390 
17 CCI 250 1410 
21 grs. WLR 1587 
21 WLR 1437 
13 WLR 1401 
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BY DICK WRIGHT 


I had an unusually good day a few 
weeks ago. It was the dead of Michigan 
winter... a seemingly endless Michigan 
winter. Although the temperatures and 
amount of snowfall had been moderate by 
normal standards, it was still too #@$*&# 
cold and windy to have any fun shooting 
at all. All winter I had sat at my computer, 
working on articles, irritating folks on 
Benchrest Central, surrounded by a ton of 
good benchrest equipment and wanting 
nothing more than to spend a few days 
shooting on the little range just outside 
my office door. 

It was a Tuesday and “day bright- 
eners” would come that day via the post 
office and the “Brown Truck” (sans 
Jarrett). Two fairly large packages arrived, 
one contained a sampling of the products 
made by Edgewood Shooting Bags, the 
other contained a Wind Probe. They had 
been sent to me to use and to write about. 

I opened the Edgewood package and, 
much to Mrs. Wright’s consternation, 
covered our round oak dining table with 
the various items therein. There were two 
rear bags, very well made and decorated 
with Cordura ears and inlays in a manner 
that was most attractive. 

There were two front bags of a 
different design than I had seen and a 
“Snake”, a long leather tube about an inch 
and a half in diameter, three feet or so 
long and filled with sand. There was also 
a bolt holster of much more elaborate 
construction than I had ever seen. This is 
definitely a bolt holster for the carriage 
trade. 


There was an elbow pad for use at the 
bench that was beautifully made. See 
picture. I will use this one as long as I 
shoot. 

I knew what was in the Wind Probe 
box, sent by Gene Beggs. I met Gene at 
the NBRSA Nationals last fall. He had 
shown me the Probes that were set up on 
the range and said he would send me one 
to use when he got everything perfected. 
See picture. These are really different 
from the wind flags that most of us have 
used for years. 

My first surprise came when I opened 
the box from Gene. The Probe was not 
assembled. I, who never buy anything that 
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has to be put together, had to assemble 
this thing if I wanted to use it. Sur- 
prisingly, it went together very easily. 
Trust me, if I can do it, no one will have 
any problems assembling Probes. Be- 
sides, an assembled Probe is the size of a 
kitchen stove...well, sorta. Broken down, 
they are small enough to easily ship. 

The Probe sat in the living room for a 
couple of days till Mrs. Wright firmly told 
me to move it. Since then it has resided 
just outside or in my office where I can 
keep an eye on it. Visitors come in and 
say, “What in ‘ell is that?” 


Continued on next page 


My “Gatorhead” rear bag with the I.B.S. legal solid bottom. Also, two types of front 


bags by Edgewood. 
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Spring on Nester Lake — 
Wherein: We Get To Try 
Some Really Good Stuff 


Continued 


I have a horizontal steel cabinet in my 
office. It looks like a day bed but is 
actually a gun safe. The top is normally 
cluttered with shooting paraphernalia both 
due to my messy nature and, also, to 
camouflage the safe and the contents 
therein. Atop the safe I have a piece of 
plywood upon which sets my best bench 
gun on my best front rest and rear bag. 

When the Edgewood bags came, I put 


the “Gatorhead” model (see picture) under 
the rear of my Scott-Scoville LV gun and 
behind my Farley front rest. I like to have 
the gun sitting on the rests year round to 
make sure the rifle and bags kinda mold 
themselves together till they fit each other 
perfectly. 

The Edgewood stuff and the Probe sat 
here in my office for a few more weeks till 
it was time to leave for Dublin, Georgia 
and the Shamrock shoot put on by the Mid 
Georgia Gun Owners Association. The 
shoot is held on the St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend as part of the town’s annual St. 
Patty’s festival. This trip was chronicled in 
a recent issue. I used the Edgewood 


Edgewood products...the Snake and the elbow pad and the bolt holster. These are 


just beautifully done. 
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“Gator Head” bag and loved it. I didn’t 
take the Probe because I hadn’t had a 
chance to learn to use it on my own range 
and didn’t want to shoot like an idiot the 
first time I used it in competition. 

I used the Edgewood “Gator Head” at 
the Shamrock and found I liked it very 
much. It provided a heavy, stable base for 
my little rifle. More on this shortly... 

Fast forward to mid-April. After a 
couple of late season snow storms we 
finally have weather that is decent enough 
to enjoy shooting. Our lake, which was 
frozen all winter, has thawed and there are 
now ducks and geese coming and going. 
The sound of geese spending a night on 
our lake is a Northwoods sound that has 
been dear to my heart for many decades. 
Now buds appear on trees and summer 
birds show up at our feeders. 

It is now time to clean up my shooting 
bench and gun cleaning station and move 
equipment out to them. Although spring 
brings high winds and rain, there are 
always days of sun and gentle breezes. 
These are complemented by bird song, the 
solitude of the Northwoods and the racket 
of the resident ducks and geese. This 
previously frigid, now idyllic, atmosphere 
invites me to the bench and makes 
shooting comfortable and fun and I do so. 

The following relates my experiences 
so far this spring with the Edgewood 
products and the Wind Probe... 


EDGEWOOD SHOOTING BAGS 
Jack Snyder, owner of Edgewood 
Shooting Bags, makes bags that are quite 
different from the ones we have been 
using for years. I saw the first one at 
the NBRSA Nationals at Kelbly’s last 
September. It was a most attractive combi- 


The standard rear bag by Edgewood 
with the optional Cordura inlay. 
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nation of leather and Cordura. My 
reaction was “That’s gorgeous. Where’d it 
come from?” 

I asked around some and found out. 

Besides being very attractive, one of the 
differences in the Edgewood bags is that 
Jack makes them himself, in his own shop. 
What that means to you, gentle reader, is 
that, within the realm of sensible, you can 
order one and get anything you want. 

An example of this is the bottom of the 
bag. Many Edgewood bags have a thick 
leather bottom that has the center cut out, 
forming a ring. This distributes the weight 
around the outside edge and, at least in 
theory, keeps the bag from moving on the 
bench. Good idea! 

Alas, last winter that ring started a 
major controversy on the Benchrest Central 
web site of our beloved internet. (Thanks, 
Al Gore) Benchrest Central is what 
benchrest shooters do when they are not 
shooting and, I suspicion, sometimes when 
they should be shooting. 

After a day or two of discussion about 
rear bags with rings, everybody on 
Benchrest Central had an opinion. There 
was a pro-Edgewood camp and a con- 
Edgewood camp and another, probably 
larger, camp that simply wished the 
subject would go away. Harsh words were 
exchanged and duels were fought. 
Brothers swore never to talk to each other 
again. There was word of calling a special 
meeting of the U.N. General Assembly... 

O.K. so I’m exaggerating a little... but 
read on. This last winter the I.B.S., in a 
Board meeting, decided to declare all 
bags with bottom rings illegal for I.B.S. 
competition. 

Say you are an I.B.S. shooter and want 
to buy a new bag or to use the Edgewood 
you've got, all you have to do is the same 
thing I did. I ordered my Edgewood bag 
with a solid bottom. I’m certain the intent 
of the ruling was not to outlaw the 
Edgewood brand, just bags with hard 
leather rings on the bottom. My own bag 
has no ring and therefore must be legal. 

And what a bag it is... It is made in the 
“hump” style pioneered by Russ Haydon 
Shooters’ Supplies some time ago. If you 
haven’t seen a hump, think of a shooting 
bag the size of a loaf of bread with bunny 
ears. I like and have used the hump for 


the changes when he made my bag. 

This bag is made of leather in two 
shades of brown. It has black Cordura 
bunny ears and a big black Cordura inlay on 
top. The sides are reinforced to provide 
maximum stability as a gun platform. The 
bag tapers, the bottom being considerably 
wider than the top. The heavy, hard leather 
bottom has rough suede that really gloms 
onto the bench top. I filled my bag with 
Zircon sand which is much heavier than the 
normal stuff. (Get Zircon from Russ 
Haydon or Sinclair’s) It now weighs about 
sixteen pounds and needs just a little more 
sand before the Super Shoot. 

I have been a firm believer in really 
heavy front rests and rear bags for some 
time. They make my gun feel much more 
stable when it sets in them. They can be a 
pain for the old bones to lug around and it 
helps to build yourself a benchrest cart like 
I did. My Farley front rest and the 
Edgewood fit easily in the cart and the big 
pneumatic tires make it easy to drag around 
matches. 

Jack Snyder calls this version the “Gator 
Head”. It sure looks like one. 

Should you desire a more conventional 


JLC PRECISION 
Jim Carstensen 
13095 450th Avenue 
Bellevue, lowa 52031 
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bag, Edgewood makes that too. See picture. 
If you want the standard model, it goes for 
about $45.00 and shipping. With inlays as 
pictured, it’s fifteen bucks more and really 
pretty. 

The bags come short, medium and tall 
as do the ears. You can pretty much order 
what you want because Jack is going to 
make it for you after you order it. You want 
black leather and pink Cordura... I don’t 
know... ask him. The point is Jack will 
custom make your bag for you. I suggest 
the solid bottom like mine for both 
maximum stability and to keep I.B.S. 
referees from getting excited. 

So far, shooting with the bag has been 
illuminating...the wide bottom and weight 
give it a solid feel and stability that I really 
like. There are three rows of stitches 
between the low bunny ears and the rifle 
fits therein perfectly. Everything feels so 
solid that it gives me a feeling of confi- 
dence that I really need. Will it make me a 
better benchrest shooter? I think... maybe 
by a little tiny percentage. You gotta 
realize, this sport progresses in tiny incre- 


Continued on next page 
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years, ever since Russ started to sell them. 
But I had a few ideas for changes, little 
things that might improve the bag’s and my 
performance. Jack incorporated some of 
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ments. We re-invent every little thing over 
and over till it gets just a little better. In my 
opinion, there’s a lot more that could be 
done if it weren’t for some of the rules 
which seem to stifle invention. 

A few months ago, my friend and 
colleague, Jake Gottfredson, wrote an 
article in which he lamented the lack of 
pure invention in benchrest. He submitted 
that the current rules suffered both from 
vagueness and, also, from overly enthusi- 
astic enforcement by some referees and 
shooters. Other rules seem needlessly 
precise and specific to the extent that they 


seem to prohibit invention and originality. 
To say that I agree with Jake is understate- 
ment. I have no idea how a man with this 
much common sense managed to never 
be elected President... maybe in a more 
perfect world... 

While we are on the subject of bags and 
rests, I submit that the intention of those 
who originally wrote the rules was to make 
sure that the varmint class guns (LV, HV 
and Sporter) were shot off front rests and 
rear bags that did not constitute a return-to- 
battery set-up. Wouldn’t it be uncommonly 
sensible to rewrite the rules to say that one 
can’t use a return-to-battery set-up on the 
bench and to say only that? And to free up 
the good minds in the sport to INVENT? 

Think how easy it would be to enforce 
such a rule. If you can’t decide how to tell 
if a gun and rests constitute a return-to- 
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battery set-up, set it up on a bench and 
gimme five rounds and [ll show you. 

I think the Edgewood bags are a small 
advancement in our equipment. The stiff 
sidewalls, the thick, stable bottom and the 
heavy sand that I put therein all make for a 
better shooting platform. Doing this sort of 
thing is what this sport is about... making 
our rifles better and shoot more accurately. 
I was disappointed by the discussion on the 
net and think old Harvey Donaldson 
probably turned over in his grave a few 
times. 

I am very thankful for the I.B.S. ruling 
which told me precisely how to order and 
shoot an Edgewood bag that was legal. 

Moving on, I have been using the 
Edgewood “Snake” on my bench all 
spring. It holds down the towel I set my 
ammo, etc, on and keeps errant, fired cases 
from rolling off the bench. It also holds the 
towel down and on the bench when the 
winds are blowing hard. I am super 
paranoid about dropping cases and 
dinging up the necks. My new-old thirty 
pound Heavy Bench gun “Fatso” has a 
carefully tuned ejector which tosses the 
fired brass out of the rifle and onto the 
bench. My soft towel and the Snake catch 
the cases safely and keep them un-dinged. 
I like the way the Snake feels... it’s made 
of high quality leather and feels good to 
squeeze. It is now a permanent part of the 
equipment that goes in my benchrest cart. 

Check out the Edgewood products 
when you see them at a match. They are 
made to a very high quality standard and, 
now that Jack Snyder has sold his old 
company, Edgewood Leathers, he will be 
making them full time. Even if you shoot 
like I do and only rarely cover yourself 
with shooting glory, they can sure make 
you look good losing. 


THE WIND PROBES 

Shooting with the Wind Probe this 
spring has been a real learning experience. 
For more than ten years I have used what I 
considered to be the best of the daisy 
wheel style wind flags, carefully modified 
with brass bearings as covered in a PS 
article a few years back. 

The Wind Probe, as pictured, is very 
different from the flags we have been 
using. It is the product of twenty years 
development by Gene Beggs, a person 
who is both a benchrest shooter and a 
commercial airline pilot. The pilot part 
helps because pilots need to understand 
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wind and wind direction. 

For some time I have put off writing 
anything about the Probes because they are 
so different from the good daisy wheel 
wind flags I have used for years. I really 
wanted to shoot with the Probe for a while 
and get a chance to get comfortable with it 
and to decide for myself whether it was 
worth the fairly high cost. The current 
price is $300.00 each so a set of Probes, 
enough for a match where they: rotate 
benches, can run up there real quick. Like 
Senator Dirksen of Illinois said years ago, 
“A billion here, a billion there, pretty soon 
you are talking about some real money.” 

I have now been shooting with the 
Wind Probe for a few weeks and feel 
comfortable reporting what I have learned 
so far. To do this accurately I should 
probably explain a bit about the range that 
I have here at home. 

My 100 yd. range is cut thru thick 
woods with the single bench being on high 
ground right outside my office. I shoot 
down a small gully that runs from the hills 
to the West down to the 25 acre lake that 
we have on our property. My impact area is 
a small pile of sand backed up by a forest 
covered hill. The direction of fire is kinda 
West-Northwest toward more than three 
miles of woods and fields unbroken by any 
roads. There is no human habitation in the 
direction in which I am firing. 

I have only a few neighbors and none of 
them seem to be bothered by my shooting 
on the range. I keep a really low profile re: 
guns and shooting and I would guess that, 
if | am firing only a few shots, most would 
think that I am just poaching a deer or two, 
the normal shooting activity hereabouts... 
nothing to be concerned about ‘cause most 
everybody, except the writer, of course, 
does it. 

Anyway, this little homemade range is, 
on calm days, an ideal place to test and 
tune rifles and the related equipment. 
During the summer, when there are leaves 
on the trees, the range is protected well 
enough to be nearly as good as a tunnel. 

The conditions I shoot in the most are 
either dead calm or when the wind is in a 
five o’clock direction coming across the 
lake over my right shoulder and blowing 
downrange. I found years ago that the mild 
five o’clock condition would let me shoot 
tiny groups again and again. 

Alas, I have also found that when the 
wind is blowing hard this range becomes 
almost unshootable if one wants to tune a 


rifle and shoot small groups. Even with 
three or four wind flags between me and 
the one hundred yard target I have found it 
very difficult to shoot well. The wind 
seems to get swirly thru the woods at times 
like these and to render testing a waste of 
time. 

In good conditions this is an excellent 
place to tune one’s competition guns. 
Quite a number of shooters from this part 
of Michigan know this and many bring 
their guns over for load work-up and 
tuning. 

The down side of a range like this is 
that, after the rifle is tuned, shooting there 
isn’t very good preparation for matches. 
When I take my super-tuned rifle to a real 
match I sit at the bench and watch the 
windflags, “Hey, it’s cheating. Darn wind’s 


The Wind Probe on a Northwoods rifle 
range. When the pointer is on that dot, 
they go ina hole. 
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into Case (M40). Most hardware is 
Solid Brass. All Cables are in-cased 
in plastic sheathing. 
See November 2000 for Evaluation 
By Mic McPhearson 


“KRONO - BEAM” 


SOUP UP YOUR CHRONOGRAPH! 
LET YOUR OEHLER 35P BE ALL IT CAN BE! 


With the unique “Site Tube” & ”Site Posts”, you 
can align your bore and target in SECONDS, not 
minutes! 

Two Models available, for 4 ft., or 6ft. Spacing. 
Both come with Baltic Birch Case. The Model 40 
includes a Manfrotto Tri-Pod. A rugged Steel 
Stands comes with the Model 60, Optional on M40 


PRICES: Subject to change, plus shipping & Ins. 
$348 


Matching Case for Steel Stand.... $ 
Note: Above prices do not include Chronograph 
Oehler 35P Chronograph with printer ......... $345 
We install YOUR Screens & cables in Beam...$39 
Note: Instl. charge waived with purchase of 35P 


SQUARE PEG 


blowing to beat ‘ell and switching every 
two seconds. ‘ow am I supposed to shoot 
in that?” 

One has to shoot here and, a few days 
later, shoot on the Super Shoot range to 
fully appreciate the problem. I have 
decided that my shooting I.Q. is about fifty 
points higher here at home in familiar and 
friendly conditions. 

The reason I am taking you thru all this, 
patient and gentle reader, is to explain how 
the Wind Probe has helped me partially 
conquer my high wind problem. What 
happened yesterday is just an excellent 
example. 

Ron Breedlove, my pal and one of the 
very few souls willing to put up with 


Continued on next page 
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Picture of Wind Probe taken the day we 
used it. Note the pointer is vertical, 
indicating very little wind. 


Model 40: Site Posts raised 


P.O. Box 336 Oakridge, OR 97463 


(541)782 3109 
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Spring on Nester Lake — 
Wherein: We Get To Try 
Some Really Good Stuff 


Continued 


traveling with me, bought a really good 
bench gun this spring. It was a year or two 
old but came highly recommended by our 
friend and gunsmith, Dwight Scott, who 
had smithed it and who was familiar with 
it’s match performance. The rifle had 
quite a distinguished record in benchrest 
competition. 

Yesterday Breedlove’s new gun needed 
tuning with his bullets and powder and we 
had to do it immediately. We had a home 
match coming up in a couple of days and 
would be leaving for the Super Shoot a 
few days thereafter. We had to do the gun 
no matter what and, alas, the wind was 
blowing to beat ‘ell. 

I keep three daisy wheel windflags out 
on the range at all times. Yesterday I set the 
Probe beside one of the daisy wheels and 
prepared to shoot. The wind was blowing 
from the North-Northeast at roughly 15 to 
20 mph with gusts considerably higher 


The Most Stable, 
Portable Benchrest... 
Period. 


Portable Precision 
IV Bench Rest for 
Serious Riflemen 


patent pending 


Ballistic Nylon Storage Carrybags 


Easy Breakdown! 
(optional) 

+ ULTRA STABLE tripod design- 
Will allow 1000+ yd. shooting! 

+ 1-minute setup without tools 

+ Sets up in pickup beds 

+ Levels on uneven ground 

+ Table & seat rotate full 360° 


Ya MASTERS 
uo 


+ Padded adjustable seat 

+ Adjusts for RH/LH shooters 

* Breaks down for easy 
transport & storage (4 pcs.) 

+ All machined parts, precision welded 

+ 75 lbs. assembled 

+ UV powder coat matte finish 
www.varmintmasters.net 


541-318-7306 


24 Hr. Message Phone/Fax 
PO Box 6724 Bend, OR 97708 


than that. It wasn’t switching direction too 
much, varying only from a three o’clock to 
a six o’clock. There were only a few of the 
one hundred eighty degree switches that 
makes for really big groups for the 
unwatchfull. These were not conditions I 
would choose to do load work-up in. 

We both ended up shooting very well, 
helped by the Probe. It did two things that 
no wind flag has ever done and it really 
worked. Let me explain. 

The Wind Probe looks a lot like a 
speedometer taken out of a 50’s car. It has 
a dial and a pointer and incremental 
markings that measure wind velocity. The 
pointer moves in only one plane... it 
swings to the right or to the left and back 
to center depending on wind velocity. With 
no wind at all, the pointer is weighted to 
point straight up at the center of the dial. 

The Probe needs to be set up so the 
front plane is perpendicular to one’s line of 
fire and so the shooter can see it well. 
Then, if one shoots with it for a number of 
days as I have, one finds out how it can 
help you. What it does is this... 

The Wind Probe quantifies wind speed 
better than any wind flag I have ever used. 
It also allows for slight changes in wind 
direction and still gives you correct infor- 
mation. It’s really interesting how it does 
this. Since the writer probably isn’t the 
swiftest chip in the computer, I had to stare 
at this thing and use it for quite a while 
before I understood how it worked. Darn 
thing is really ingenious. This is what it 
does.... 

Atop the pointer is the device that the 
wind pushes against. The harder the wind 
pushes, the farther the pointer moves right 
or left. It appears to be made of two Dixie 
cups glued together. It is bright red for 
good visibility, about seven inches high 


Sporter 


Hoehn Sales, 2045 Kohn Road, Wright City, MO 63390 
Phone 636-745-8144 


and about three inches in diameter. Most 
important, it is round in cross section. 

Incidentally, I wondered about using 
the Dixie cups on top of the pointer. This 
Probe is made of the very best of materials 
and it seemed a little out of character. 
However, after considering the options, I 
decided it was probably the only sensible 
way to go. The part could be machined 
from aluminum and painted, certainly. My 
machine shop and estimating background 
tells me that it would, at least, double the 
already high price of the Probe with 
absolutely no performance advantage. 
Should you happen to break it, you can 
easily replace it yourself with a couple of 
plastic Dixie cups and a tube of glue. 

The “dial” of the Probe is made up of 
alternating dots and vertical dashes. I have 
been delighted to find that, if I wait till the 
pointer pauses on one of these marks and 
then shoot and continue to shoot every 
time it returns to that mark, the bullets 
go to the same point of impact. That’s 
exactly how it worked for Breedlove and I 
yesterday. 

The wind was coming, generally, from 
the right and switching from roughly three 
to five o’clock and doing so with consid- 
erable vigah. Having the most experience 
with both the range and the Probe, I did 
most of the shooting. I found I could wait 
till the wind let up just enough to point at 
the first dot to the left of center and then 
shoot, it would let me shoot very small 
groups. I have long since decided that 
when the pointer is way over to the left or 
right, that it is probably God’s way of 
telling me not to pull the trigger. 

Anyway, as soon as we got near a good 
load, I found that shooting only when the 
pointer was on that dot, I could shoot 
really small groups. As always, we were 


Three styles of rest tops 
available: BR-50, Hunter 
and Varmint Classes 


BR-50 (Delrin Balls) - 
Hunter (2.25") - Varmint (3") 
right or left-handed models, 
Hart, or Wichita threaded 
" stems available. Our adjust- 
able rest tops come com- 
pletely assembled with sand 
in bag... ready to use. No 
metal-to-metal sliding parts, 
adjustable side tension 
plates, and rifle stop. $119 
ea. plus $7 S&H. Specify left 
or right adjustment and 
threaded stem required. 
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testing with three shot groups. When we 
felt we had something, we verified with 
four and then five-shot groups. 

My best groups, this is estimated, but I 
will be pretty close, were a mid-to-high 
zero and two or three low one’s. Bad 
groups were in the low two’s. Ron and I 
were both amazed when I shot the really 
small one in a wind that I normally 
wouldn’t even shoot in. 

The reason it worked was this. My 
military marksmanship training goes back 
a long, long time but I remember them 
talking a lot about “full value” and “half 
value” winds. Let’s say that a wind that is 
perpendicular to your line of fire, coming 
from three o’clock and blowing toward 
nine o’clock, will move the bullet to the 
left “X”’ amount. This is a full value wind. 
Now a half value wind, say coming from 
one-thirty or four thirty, will also move the 
bullet to the left but only half as much. 

Because the top of the pointer is round 
it will measure the effect of these changes 
in wind direction and quantify them on the 
dial. Thus, in spite of moderate switches 
in direction, I was able to hit the same 
point of impact when the pointer was at 
the same place on the dial. 

I was also able to judge wind speed 
much better than I have been able to in the 
past. When the tails of conventional wind 
flags go straight out, say at roughly a ten 
to fifteen mph wind, they cease to tell us 
anything. It’s tough to tell the difference 
between ten and twenty mph winds until 
you get the bad news on the target. The 
Probe accurately measures the spectrum 
of winds all the way from a gentle push 


Pejsa, a world-renowned authority. 


Pejsa’s Handbook of Ballistics 
New in 2002 


- A “must” for all shooters, from novice to expert. 
Numerous neat tips, many never before published. 
- From over 50 years of “doing” ballistics, and of 
teaching, both civilians and the military, by Prof. Art 


- Learn to easily find and predict EXACT flight 


right up to “Don’t shoot you blithering 
idiot” speed. 

We are lucky that Gene Beggs is both a 
long time pilot for Southwest Airlines and 
also a long time benchrest shooter. Pilots 
drive airplanes with several hundred 
people in the back seat. This places a huge 
amount of responsibility on them. They 
really need to learn a lot about wind since 
airplanes, like our bullets, are traveling 
thru moving air. Gene tells me that he has 
spent around twenty years developing the 
Wind Probe and has waited to market them 
till he was sure that the development was 
really finished. I’m glad he did and wish 
our domestic car makers would do the 
same thing. 

I was pretty skeptical when I got the 
Probe. It’s totally different from the flags I 
have used for years. I have now used it 
enough to feel that I have an informed 
opinion and will probably report further as 
I get more experience using it. 

Gene lent it to me with the stipulation 
that, if I couldn’t figure out how to use it or 
didn’t like for some reason or other, it 
would come back to him and there would 
be no article. 

Instead I’m going to keep it and pay 
him for it. That’s the most sincere recom- 
mendation there is. 


Dick Wright 
Staff Writer 


Edgewood Shooting Bags 
P.O. Box 276 

Edgewood, NM 87015 
Ph: 1-505-281-8994 


predictions. 


conditions. 


Pejsa Ballistics Software 
Still the Best on the Market 


- Velocity or drag profile of any bullet is matched by 
an adjustable drag curve, permitting exact long-range 


- Computes BC’s, midrange, pointblank range, moa 
or scope clicks and effects of all nonstandard 
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E-mail - edgewoodbags @ aol.com 


Gene Beggs 

P.O. Box 60411 
Midland, TX 79711-0411 
(915) 367-0329 
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Ivey 


Scope Mount 
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Micro-Adjustable 


Precision Machined 
50 MOA in Elevation 
30mm Ring diameter - Aluminum 


$395.00 
Includes instructions, reference charts, & wrench set 
(add TN sales tax 8.75% and shipping) 


Complete scope mount set: 


Options: Black Finish Silver Clear-coat 
Picatinny type Dovetail type 
Black bolt set SS bolt set 


1” Bushings (+$25) 


Phone: (615) 867-0261, 5-10pm Central 

Email: iveydesign@mindspring.com 

Webpage: http://iveydesign.home.mindspring.com 
P>P>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


paths, velocity, etc., on a small calculator. 
- Find the precise effects of wind, temperature, 


- Become expert on subjects such as gravity, drag 
and ballistic coefficients, recoil and bullet stability. 

- Contains all related formulas and tables for almost 
all cases, from rim-fires to high-power rifles. 


altitude, inclines, scope tilt, even the earth’s rotation. 


Program: Disk or CD for Windows or Disk for MACs 
$29.95 + $2 P&H 
Handbook: $19.95 + $3 P&H for book, or book & disk 


PEJSA BALLISTICS 
1314 MARQUETTE AVE #906, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 


Phone: 612-332-5073 Fax: 612-332-5204 
Email: pejsa@sprintmail.com 
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BY HAP ROCKETTO 


The families of two men, long dead, 
who had displayed exceptional gallantry in 
the service of their country gathered 
together on January 16, 2001, in the 
Roosevelt Room of the White House, to 
receive, from the hands of the 424 
President, the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. The men being honored could have 
not been less alike in station and stature or 
more alike in bravery and love of country. 
Having performed their heroic deeds in the 
19‘ century they would have to wait until 
the 21St century had begun to be formally 
recognized. 

The first, Corporal Andrew Jackson 
Smith of the 55" Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry, distinguished himself on 
November 30, 1864 when his unit came up 
against a determined Confederate force at 
Honey Hill, South Carolina. In the ensuing 
battle, Smith took the colors from the 
dying color sergeant. Holding the flag aloft 
the former slave prevented its capture and 
helped rally his fellow soldiers during a 
terrifying five minutes when some 100 
men were lost. 

The second honoree was the pampered 
scion of a socially prominent New York 
family for whom the room in which they 
were all standing was named, the 26' 
President of the United States, Theodore 
Roosevelt. Roosevelt was being awarded 
the honor that he longed hoped to receive 
and that his eldest son had been accorded. 
The two Roosevelts would now join Arthur 
and Douglas MacArthur as the second 
father and son to be awarded the nation’s 
highest award for gallantry. 

Theodore Roosevelt was born to 
Theodore Roosevelt, Senior and Martha 
Bulloch Roosevelt on October 27, 1858 in 


New York City. His father was of an old 
monied and prominent New York Dutch 
family. Of equal social station, his mother 
hailed from Georgia. Affection and atten- 
tion were lavished on the sickly child who 
was born frail and asthmatic. He was 
schooled at home where his parents 
encouraged him to overcome his physical 
ailments through a demanding regime of 
exercise and sport. When he was ready for 
college he sported a well-developed body 
and mind. The only outward sign of his 
frailty was the ever-present spectacles, 
through which he peered intently at life. 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s sister and mother 
came north after Theodore’s birth and the 
three Georgia belles were in New York 
when Confederate cannons bombarded 
Fort Sumter. Isolated, the three Southern 
loyalists managed to live in harmony with 
the senior Roosevelt, a steadfast supporter 


of the Union. However, out of deference to 
his wife’s family he hired a substitute, a 
legitimate practice in those days, to take 
his place in the army. He served the Union 
cause as a United States Allotment 
Commissioner, urging soldiers to make 
voluntary payroll deductions to be sent 
home, a task that may have contributed 
more to the North than had he donned a 
uniform. While his father was working for 
the Union, Theodore’s mother, aunt, and 
grandmother often prepared packages of 
soap, writing paper, and other necessities 
and luxuries for shipment, via blockade 
runner, to the Georgia Bullochs. 
Roosevelt flourished in the freedom 
offered by his Victorian parents who 
encouraged him in all that he attempted. 
As a child he developed a life long love of 
natural history and became a recognized 
expert at bird and mammal identification. 


rm 
HI HEODOPE ROOSEVELT 
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In much the same way as the man dominated his time, Theodore Roosevelt’s simple, 
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yet elegant, tombstone is the centerpiece of the Roosevelt family plot in Oyster Bay’s 
Young Memorial Cemetery. (Tim O’Mara photo). 
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During a yearlong trip to Europe and the 
Middle East he learned to hunt as well as to 
speak French and German. His literary 
skills were honed by the enormous number 
of letters that seemed to flow effortlessly 
from his pen to friends and family in the 
United States. 

When Roosevelt arrived at a Harvard 
College in September of 1876 he was 
bursting with energy, confidence, and a 
snobbish self-confidence. In the calm of 
Harvard society he was a whirlwind. He 
hobnobbed with the elite, boxed, was a 
member of the Natural History Society, art, 
glee, and rifle clubs, and was eventually 
elected to two  ultra-exclusive clubs, 
Porcellian and Hasty Pudding. Things could 
have not been going better for the young 
man. This ended when he was called home 
during midwinter of his sophomore year to 
be with his dying father. 

While the rich and famous of New York 
entered the house to pay their respects, the 
poor and anonymous stood outside to do the 
same to a man that had given so much to the 
community. Roosevelt’s father believed that 
his place in society demanded he contribute 
to the betterment of the community with his 


money, time, and talent. Theodore, in awe 
of his father, embraced his philosophy and 
quickly developed a lifetime sense of 
noblesse oblige. The philanthropic 
Theodore Roosevelt, Senior died of liver 
cancer on February 9, 1878, leaving a 
forlorn son who vowed to live a life that 
would make his father proud. 

Roosevelt returned to Harvard where 
his interests turned toward politics and 
history as he began work on the first of his 
38 books, The Naval War of 1812. The 
book, still considered to be a seminal study, 
was completed and published in 1882 and, 
by 1886; Naval Regulations directed that 
one copy be part of the library on all US 
Naval vessels. He carried on with his 
academic activities and began the pursuit of 
Alice Hathaway Lee. He was successful at 
both, being elected to Phi Beta Kappa and 
winning the hand of Miss Lee, on his 22"4 
birthday, October 27, 1880. 

One of the guests at the wedding was 
his sister’s friend Edith Kermit Carow. 
Many had seen Miss Carow as the 
frontrunner for the role Miss Lee was now 
filling. This was the second wedding in the 
Roosevelt family that October as, three 
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weeks earlier, cousin James Roosevelt, of 
the Hyde Park branch of the family, had 
married Sara Delano. Their only child, 
Franklin, would receive the hand of his 
bride, Eleanor, from her uncle Theodore. 
During a short honeymoon at Oyster 
Bay, Long Island, Roosevelt arranged to 
purchase 95 acres of land as a site for their 
future home. They returned to the city and 
law school. The slow pace of the law, its 
study and practice, clashed with his 
frenetic life style. He studiously attended 
classes at Columbia but he occupied much 
of his time with boxing, riding, drilling 
with the New York National Guard, 
reading, now and again working on The 
Naval War of 1812, and the swirl of social 
activity expected of one of his class. 
Independently wealthy he need not work 
but he eschewed the life of the idle rich. 
At loose ends he took his bride on an 
extended delayed honeymoon trip to 
Europe. There he visited with his mother’s 
brothers, Uncles James and Irvine Bulloch, 
expatriate Confederate naval officers. 
James, who became a Confederate admiral, 


Continued on next page 
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The Last Post — Colonel 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Continued 


was responsible for the construction of the 
Confederate raider Alabama and her fitting 
out. Irvine, a plank owning midshipman 
who rose to Sailing Master, was aboard 
during Alabama’s final action with the 
U.S.S. Kearsarge off Cherbourg. The visit 
fanned the banked fires of his unfinished 
book. 

Gentlemanly touring was not his style 
and in his typically audacious and uncon- 
cerned manner he hired a guide and 
successfully climbed the Matterhorn. His 
energy and curiosity temporarily assuaged 
he returned home, dropped out of law 
school, entered politics, and won three 
terms in the New York State Assembly, 
where made a reputation of integrity and 
independence. 

This idyllic interlude was cut brutally 
short. After a trip to the Bad Lands in the 
Dakotas, where he invested in a cattle 
ranch, he returned home for the legislative 
session. Commuting between New York 


Sli 


- D-ROM 
Only $39.95 


City and Albany the young legislator was 
able to keep up with events in the life of his 
wife, now expecting their first child, and 
the press of Assembly business. Their 
daughter, Alice Roosevelt, who would in 
time become the acerbic doyen of the 
Washington D.C. social scene, was born on 
February 12, 1884. The bright light of the 
new child quickly dimmed when it became 
apparent that both her mother and grand- 
mother were gravely ill. During the next 
two days Roosevelt only left his wife’s side 
to walk to the bedside of his mother, 
stricken with typhoid fever. He was with 
his mother as she died. Twelve hours later 
he was a widower, ironically losing both 
mother and wife on Valentines’ Day. 
Roosevelt was at the nadir of his life. He 
presided over the double funeral in a daze. 
While his grief was deep he quickly 
returned to Albany, directed by his personal 
philosophy that “Black care never sits 
behind a rider whose pace is fast enough.” 
That, and the call to duty, saw him through 
the immediate effects of the heartbreak. 
When the legislative session ended he 
ordered construction of the house at 
Sagamore Hill to begin, left his infant 


6 Time Sportsman's Team Challenge Champion 


daughter Alice in the care of his sister 
Anna, and repaired to the Bad Lands to find 
solace. 

For the next two years Roosevelt shut- 
tled between the Dakotas and Oyster Bay. 
He spent long days in the saddle, earning 
the grudging respect of the cowboys who 
called him “Tenderfoot” and “Four Eyes” 
but knew he was “game to the core.” To 
support the construction of the house on 
Sagamore Hill he churned out several 
books. 

During a trip home he chanced to meet 
Edith Carow, who had studiously avoided 
him since his wedding. The encounter 
restored the warm relationship that the two 
had earlier enjoyed and they were again 
drawn together, soon becoming secretly 
engaged. In the meantime Roosevelt 
reentered politics with an unsuccessful run 
as the Republican candidate for mayor of 
New York City. In the aftermath of his 
electoral loss he left for Europe and on 
December 2, 1886, married Edith, much to 
the surprise of both families. The couple 
was happily matched and Edith, who knew 
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Precision Shooting Publications 


ABBREVIATED INDEX. An index of major articles 
that have appeared in PS beginning with the 
January, 1990 issue. $8.00 (S&H $1.50 U.S.) 


ACCURIZING THE FACTORY RIFLE, by 
M.L.McPherson. The improvement of the factory rifle 
(bolts, pumps, levers and single shots) is discussed 
over 335 pages and more than 400 photos. Full size, 
Softcover, $44.95. 


ACCURATE RIFLE. The classic 1973 work on rifle 
accuracy, from Warren Page, the Field & Stream 
firearms editor for over a score of years. With a 1996 
equipment update chapter from the PS Editor. 
Softcover, $17.95; Hardcover, $24.95 


THE ACCURATE VARMINT RIFLE, by Boyd 
Mace. Our best seller with 186 pages & 199 pho- 
tos, in 15 chapters. All facets of components are 
discussed as well as reloading for practical accu- 
racy in the field. Softcover, $14.95 


BENCHREST SHOOTING PRIMER. Some 420 
pages, with 182 separate articles solely on the 
subject of benchrest shooting, and reloading for 
benchrest. The best articles on the topic from 
Precision Shooting’s pages 1982-1996. $24.95 


BLACK MAGIC, THE ULTRA ACCURATE AR-15, 
by John Feamster. The definitive work (1998) on 
the AR-15’s accuracy potential at short, medium & 
long ranges, by the popular PS columnist. Over 300 
pages. Softcover, $24.95, Hardcover, $29.95 


THE BORDER WARS OF THE UPPER OHIO 
VALLEY (1769-1794), by noted historian William 
Hintzen. Chronicles the bloody 25 years that was 
the winning of the Eastern Frontier, centered at Fort 
Henry (today, Wheeling, WV). Daniel Boone, Lewis 
Wetzel (Death Wind), Simon Kenton, the Girty 
Brothers. 300 pages, Softcover, $24.95; Hardcover, 
$32.95 


THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO AR-15 ACCURACY by 
Derrick Martin & Barrett Tillman. 17 chapters on 
accurizing the AR-15, by the principal of Accuracy 
Speaks, an AR-15 accuracy specializing gunsmith 
shop. Softcover, $24.95; Hardcover, $29.95 


DESIGNING AND FORMING CUSTOM CAR- 
TRIDGES, by Ken Howell. The out-of-print 1995 
dated classic work is back. 600 full size (8 ° x 11") 
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JOE RYCHETNIK REFLECTS ON GUNS, 
HUNTING, AND DAYS GONE BY. 30 articles, some 
new, some old favorites, on the world of firearms, 
from everyone’s favorite yarn teller. 275 pages. 
Softcover, $17.95 


MILITARY & POLICE SNIPER, by Mike Lau. The 
new (1998) work from the Texas Brigade Armory 
principal. What you need to know about practical field 
shooting, plus a review of the rifles, scopes & 
cartridges of today. 350 pages. Softcover, $35.00 


MODERN HIGHPOWER COMPETITION - FROM 
BEGINNER TO MASTER, by Randolph Constantine. 
The popular PS columnist authors a new classic, over 
600 pages & 25 chapters. Soft cover, full size. $39.95. 
Note: oversized book S&H in US is $5.00 for first 
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Book Club Offerings 


ARROWMAKER, by Roy Chandler. The superb 
historical novel of the first settler in the Endless 
Hills of colonial PA during the Indian Wars period. 
This is a 2nd edition; the 1st edition, in 1975, 
sold out in 90 days. Autographed. $36.00 


WHITE FEATHER, by Chandler & Chandler. The 
long-awaited “2nd” book on Carlos Hathcock. 
$49.95 


DEATH FROM AFAR, VOL. IV AND V, by 
Chandler & Chandler. The final two books in the 
Chandler’s landmark 5 volume review of US 
Marine sniping in the Vietnam & post-Vietnam 
eras. Each is in hardcover & is autographed. 
$54.95 each. 


SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL’S PRECISION 
RELOADING SHOOTING HANDBOOK, 10TH 
EDITION. A total update in 1999. 170 pages, soft 
cover, spiral bound to lay flat on your reloading 
bench. $12.95. SPECIAL - PS Reloading Guide 
and the Sinclair Handbook both for $29.95 


THE ONE SHOT BROTHERHOOD, by Chandler 
& Chandler. The state of the sniping art as of Fall, 
2001, commingled with sniping history, 
personalities, & equipment commentary (both pro 
and con). Over 500 pages & over 400 photos. A 
must-have book for the tactical shooter. 
Autographed. $59.95. Note: oversized book, S&H 
in US is $5.00 for first book, $6.50 for multiples. 


SNIPER ONE, by Roy Chandler. Perhaps the first 
sniper novel to be written by an author who knew 
a sniper from a warthog. Autographed by the 
author. Limited press run. $39.95 


THE TACTICAL MARKSMAN, by Dave Lauck. A 
complete training manual for Police & Military 
marksmen, as well as_ civilian rifle shooters. 
$35.00 


A BALLISTICS HANDBOOK, by Geoffrey Kolbe. 
A privately printed, 1000 copy press run, from 
Scotland. Nine chapters from the pen of one of 
the United Kingdom’s leading ballisticians. $29.95 


PRECISION SHOOTING AT 1,000 YARDS. 13 
chapters discuss how-to at the 1,000 yard marker 
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benchrest, military sniping, live varmint shooting, F- 
Class, plus gunsmithing & handloading for the yard- 
age. In-depth interviews with famous long range 
shooters. Full size, Softcover, $34.95 
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RIFLE ACCURACY FACTS, by Harold Vaughn. The 
long-awaited sequel to the 1909 classic work The 
Bullet’s Flight, by Dr. F.W. Mann. Almost 300 pages 
from a leading researcher of today. Softcover, 
$34.95; Hardcover, $39.95. 
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Hanson. The definitive work on varmint hunting, from 
short to ultra long ranges. Covers rifles, scopes, 
accessories. State of the art to late 1999. Full size, 
279 pages. Softcover, $37.95 
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Softcover, $10.00; Hardcover, $12.00 
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Roosevelt better than any other person, acted as a sea anchor to his 
turbulent adolescent personality. 

Their first child, and his first son, Theodore Roosevelt, Junior, 
was born in September of 1887. Brother Kermit would follow him 
in 1889. A second daughter Ethel arrived in 1891 and three years 
later Archie was born with Quentin rounding out the brood in 
1897. The six children would be of immense pleasure to the 
couple, allowing Theodore endless excuses for indulging in 
youthful antics. 

George Bird Grinnell, the editor of Forest and Stream 
Magazine, and Roosevelt helped organize the Boone and Crockett 
Club in January 1888. The purpose of the organization was, and is, 
to preserve one of the nation’s most precious natural resources, its 
wildlife and habitat. Roosevelt would serve as president until 1894. 
During his tenure the club would create a philosophy that would 
become the basis of the nation’s hunting and game laws. 

Roosevelt was called to Washington in 1889 to become the 
United States Civil Service Commissioner, serving as such in the 
administrations of both Presidents Benjamin Harrison and Grover 
Cleveland. He found the Civil Service ineffectual and corrupt and 
applied his boundless energy to its improvement. When he left, six 
years later, to assume the presidency of the New York City Police 
Commission, the United States Civil Service was a strong and fair 
institution. The skills he honed in Washington served him in good 
stead as he eliminated graft, modernized, and raised morale on the 
New York police. His turbulent two years in New York City 
politics ended when he accepted the position of Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy from President William McKinley. 

Roosevelt brought fresh air to the tradition bound Navy 
Department. He introduced reforms to the service, ordered that 
maneuvers be as realistic and meaningful as possible, and did all 
that was possible to create a two-ocean navy. The post allowed him 
to bring his noblesse oblige to a global level. He firmly believed 
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that advanced nations had the duty and right to interfere with the 
less advanced in order to make way for civilization. He advocated 
that the United States clear the European powers from the Western 
Hemisphere, establish colonies of its own, and create a navy to 
make this all possible. Roosevelt, at his most jingoistic, found 
himself in the right place at the right time when deteriorating 
relations with Spain arose led to the Spanish American War. 

Soon after the April 21, 1898 declaration of war with Spain 
Roosevelt resigned from the Navy Department, against the strong 
objections of his superiors, and unsuccessfully sought an army 
commission from Secretary of War Russell Alger. When it was 
apparent that the regular Army was not large enough to meet the 
task at hand, President McKinley authorized a call for state volun- 
teers. Secretary Alger immediately went to Roosevelt with an offer 
to command a volunteer regiment. Although earmarked as the 
colonel, he declined the offer knowing that his three years of 
service as a lieutenant in the New York National Guard was not 
adequate preparation. 

Roosevelt soon convinced his good friend, and Medal of Honor 
recipient, Leonard Wood to become the regiment’s colonel while 
he accepted the commission as its second in command. Roosevelt’s 
rush into service was a product of the overwhelming nationalist 
spirit of the man and, it has been surmised, the uneasiness that 
haunted him because of his father’s decision not to enter active 
military service during the Civil War. He did not want to answer his 
children’s question of “What did you do in the war, Daddy?” with 
an embarrassed clearing of the throat instead of a tale of adventure. 

The First United States Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, tagged by 
the press as the “Rough Riders”, was made up of southwestern 
cowboys, Indians, and ranchers and the northeastern country club 
and horse set. The romantic Roosevelt encouraged the image of old 
west adventurers. It is interesting to note that the men who did the 
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most to create the idealistic image of the 
west, that still abides, were a trio of eastern 
Ivy League graduates: Harvard’s Roosevelt 
and Owen Wister and Yale’s Frederic 
Remington. 

The Rough Riders sailed for Cuba on 
June 6, 1898. After landing at Daiquiri the 
army advanced on Santiago. The Rough 
Riders and the African American Ninth and 
Tenth United States Cavalry, were under the 
command of Major General “Fighting Joe” 
Wheeler, one of only two men ever to hold 
a regular commission as a general officer in 
both the United States Army and the Army 
of the Confederate States of America. 

The cavalry units had arrived in Cuba 
without their mounts and spent the 
“Splendid Little War” as infantry. As such 
they found themselves at the base of San 
Juan Heights, a ridgeline that joined two 
small hills named Kettle and San Juan, on 
the morning of July 1, 1898. Within a few 
short hours of confused combat several 
miles east of Santiago, Cuba Roosevelt 
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would “see the elephant” and his life would 
be forever changed. As if it were predes- 
tined, all that Roosevelt had been before 
led him inexorably to this moment in time 
and all that he was to become after 
emerged from it. 

Wheeler had fallen ill and was replaced 
by Wood, leaving command of the Rough 
Riders to Roosevelt. A Signal Corps obser- 
vation balloon gathered valuable intelli- 
gence and, based upon the information, the 
US troops established a firing line facing 
the Spanish forces atop the heights. At 
about 1 PM, Lieutenant John H. “Gatling 
Gun” Parker opened the battle with an 
eight-minute fusillade from his battery of 
rapid-fire Gatling guns. The covering fire 
demoralized the defenders allowing the 
United States troops to begin advancing. 
Accounts of the action vary in detail but 
they all agree that assault drove the 
Spaniards from the heights. 

Hearst newspaper correspondent 
Richard Harding Davis reported that 
Roosevelt offered a good target to the 
Spaniards on the summit as he ranged 
about, astride his chestnut stallion ‘Little 
Texas’, exhorting his troops forward. The 
Rough Riders pressed on and they soon 
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spilled over the military crest and into the 
defensive trenches at the top of Kettle Hill. 
They then moved over to support the 
regulars in the capture of adjacent San 
Juan Hill. This all may have made splendid 
reading when the New York Herald arrived 
on the doorstep of Sagamore Hill but, in 
truth, no one knows who arrived at the top 
of which hill first. The confusion is 
compounded by Roosevelt’s lumping the 
entire geographic feature into “the battle- 
field at San Juan Hill” in his official report. 
Indeed, the Rough Riders did charge San 
Juan Hill, but only after they assaulted 
Kettle Hill. 

As a result of reports Wood, who was 
not a witness, recommended Roosevelt for 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, 
Wheeler endorsed the recommendation but 
he, like Wood, was not an eyewitness. 
Roosevelt, hungry for glory, asked his long 
time friend Massachusetts Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge to support the recommenda- 
tion. To deal with the 50 or so recommen- 
dations for the Medal of Honor and brevet 
promotions that resulted from the Cuban 
campaign, the War Department set up a 
board to investigate each case. At the time 
of the war with Spain lesser awards for 
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bravery, such as the Distinguished Service 
Cross or the Silver and Bronze Star, did not 
exist and the Medal of Honor or honorary 
promotion to a higher rank, brevetting, was 
the only recognition for acts of conspicuous 
gallantry. 

Roosevelt actively pursued the award 
for some time but in the end the board did 
not deem his acts, heroic as they might 
have been, worthy of the Medal of Honor. 
He was, however, recommended for the 
Brevet rank of Brigadier General. When he 
was offered membership in the Medal of 
Honor Club in 1907 he declined stating that 
he was not awarded it and, “looking back 
on it now, I feel the board which declined to 
award it took exactly the right position.” 

The Rough Riders returned to the 
United States, arriving at Montauk Point, 


the White House, much to the chagrin of 
those who thought they had officiated at 
his political funeral. At the age of 42 he is 
the youngest ever to hold the office. 

In completing McKinley’s unfinished 
term Roosevelt broke presidential tradition 
when he sided with coal workers to settle a 
five month coal strike in 1902, moved 
toward regulation of big business-“Trust 
Busting”, acquired the Panama Canal 
Zone, intervened in Caribbean _politics- 
both with and without the consent of the 
nations involved, and promulgated the 
Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine which stated the United States 
had the right to intervene in Central and 
South America where ever it saw “wrong- 
doing”. 

To insure election in his own right he 


ruthlessly wrested control of the party from 
the more conservative wing. His tactics 
worked and he earned his own presidency 
with the largest popular margin to date. 
Additionally his coat tails were broad and 
long, bringing along a great deal of 
congressional support. He inadvertently 
negated the power of his victory when he 
early on announced that he would not run 
for another term, a comment he always 
regretted. His second term was more 
progressive than the first with a greater 
emphasis on conservation and foreign 
affairs. On the home front his views on 
natural resources as belonging to the 
people lead to bitter disputes with western 


business interests. 


Continued on next page 


Long Island, on August 15, 1898. After 
passing through the cheering crowds 
Roosevelt made his way to his beloved 
Sagamore Hill and the arms of his family. 
The four months that he spent with the 
Rough Riders were central to his post war 
endeavors, with the “crowded hour” on San 
Juan Heights being the defining moment of 
his life. This phenomenon is also apparent 
in the fabric of American history. 

No sooner had Roosevelt returned home 
than the New York Republicans sought him 
out to run for the governorship. Under the 
shadow of a scandal involving Erie Canal 
funds the Republicans thought that by 
enlisting what was arguably the most 
popular man in America as their candidate 
they might capture the executive mansion. 

Roosevelt agreed and began a campaign 
that had little to do with New York politics 
and everything to do with his fame in Cuba. 
In the end he just eked out a victory. The 
joy of the Republican Party bosses was 
short lived as Roosevelt took off on his 
own, ignoring their plans. In order to 
neutralize him he was maneuvered into 
accepting the nomination as Vice President 
in the 1900 general election. At the time he 
believed his hopes of ever becoming the 
President had been dashed. McKinley and 
Roosevelt were swept into office. 

A few months after the inauguration 
McKinley was visiting the Pan American 
Exhibition in Buffalo, New York when 
anarchist Leon Czolgosz shot him in the 
stomach with a 32-caliber pistol. McKinley 
lived on in agony for eight days dying as 
much from medical misconduct as the 
bullet wound. Roosevelt was vaulted from 
the backwater of the vice presidency into 
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Internationally Roosevelt ranged wide. 
Perhaps his most famous intervention, 
outside of his role in the Russo-Japanese 
peace efforts and the Panama Canal, took 
place in 1904 and is reported well out of 
proportion to the nature of the rather 
insignificant event. A Moroccan bandit, El- 
Raisuli, kidnapped one Ion Pedicaris, a 
businessman of Greek extraction and 
questionable United States citizenship, and 
held him for ransom. Within forty-eight 
hours Roosevelt sent a cablegram to the 
Sultan of Morocco that was delivered 
against the backdrop of American 
gunboats. It simply said: “We want either 
Pedicaris alive or Raisuli dead!” 

John Milius loosely told this story in his 
1975 movie ‘The Wind and the Lion’. 
Brian Keith portrayed Roosevelt sweeping 
through the White House with nonstop 
unbridled enthusiasm, energy, and joy of 
life: dictating a letter to Winchester about 
the poor fit of a rifle; posing to show a 
taxidermist how he wished a bear to be 
mounted; boxing, and, in one wonderful 


scene, at a rifle range where his children 
are in the butts pulling targets while he is 
shooting at a picture of the Kaiser pasted to 
the frame. It was a caricature, but it was the 
Roosevelt that most American’s conjure up 
in their mind’s eye. Here was Roosevelt, 
the physical representation of a young, 
vigorous, and adolescent United States just 
entering the world arena. 

Roosevelt, despite this image, was a 
perceptive and intelligent man. He helped 
bring the Russo-Japanese War to a close, 
recognizing that the island empire of Japan 
was becoming a force in the Far East. In 
doing so he was recognized by the Nobel 
Prize Committee with the award of the 
1906 Prize for Peace. At the height of his 
popularity he rejected ideas to run for a 
third term, hand selecting William Howard 
Taft to succeed him. 

After leaving the White House he spent 
the next two years on a scientific and 
hunting expedition to Africa that was 
followed by a tour of Europe. Upon 
returning home he found himself embroiled 
in party politics and reluctantly ran for the 
presidency in 1912. He was blocked from 
the Republican nomination and so formed 
the Progressive; popularly known as the 
‘Bull Moose’, party. The fractured 


<e> 
ES 


TACTICAL SCOPES 


IOR - VALDADA 


Premium European Optics since 1936! 


6-24 x 50 Tactical 30mm Side Focus $949.00 


4x 24 M2 Illum. .223 or .308 Cam $350.00 
6 x 42 |” Tactical $399.00 
2.5-10 x 42 Tactical 30mm $699.00 
4-14 x 50 Tactical 30mm A.O. $749.00 
10 x 42 Tactical 30mm Side Focus $850.00 
16 x 42 Tactical 30mm Side Focus $899.00 
10 x 56 Tactical 30mm A.O. $599.00 
Add $75.00 for Illuminated Reticules 
HD Tactical Rings Med. or High $99.00 
HD Tactical Base Picattiny (1 or 2 pc) $59.00 


HD Tactical Base Picattiny 20 MOA (I pc) $99.00 
Flat Top Tactical Rings $79.00 
HUNTING SCOPES 

6 - 24 x 50, 30mm Side Parallax NEW $949.00 
4- 14x 50, 30mm Illuminated NEW $799.00 
2.5 - 10 x 56, 30mm Illuminated NEW $799.00 
3 - 12 x 50, 30mm Illuminated $649.00 
3 - 12x 50, 30mm $599.00 
3 - 9x42, 30mm Feather Light NEW $449.00 
1.5 -6x 42, 30mm $499.00 
SPOTTING SCOPES 

20 - 45 x 70 Spotting Scope w/Case $649.00 
20 - 60 x 75 Spotting Scope w/Case $749.00 


4 x 32, 6 x 42, 8 x 56, |” Scopes Available 


Vv 


16 x 42 Tactical 


VALDADA ENTERPRISES: 970-879-2983 / Web: www. VALDADA.com 


Republicans stood no chance against the 
Democratic nominee, Woodrow Wilson. 

Soon after war broke out in Europe 
Roosevelt was on the stump campaigning 
to have the United States back the Allied 
cause even though he was in ill health. He 
had recently returned from an expedition 
on a tributary of the Amazon, the River of 
Doubt, where malaria, jungle fever, and a 
badly infected leg wound nearly killed him. 
When the United States entered the war his 
efforts to raise a division were rebuffed by 
Wilson, perhaps because he had criticized 
the administration for failing, in his 
opinion, to mobilize faster, because he did 
not support Wilson’s idea of a League of 
Nations, or his advancing age. 

As might be expected all of his sons 
were on active duty during the war. His 
namesake, Theodore, Junior, was cited for 
gallantry and twice wounded. He would 
continue his military service and, on June 
6, 1944, would perform bravery under fire 
that would culminate in the award of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. Archie was 
wounded and awarded the Croix de Guerre 
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while Kermit received the British Military 
Cross. Young Quentin earned his wings as 
an Army Aviator and followed his brothers 
to France in early 1918. 

Phil Thompson, a friend and reporter 
for the Associated Press arrived at 
Sagamore Hill on July 16, 1918 with a 
garbled telegram from his European office 
that hinted that the youngest Roosevelt son 


had been killed in action. After four 
anguished days the news was confirmed. 
Quentin’s death marked a turning point for 
the old Rough Rider. Roosevelt’s health, 
which had never been good and made 
worse by his Amazon adventure, continued 
to fail. He was blind in one eye and deaf in 
one ear and was suffering from numerous 
aches and pains when he celebrated his 
sixtieth birthday on October 27, 1918. At 
that time he happily announced. “I am 
ahead of the game. Nobody ever packed 
more varieties of fun and interest in sixty 
years.” It would be hard to dispute his 
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claim considering that he had authored 38 
books, was a world authority on birds and 
large mammals, and successful as a soldier, 
statesman, scientist, explorer, conserva- 
tionist, and social reformer. Yet the grief he 
felt for Quentin was just below the surface 
and sapped his energy. 

On a midwinter’s night the man who 
was born with everything, save a middle 
name and good health, bid his longtime 
butler and bodyguard James Amos to turn 
out the lights so he might retire. In the hour 
before dawn of January 6, 1919 Death crept 
up on the sleeping Rough Rider because, in 
the words of Vice President Thomas Riley 
Marshall, “If Roosevelt had been awake, 
there would have been a fight.” 

Two days later a motion picture camera 
captured, in the jerky black and white 
images of the time, Roosevelt’s spartan 
funeral procession. The arctic wind 
blasting in from Long Island Sound 
scoured Oyster Bay’s Young’s Memorial 
Cemetery making the pallbearers’ struggle 
with the simple oak casket to the hillside 
gravesite all the more difficult. To the 
gathered mourners the slow climb upward 
toward the open grave certainly must have 
invoked the memory of another hill, in 
another time, in a warmer clime. 

Author’s Note: 

It is simply impossible to do justice to 
Roosevelt's life, complex character, and 
times in a few thousand words. Hundreds 
of books have been written about Theodore 
Roosevelt. The following biographies are 
recommended. Mornings on Horseback by 
David McCullough covers Roosevelt’s life 
and family from birth to his second 
marriage while Dale Walker’s The Boys of 
“98 is a vibrant study of the Rough Riders 
and its leader. The Life and Times_of 
Theodore Roosevelt by William Harbaugh 
and TR The Last Romantic by H.W. Brands 
tell of the social and political tapestry of 
his action packed life and times. 

Visit your local video store and check 
out The Public Broadcasting System’s The 
American Experience President’s 
Collection study Theodore Roosevelt. It 
is excellent and both Harbaugh and 
McCullough appear as commentators. 
Although not factual accounts of his life the 
reader will certainly enjoy viewing both 
The Wind and The Lion, the film account of 
the Pedicaris Affair, and the television 
movie account of San Juan Hill, The Rough 
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BY NORMAN E. JOHNSON that of normal powder that shines with a to cause a weight/density change in the 
distinct grayish-black appearance. A few powder as well as marked discoloration. 

In 43 years of handloading, I had yet to rounds were then loaded with the affected I then went on to check the velocity and 
experience any untoward effects of powder powder to see if I could determine perfor- accuracy of measure-thrown charges of the 
deterioration. In fact, I had performed mance changes while shooting. affected powder compared to those from a 
controlled tests on aging ammunition, I have marked settings on the microm- new canister of IMR 4350 powder. My 
including both factory and handloads. eter barrel of my powder measure to hasten normal charge of 67 !/2 grains of IMR 4350 
These tests clearly dispelled the common in making charge settings. But I always powder with the 120-grain Sierra bullet 
myth that ammunition soon loses effective- verify thrown weights on a powder scale would normally produce a velocity of 3340 
ness as it ages. Handloaded ammunition, as prior to filling each case. Then, much to fps. Accuracy was always outstanding. 
old as 30 years, used in the tests performed my surprise, the pre-marked setting on the In preparation for test shooting I 
flawlessly. This was reported in the 1995 powder measure resulted in thrown carefully set the powder measure to deliver 


Special Edition No. 2 by PRECISION charges a full six grains lighter than that of exactly 67 !/2 grains of IMR 4350 from a 
SHOOTING Magazine. Other tests and the same powder from a fresh can. I freshly opened can. This required fine 


experiments also were conducted on rifle double-checked this to be sure by using adjustment of the micrometer setting to get 
powders during my more than four decades fresh IMR 4350 powder as a control. It was to within a few tenths of a grain. Three 
of handloading and shooting, a few of Verified that whatever was taking place ; 

which I will cover later in this article. with this particular can of powder appeared Continued on next page 


Some of these tests appear much more 
meaningful now than they did back then. 

Then in December of 2001, I experi- 
enced an interesting phenomenon, leaving 
questions with fuzzy answers. It happened 
as I was handloading some 7mm Magnum 
cases for a 40X Remington Target rifle 
using IMR 4350 powder. The much tested 
load I was using consisted of 67!/2 grains 
along with Sierra’s 120 grain PSP bullets, 
Winchester cases and Federal 215 
Magnum primers. This load has always 
been very dependable in several 7mm 
Rem. rifles that I have owned or tested. 

As I was filling the powder measure, a 
fine, brown colored dust rose from the 
powder flow. This dust discolored the 
transparent drum on the powder measure 
as well as inside the funnel. The normal ‘ = 
solvent smell associated with powder Micrograph of a new, fresh kernel of IMR 4350 powder taken at 100 power. Note 
appeared less noticeable. Overall, it had a comparison of kernel wall taken in micrograph number 2 where the powder is 
marked dull brownish color, different from suspected of undergoing deterioration. 
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cases were then filled with thrown charges, 
whereupon I switched to the problematic 
powder. The powder measure scale 
remained unchanged for both powder lots. 
The exact setting again resulted in a six- 
grain lighter charge delivering 61.5 grains. 
Then with three cases loaded with each 


thrown charge weight, I set up the chrono- 
graph in preparation to shoot at 100 yards. 

This particular rifle, a 40X Rem. 7mm 
Magnum, is capable of extreme accuracy 
very near 0.55 MOA average with the 120 
grain Sierra bullet, so my findings would be 
eagerly awaited. 

The original load of 67.5 grains of IMR 
4350 produced 3350 average velocity and 
0.562" accuracy for three shots. This 
compares to 3072 velocity and a 0.500" 
group from 61.5 grains measure-thrown 


Micrograph number 2 demonstrates a markedly different appearance with obvious 
craters and roughening. See photos of compared targets made using the affected 


and non-affected powders. 
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charge of the affected powder. It is quite 
obvious, aside from the bizarre weight 
discrepancy, reflected in a marked velocity 
difference, burning performance would be 
essentially unaffected with respect to actual 
powder weight. 

Pending the result of my tests I had 
planned to call the IMR Powder Company 
at 1080 Military Turnpike, Plattsburgh, 
New York 12901 to discuss the phenom- 
enon. I spoke with Bob, who appeared 
thoroughly knowledgeable on the subject of 
powders. However, I may have raised more 
questions than there were readily available 
answers, inasmuch as he couldn’t see and 
examine the powder. 

Bob felt the powder discoloration and 
brown dust was rust from within the metal 
can. He further felt the powder should not 
have undergone any changes in ballistic 
performance or hurt the powder at all. He 
further explained the powder dating code 
that appeared on the bottom of the can that 
indicated the powder in my possession 
dated back to 1993, and the powder I 
compared it to was dated 1998. In conclu- 
sion, he felt that powder cans subjected to 
moisture or high humidity could rust inside, 
but didn’t have an answer why the thrown 
charge weight was in variance. 

On the suggestion of rust being the 
culprit, I poured the powder into a properly 
labeled, clean container, and dissected the 
can. On opening the metal can there was, 
indeed, a rust-like coating on the insides of 
the can and lots of fine rust-like dust settled 
on the bottom of the can and distributed 
throughout the powder. 

There still remained unanswered 
questions, however. Over the past four 
decades I have been very careful about 
powder storage, being sure that extremes in 
temperature or humidity be avoided. Such 
conditions in my reloading area are also 
closely observed. Yet, the inside of this 
powder can had undergone some sort of 
change, and something permeated through- 
out the powder, not just on the sides or 
bottom of the metal container. It’s beyond 
speculation that the powder had undergone 
some sort of physical or chemical changes 
that led me to investigate further. 

I then called Hodgdon’s Powder 
Company and Sierra Bullet Tech-line to see 
if these folks could shed any further light on 
the matter. After apprising both firms of the 
aforementioned powder phenomenon, the 
following impressions were generated: both 
Dave Brown and Kevin Thomas of Sierra 
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Bullets felt the powder was undergoing 
deterioration. Mr. Brown stated this 
problem has appeared in newly opened cans 
of powder as well. 

The discussion with a person from the 
Hodgdon Powder Company was unequiv- 
ocal as he stated this powder was going bad. 
He felt the powder should be removed from 
where it is stored, and could actually light 
itself. 

There obviously are varying views on 
the chances of deteriorating powder actually 
igniting inside a can. A paragraph taken 
from page 265 of NRA’s 1970 Firearms and 
Fact Book reads as follows: “In general it is 
not possible for a small quantity of smoke- 
less powder, in the factory one-pound cans, 
to start a fire. The normal deterioration of 
smokeless powders is slow, and the small 
amount of heat evolved is radiated away by 
the steel can.” 

The 1995 (14 edition) Handloader’s 
Digest gives an opposing account by an 
individual of deteriorating powder igniting 
by itself. (Page 86...Safety Tips from the 
Experts)...as follows: “Many years ago I 
providentially walked into my attached 
garage just in time to spot a can of long- 
discontinued surplus military powder 
smoking furiously. I instantly tossed it onto 
the driveway, where it burst into flames.” 

None could come up with a definitive 
cause for the five-grain variance in thrown 
charges of this powder. I became increas- 
ingly more convinced that this particular lot 
of powder was, indeed, undergoing some 
sort of deterioration. 

What with all the uncertainties presented 
here, I would remain vigilant—as I have 
been in the past—in working with powders. 
My product confidence hasn’t wavered, nor 
has my caution in working with something 
as sensitive as gunpowder. 


Studies & Tests Performed on 
Gunpowder 

As I stated in the opening paragraph of 
this text, I had never experienced any 
untoward effects of powder deterioration— 
that is, any that I was aware of. I have, 
however, conducted experiments on 
gunpowder that have heightened my overall 
awareness of the product. Perhaps a few of 
these will provoke reader interest here. 

As I referred to earlier in these pages, 
age per se, appears to have little—or at least 
far less—effect on gunpowder performance 
than is often thought. But some of the tests 
that I have conducted have proved to be 


very interesting and informative. It was the 
recent perplexity that got me thinking to 
once again do a few experiments with rifle 
powder as I had done in the past. 
Somewhat akin to this, from a safety 
point of view, have you ever wondered how 
much heat is required to “cook off’ or 
ignite gunpowder. Well. ..lots of it. My first 
experience with heat ignited gunpowder 
involved an incident with an old .45-70 
cartridge back when I was nine. We were 
gathered around our country supper table, 
lighted by a kerosene lamp (circa 1939) 
when a loud explosion brought everyone to 
their feet, totally awestruck...like what in 
hell was that! I’d carried the old cartridge, 
(that had been hit many times by a firing 
pin)—1t was dead. I guess it ended up in my 
pocket as one-of-many misfires incurred by 
my grandfather’s old rifle. When a 
cartridge failed to fire on the third or fourth 
blow of the hammer, over the shoulder the 
case would go. Guess I caught this one. 
Anyway, in an impetuous act I placed the 
cartridge on our old wood-burning cook 
stove before we sat down to eat. 
Fortunately the case just ruptured, pushing 
the bullet out with little force, but our ears 
rang for hours. There was tremendous heat 
emanating from the stove lids, but it took 
considerable time to cook off the cartridge. 


We often hear about a rapidly fired rifle 
cooking off a round as a cartridge is 
chambered in a hot barrel. Guess this 
doesn’t happen easily either. While in the 
Marine Corps we had ample opportunity to 
shoot the old air-cooled machine guns until 
the barrels virtually smelled from the heat. 
On many attempts we tried to set off a 
round through heat conduction. It never 
happened on several attempts...and those 
barrels were damned hot! Under carefully 
controlled conditions I’ve placed “kernels” 
of several different kinds of rifle powder 
directly over a steel plate being gradually 
heated, causing powder ignition. Unlike 
black powder, which is easily ignited, rifle 
powder requires considerable raw heat (not 
open flame) to ignite, somewhere around 
300 degrees for nitrocellulose powder, as 
verified in my tests. This included both the 
single and double base powders. Ball 
powder is even more difficult to ignite. 
Actual ignition of either powder type over 
a hot, steel plate would occur rather sporad- 
ically—like popping corn—as the powder 
kernels would ignite. Igniting powder in 
this way was quite similar to our old wood 
burning stove back then. Ice cold, dry wood 
took awhile to ignite, while the warm, dry 


Continued on next page 
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wood turned to flame much more quickly. 
Similarly, warmed or pre-heated powder 
contained in a cartridge increases 
pressure—sometimes dramatically. One 
only has to chronograph cartridges of 
widely ranging temperature to prove this. 
One particular experiment I’ve 
performed in the past, and again recently, 


art 
Wh 


tends to raise a few eyebrows. This involves 
wetting and drying nitrocellulose rifle 
powder. Only in one study I actually boiled 
the powder for five full minutes, just as you 
would a soft-boiled egg. The powder was 
then dried at 120 degrees—until thoroughly 
dry—and tested along with fresh powder 
from the same lot. One such lot of boiled 
and dried powder consisted of IMR 4350 
taken from a two-year old canister. It was 
again loaded along with fresh powder from 
the same lot in 7mm Rem. Magnum cases 


with 120 grain Sierra PSP bullets. The 
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cartridges were fired in a Rem .40X target 
rifle of known accuracy. 

But before loading the cases, I decided 
to examine both the boiled and dried 
powder, along with the unaltered powder, 
under the microscope. Here I really didn’t 
see any significant outward changes. I also 
checked the weight against powder from the 
same batch, which showed about a one- 
grain lighter charge. But testing loaded 
rounds was done with scale weighed 
charges. 

If you’ve read this far, you must have 
some interest in the outcome of shooting 
water-boiled and dried nitrocellulose rifle 
powder. If not, you might venture a guess. 
Nitrocellulose rifle powder is a single base 
powder composed essentially of nitrated 
cellulose mixed with nitric acid and solvent. 
After forming, it is then coated with a deter- 
rent to control ignition resulting in a 
progressively burning propellant. So, 
shouldn’t this material soak up water like a 
sponge and remain water logged, making it 
nearly impossible to dry out and ignite? 
After all, we hear... “keep your powder 
dry!” Well, here’s what happened, along 
with my humble, half-scientific explanation 
of why. Examination of the water where the 
powder was boiled appeared clear, and the 
powder didn’t seem to lose much of its 
shiny luster. Weight was_ essentially 
unchanged, even with the tiny hole located 
at the center end of the kernel—a suspected 
entrapment place for water. Powder is very 
dense and hard, however. Boiling powder 
isn’t exactly like cooking cornmeal or 
beans, and isn’t very hygroscopic as it 
resists soaking up moisture. So, as I ask 
shooters their impressions on the outcome 
of loading and firing cartridges made up of 
such boiled and dried powder, the 
immediate answer was: “poor ignition and 
reduced velocity!” But this wasn’t the case 
at all. Velocity increased by 179 feet-per- 
second with a half-inch higher point of 
impact at 100 yards. As I suspected, the 
most logical reason for the velocity increase 
was partial boiling away of the deterrent or 
coating used to control burning rate, thus 
causing the powder to ignite more quickly. 

My faithful old Bausch & Lomb micro- 
scope offered the opportunity to further 
examine the earlier mentioned deterio- 
rating, rust-colored powder, compared with 
unaltered powder. I also obtained some 
micrographs at this time. Of course, photos 
don’t do justice compared to direct micro- 
scopic viewing, at 100 power, which clearly 
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showed brown oxidation within the exudate 
coverage clinging to the powder surface. It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to learn from 
this why thrown charges of powder affected 
in this way do, indeed, weigh less. Such 
kernels are actually held apart by the 
material clinging to the cortex or wall of 
each kernel of powder causing it to be 
measurably more bulky. 

While on the subject I shall briefly 
discuss another series of tests involving 
powder and its direct exposure to air, 
varying temperatures, humidity and light. I 
have often wondered if rifle powder could 
conceivably undergo changes when left for 
a period of time in my powder measure or 
powder trickler, exposed to different 
temperatures, light and humidity. Some- 
times such exposure would be for a few 
days as certain tests required the use of such 
powder. I never knew one way or another if 
powder was affected by the elements until it 
was subjected to some pretty severe 
exposure. 

Over a period of time involving days, 
weeks and months, I purposely exposed an 
open lot of IMR 4064 rifle powder to the 
raw, outside elements. The air and sunlight 
exposure was allowed to do its dirty work 
on an open, quarter-pound stack of powder 


Target made after loading 7mm Rem. 
Mag. cartridge with boiled and dried 
powder compared with unaltered powder 
of same type and batch. For both shots 67 
1/2 grains of IMR powder was used along 
with 120 gr. Sierra PSP bullets and 
Federal 215 Magnum primers. As 
described in text, boiled and dried powder 
actually increased muzzle velocity. 


as I would conduct random tests on it at 
intervals. 

Early tests involving three days of 
exposure produced no measurable changes 
in accuracy or velocity as determined using 
a Model 70 Winchester rifle in caliber .243 
Win. I simply loaded cases with this propel- 
lant, being sure the powder was dried to 
normal state. 

But as the oxidation and photochemical 
reaction from the ozone and other naturally 
destructive effects of the atmosphere took 
their toll, things began to happen. After a 
week I began to see a change in the outward 
appearance of the powder manifest by a 
discoloration of the outer layers of kernels 
within the pile. At this time velocity was 
somewhat slowed and accuracy deterio- 
rated just slightly. Remember, rifle powder 
can withstand boiling and drying and 


Enlarged photos of IMR 4350 powder kernels in pairs. From left: pair of kernels of 


TT 


bounce back as if little had taken place. 
However, extended periods of exposure 
such as I subjected this powder to will break 
it down. Such reactive difference appears to 
be more noticeable after a few weeks to a 
month of photochemical exposure. At this 
time I could no longer trust the performance 
of this lot of powder which produced very 
erratic velocity. 

While this particular test was quite 
uncontrolled from a scientific point of view, 
it does tell us something. Powder exposure 
to direct air and light causes a photochem- 
ical reaction, which should be avoided. 

In conclusion, there are, perhaps, few 
real mysteries in working with the age-old 
firearm propellants—but we must certainly 
keep alert and have an open mind. 


deteriorated powder as described in text; pair of kernels of boiled and dried powder; 
normal unaltered or un-affected powder of same type. 
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This is Warrant Officer Ron Surette. Ron has 
won CFSAC 6 times and come second 9 times. 
He has also done more for service rifle 
shooting in Canada than anyone else. He 
invented the over the knee kneeling position 
and was shooting good scores in Match 8 back 
when the rest of us were trying to catch up. 
When the CF first took the C-7 into service we 
were continuously plagued by a specific 
stoppage. On the C-7’s first trip to Bisley, Ron 
figured out the problem-an ejector spring that 
was too powerful, causing the extractor to lose 
its hold on empty casings. Keith had some 
tools along and in a few minutes some coils 
were snipped from the spring and no more 
stoppages. It took a couple years before the 
army accepted this fix but rifle teams all 
across Canada were doing it to every rifle they 
got their hands on— especially their opera- 
tional rifles. Ron has also done much to 
improve the operational functioning of our 
Elcan scopes. Many of his suggestions were 
eventually accepted by the military and have 
resulted in a more reliable system. 


BY KEITH A. CUNNINGHAM 
AND LINDA K. MILLER 


In the April 2000 edition of Tactical 
Shooter, Kent Gooch wrote a very inter- 
esting article called “The Importance of 
Competitive Shooting to Sniping”. Keith 
has competed several times with Kent, 
both at the American Forces Small Arms 
Meeting (AFSAM) in Little Rock, 
Arkansas and at the Canadian Forces 
Small Arms Competition (CFSAC) in 
Ottawa, Canada. Kent is always a great 
competitor and gentleman, and we’re 
always interested in reading his articles. 
Keith particularly liked this article 
because he has preached, throughout his 
28-year military career with the American 
and Canadian Forces, the value of certain 
types of competitive shooting in preparing 
the sniper for operations. 

In the Yactical Shooter article, Kent 
mentioned his experiences at CFSAC and 
suggested that someone should write an 
article about service rifle competition in 
Canada. As the Chair of Service 
Conditions for the Dominion of Canada 
Rifle Association (DCRA) and a military 
competitor for most of his career, it seems 
fitting that Keith rise to the occasion. 

Service Condition matches in Canada 
are different from the NRA Service Rifle 
matches in the States. The matches at 
AFSAM are comparable, but not 
identical. As Kent suggested, the training 
value of these matches is great and it is 
hoped that in reading about them, 
members of the military and civilians 
would be encouraged to come and 
compete. 


In Canada, CFSAC is the military 
match, open to only Canadian regular and 
reserve forces. Concurrent with CFSAC, 
members of the military from other 
countries compete in the International 
Class. Also concurrently, anyone (includ- 
ing civilians) can compete in the NSCC 
(National Service Conditions Competi- 
tion), which is sponsored by the DCRA. 
Members of the International Class shoot 
the course of fire once and their scores go 
to both the International Class and the 
NSCC. Civilians can only shoot the 
NSCC. Keith currently has a proposal 
before the DCRA to separate the NSCC 
and run these matches the week prior to 
CFSAC. This would = allow _ the 
International Class (military members 
from other countries) to shoot the course 
of fire twice, once for NSCC (under 
NSCC rules) and again concurrent with 
CFSAC for the International Class (under 
CFSAC rules). 


Rifles and Equipment 

Military members who wish to 
compete in the International Class must 
follow the CFSAC rules and use issue 
equipment. 

Civilians and military members 
wishing to compete in NSCC may use any 
rifle that is legal for the range. How you 
are allowed to use that rifle is carefully 
laid out in the rule book, for example the 
use of a bipod is not allowed and the 
trigger weight must conform to that used 
by the military. You must be proficient 
with the safe handling drill for your rifle. 

Of special note here are the Canadian 
federal laws concerning high capacity 
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magazines. Civilians using a semi auto 
center fire rifle must have and use maga- 
zines that are blocked off at 5 rounds. How 
this restriction is dealt with in the matches 
is detailed in the NSCC rule book. As 
well, AR-15 type rifles (as well as some 
other types) are considered a restricted 
firearm in Canada. All that means is that 
you must have the right paper work done 
in advance before you can bring it into 
Canada. 

If you wish to use a sling it must be 
the “as-issue” type. You are given some 
freedom as to how you can use it but the 
conventional target rifle sling is not 
allowed. 

Detailed rule books and information on 
the paperwork required to bring your rifles 
into Canada is available from the DCRA. 


Ammunition 

Ammunition used in the International 
Class must be issue ammo. You are 
allowed to bring your own issue ammo but 
it must be the same ammo as is on general 
issue to your military. Match grade ammo 
is not allowed except in _ the 
Sniper/Precision rifle matches. 

Civilians and military wishing to 
compete in the NSCC are allowed to use 
any ammo that is legal for the range. 
So your pet handloads are acceptable. 
The problem with the military members 
shooting in both CFSAC/International 
Class and NSCC is that they must use 
issue ammo because, as it is currently 
organized, you get to only shoot one 
course of fire and those scores go towards 
both prize lists. So in order to be eligible 
for the International class you must use an 
issue rifle with issue ammo. (As. said 
earlier, there is a proposal before the 
DCRA to shoot two matches. It is hoped 
that this will be accepted in time for this 
year, but as it stands now, it has not.) 


Physical Fitness Requirement 

The matches are designed to test the 
basic marksmanship skills of the average 
soldier, sailor or airman. To be able to do 
these matches well gives them a good 
foundation to train for operational specific 
requirements. The emphasis is on marks- 
manship skills with a orientation towards 
field requirements as it can be applied to a 
conventional range. Of course, the better 
your physical fitness the easier the 
matches will be for you. 

Competitors show up in all varieties of 


fitness levels and all have _ fun 
competing—from biathletes to the 
extreme other end of the spectrum. If you 
were hard set against running you could 
simply skip the matches requiring a run 
down and still shoot in 9 of the matches. 
There is still lots to do for everyone. 


Matches 

In Service Rifle there are 12 matches 
broken down into 3 sets. Each set involves 
a deliberate fire (slow fire), snap shooting, 
rapid fire and fire with movement and is 


shot from the ranges of 200, 300 and 500 
meters. 


Match 1 - 200-Meter Deliberate 

This match represents deliberate firing 
from a stationary prone position. It 
includes 2 sighters and 10 shots on score 
in a 12-minute time limit. The target is a 
military-type figure target on a 4 foot 
screen with a 3" veebull!* and a 6" 
bullseye. 


Continued on page 81 


This is it. 


The Optolyth TBS 100 fluorite spotting scone 


It's not pretty and not cheap, but 
even the other guys will tell you 
that it's the best you can buy. 
Why? Because its 100mm fluorite 
objective lens assembly and 
patented multi-coatings are the 
best in the business. Because its 
full rubber armor, nitrogen filling, 
extendable sun shade, rotating 


DEUTSCHE OPTIK 


The World's Most Interesting Catalogue 


tripod adapter, and wide range 

of eyepiece options will meet 

every need...every day. And 
because Optolyth has been quietly 
building some of the finest German 
optics for more than 140 years. If 
you're shooting for gold, then this 
scope will help get you there. 

Better make room for some trophys. 


1-800-225-9407 


E-mail: info@deutscheoptik.com 
Web: www.deutscheoptik.com 


Proudly 


eed PRECISION SHOOTING 


our newest 


publication... Wa } 1,000 YARDS 


stage, one of our writers, who had just been subjected to quite 


PRE 
a bit of arm-twisting, remarked that “If you carry this off, along the SHO Cision, 
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A 6-7 months ago, when this book was in its embryonic 


lines that you are talking about, it may well be the most popular book 
that you ever published”. We agreed with his opinion...and then went 
back to beating up the fellow for his promise to author the chapter that 
we wanted from him. Flattery, while nice, should not be allowed to 
serve as a distraction from one’s primary objective. 

There has long been a fascination with “the long shot”, among 
both the skilled marksmen and the neophytes of the world. Truly 
long range shooting traces its military history back to the snipers 
of both sides in the American Civil War. Billy Dixon’s famed shot 
at the battle of Adobe Walls in Texas in 1874...at a measured 
distance in excess of 1,500 yards. The historic first Palma match 
at the Creedmoor range on Long Island in 1876. Then the 
snipers of World War I in the trench warfare that so ravaged 
Europe. The snipers of the Russian front during World War II, 
and the Marine Scout-Snipers of Vietnam fame. The renais- 
sance of long range highpower shooting in National and 
International competition. The remarkable growth of 1,000 
yard benchrest shooting in the US. The singular long range 
accomplishments of the groundhog and prairie dog 
varmint shooters of the US in recent years. It’s all here, 
and for the dedicated lover of serious rifle accuracy, and “the long 
shot”, it will prove to be a book like no other to be found today. There are 
13 chapters to the book, making up several hundred full-size 8 1/2 x 11” pages, all 
authored by writers well known to the Precision Shooting readers. 

The chapters each average 25-40 pages in length, and are supported by a goodly number of 
photographs. With the exception of parts of the McPherson and Hugel chapters, all are previously unpublished. A number 
of the chapters will soon come to be recognized as the definitive work on their respective subjects. The chapters include: 


1) An in-depth interview with champion Highpower and Palma shooter Tom Whitaker, ORDER NOW: @ $34.95, 
authored by Tom Lintner. 

2) A review of the evolution and development of long range military sniping... 
yesterday, today and tomorrow, by Norm and Rocky Chandler. 

3) Ahistory of long range shooting, by Hap Rocketto. 


plus shipping and handling. 
Shipping is $3.50 for the first 
book, $5.00 for multiple 


4) Live varmint shooting at 1,000 yards, by author Steve Hanson. books-US. Foreign orders 

5) Ultra long range shooting in Colorado today; in three parts by Steve Hugel. (including Canada) will be 

6) An interview with three highpower gunsmiths, by lan Cheeseman. charged actual shipping costs, 
7) 1,000 yard benchrest shooting today, by Jacob Gottfredson. plus $1.00 handling. Order 


8) 1,000 yard optics today, by Jacob Gottfredson. from: Precision Shooting, 222 
9) Conventional long range highpower shooting today, by author Randolph Constantine. McKee Street, Manchester, CT 
10) A two part article on the history of and the duplication of Billy Dixon’s famous 
shot aees Walls, by M.L. McPherson. : ‘ Gee Phone oe nd 
11) The complete story of F-Class shooting today, by Larry Bartholome. we ees em ow 
12) An in-depth interview with 1,000 yard benchrest champion and record MasterCard orders accepted 
holder Bill Shehane, authored by Dave Scott. without surcharge. CT 
13) Reloading for 1,000 yard shooting, by author John Feamster. residents add 6% sales tax. NY 
residents add 4% sales tax. 
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Service Rifle Shooting In Canada 
Continued from page 79 


Canadian rules allow you to rest your magazine on the 
ground, providing a very stable shooting position (especially 
after you have been running). Canadian Forces (CF) rifle teams 
have been shooting off the magazine since the C-7 (M-16 style) 
rifle came into service over ten years ago, and we believe that 
there hasn’t been a single stoppage caused by this practice. 
Having said that, the CF does not teach this position as they are 
convinced it will cause a stoppage. When we shoot at AFSAM, 
the range staff (who let us shoot off the mag) and US military 
members tell us, “If y’all ain’t had a stoppage, it only means y’ur 
gonna have one”. They smile a knowing smile and walk away. 
We smile a knowing smile and keep shooting from the mag. 

Articles by Patrick Rogers are also never overlooked by us 
and always read with great interest. In Tactical Shooter October 
2000 in his article “The Other Prone Positions” he indicated a 
similar experience as we have with shooting from the mag. It 
works and it is good that our Service Rifle rules will allow it. 


Match 2 — 200-Meter Snap 

This match represents engaging pop-up targets. The required 
position is sitting and includes 2 sighting shots and 10 on score. 
After the sighters are complete, the target appear for ten 3-second 
exposures. The target is a military-type figure target with a 6" 
veebull and a 12" bullseye. 

Some Canadians are now using a rather interesting and innov- 


“The Gunsmith’s Toolmaker 


Oldest Manufacturer in the Industry 
since 1958 


se 


¢ CAD - Engineered 
CNC Machined 
World Class Quality 
Value Rated 

« Custom Tools 

¢ Gunsmith Proven 


To directly place an order, call 
Toll free 1-877-REAMERS 


Clymer Manufacturing Co. 
1645 West Hamlin Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48309 


www.clymertool.com 


ISO 9002 CERTIFIED 


ative variation of the sitting position, cradling the rifle in their 
arms. Although very unorthodox, it proves to be very effective. 
Keith first used this position a couple of years ago, only a couple 
of days before the matches started. After a few dry firing sessions 
and a couple of live fire practices it was very obvious that this 
position had some merit. Although awkward at the start it is 
stable and very forgiving. He shoots left handed so you can 
imagine where the empty cases go. Still, no problems. 


Continued on next page 


Resting the magazine on the ground when firing from the 
prone is not only taught on our CF rifle teams but is a 
requirement if you want to stay up with the good shooters. It 
improves results dramatically after a run-down. We have 
never seen a stoppage related to this position. 


Hand Made on Niemi Carbide Dies, Gentner 
Bullets are Proven Winners at: Super Shoot, 
NBRSA & IBS Nationals & 14 World Records. 
6mm bullets in 8 ogive, 22 caliber in 7 ogive. 

¢ Flatbase at $85.00 per 500 bullets 

¢ Boattail at $95.00 per 500 bullets 


Gentner Bullets 
“benchrest proven” 


Upper Darby, PA 19082 
dongentner@rcn.com 


109 Woodlawn Avenue., 
(610)352-9396 
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Service Rifle Shooting In 
Canada Continued 


Another modified position which is ac- 
ceptable, is to raise the forward knee up 
from a conventional cross leg position and 
rest the rifle on that knee. More details of 
this position are seen in the accompanying 
photos. 


Match 3 — 200-Meter Rapid Fire 

This match represents engaging 
multiple targets, from the sitting position. 
It includes 2 sighters and 10 on score. 
After the sighters are complete, the 
competitor must stand up and is given a 
35-second exposure to adopt the sitting 
position and fire 5 rounds on each of two 
targets, including a compulsory magazine 
change after 5 rounds. The target is a 
military-type figure target with 4" x 8" 
veebull and a 8" x 16" bullseye. 


Match 4 — 200 to 100-Meter Fire with 
Movement 

This match represents advancing and 
engaging pop-up targets from the standing 


position. It includes no sighting shots and 
10 on score. The competitor must run to 
the 100-meter firing point within 35 
seconds and engage ten 3-second 
exposures from the standing position. 
The target is a military-type figure target 
with 6" veebull and a 12" bullseye. 


Match 5 — 300-Meter Deliberate 

This match is identical to Match 1, 
except that it is fired from 300 meters. 
The target has a 4.5" veebull and a 9" 
bullseye. 


Match 6 — 300-Meter Snap 

This match is identical to Match 2, 
except that it is fired from 300 meters and 
from the prone position. 


Match 7 — 300-Meter Rapid Fire 

This match is identical to Match 3, 
except that it is fired from 300 meters and 
from the standing-to-prone position. 


Match 8 — 300 to 200-Meter Fire with 
Movement 

This match is identical to Match 4, 
except that the competitor runs from the 
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300-meter line to the 200-meter firing 
point and fires from the standing to 
kneeling, squatting or standing position 
for each of five 10-second exposures (2 
shots per exposure). 

The most common position used here 
is the kneeling. And yet again we have 
modified it in order to provide more 
support to the rifle. From the conven- 
tional kneeling position we “hunker” 
down behind the forward knee and rest 
the rifle on it. This position takes a little 
practice in order to use it correctly. You 
must extend the rear foot contacting the 
ground with the instep and be able to sit 
back on your heel. Everyone who shoots 
good scores (that is to say, gets 10 hits) in 
this match uses this position. 

When coaching rifle teams, Keith 
always pushes this position as it can 
break you or make you in these matches. 
He also teaches it to soldiers and police as 
it can be an important operational 
position and is seldom practiced, because 
few can do it well and it hurts to get into 
and stay for any length of time (like 
beyond 10 seconds). We have students 
practice it by incorporating appropriate 


MODERN HIGHPOWER COMPETITION 


FROM BEGINNER TO MASTER 


BY RANDOLPH CONSTANTINE 


Popular Precision Shooting columnist Randolph Constantine spent two years in 
the preparation of his major work on Highpower rifle competition. Now finally 
available, it has over 600 full-size (81/2 X 11'') pages and over 100 illustrating 
photos and is remarkably reader-friendly in its approach to an occasionally daunting 
subject. As the book’s title relates, the erudite Mr. Constantine sets out to explain 
the hows and whys of one of the most popular of the shooting sports over 25 
informative and logically progressing chapters. The chapter titles give a good idea of 
what you will find in our pages... 


MODERN 
HIGHPOWER COMPETITION 


Part |— FOR BEGINNERS, MOSTLY... What Highpower Rifle Competition Is... Getting Started... Your First Match... Your Next Few Matches. 


Part Il — FOR EVERYONE, THE DETAILS... Safety and Courtesy... Survival on the Range... Clothing and Equipment... Rifles for 
Competition... Ammunition and Handloading... The Shooting Positions... Using the Sling... Your Eyes and Shooting... Sighting and Aiming... 
Trigger Control and Firing the Shot... Putting it All Together... Shooting a Match... Taking Care of your Equipment... Using the Data Book and the 
Shooting Diary... Shooting in the Conditions... Long-range Competition. 


Part Ill - TRAINING FOR HIGHPOWER COMPETITION... Physical Training... Learning to Shoot Better Standing... Getting Better at Rapid Fire... 
Learning to Shoot Better Prone... Moving Up the Classification Ladder... Mental Training... Bibliography... Important and Useful Addresses. 


ORDER NOW: @ $39.95, plus shipping and handling. Shipping is $5.00 for the first book, $6.50 for multiple books - US. Foreign orders will be charged actual 
shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, Fax (860) 643-8215. 
Visa/Master Card orders accepted without surcharge. CT residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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stretches (that work on the specific 
tendons, muscles and joints) during warm 
ups for daily physical training and estab- 
lishing and remaining in the position as 
part of the warm down procedure. A few 
times each day, every day and in a short 
while they can drop to a kneeling position 
and fire 2 shots into the face of a target 
within 10 seconds and from 200 meters. 

In a recent Tactical Shooter magazine, 
there was a picture of a firing line of 15 - 
20 shooters using the kneeling position. 
We could only see one person in a proper 
conventional position. All others were 
using the “ow...my knee hurts...and I 
can’t sit on my foot...and I don’t bend 
there...” position. We felt sorry for the 
instructors in the picture because they 
would have a busy day getting that lot 
sorted out. 


Match 9 — 500-Meter Deliberate 

This match is identical to Matches | 
and 5, except that it is fired from 500 
meters. The target has a 7.5" veebull and a 
15" bullseye. 


Match 10 — 500-Meter Snap 
This match is similar to Matches 2 and 
6, except that it is fired from 500 meters 


This is another modified sitting 
position. It got its roots from the sitting 
position used for shooting pistol in 
IPSC matches. Here we are making the 
leg support the weight of the rifle while 
maintaining balance by extending the 
opposite leg forward. When you are 
wearing webbing, it can be leaned 
against and add to the support provided. 


and from the standing-to-prone position 
for each of five 15-second exposures (2 
shots per exposure). The target is identical 
to the target used in Match 9. 


Match 11 — 500-Meter Rapid Fire 

This match is identical to Matches 3 
and 7, except that it is fired from 500 
meters and from the standing-to-prone 
position. The target is identical to the 
target used in Match 9, and all ten rounds 
are fired on this one target. 


Match 12 — 500 to 100-Meter Fire with 
Movement 

This match represents advancing 
against a defended position. It includes no 
sighting shots and 10 on score. The 
competitor gets a 15-second exposure at 
500 meters to go from standing to prone 
and fire 2 shots. On the next exposure, the 
competitor has 45 seconds to run to the 
400-meter firing line, adopt the sitting 
position and fire 2 shots. On the next 
exposure, the competitor has 45 seconds 
to run to the 300-meter firing line, adopt 
the prone position and fire 2 shots. On the 
fourth exposure, the competitor has 45 


° Designed to fit 
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seconds to run to the 200 meter firing line, 
adopt the sitting position and fire 2 shots. 
On the final exposure, the competitor gets 
45 seconds to run to the 100 meter firing 
line, adopt the standing position and fire 2 
shots. At the 500- and 400-meter lines, the 
target is identical to the target used in 
Match 9 and at the closer ranges, the 
target is the same as Matches 4 and 8. 
Other Matches 

There are a couple of team matches 
that involve run-downs and falling plates, 
which are very popular with the competi- 
tors and on-lookers. 


Precision Rifle (Sniper) Matches 

These matches are for Sniper Pairs, 
one shooting while the other observes and 
calls fall of shot. They then change 
around, so both competitors shoot the 
entire course of fire. They may share one 
rifle if they wish. 

As in Service Rifle, those shooting in 
the International class must use an issue 
sniper rifle and the ammo on general issue 
for that rifle. Those shooting in the NSCC 


Continued on next page 


rently available stocks from several manufacturers. 
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Visit www.viperactions.com 
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Service Rifle Shooting In 
Canada 
Continued 


may use any rifle and ammo legal for the 
range. Bipods and rests for the butt are 
allowed. 


Match 61 -— 300-Meter Agony Snap 
This match represents engaging pop- 

up targets over an extended period of 

time. The required position is prone and 


Building a Target Rifle 


postpaid 


GUNSMITH VIDEOS 
By Steve Acker 


includes 2 sighting shots and 10 on score. 
After the sighters are complete, the target 
appears for ten 3-second exposures over a 
10-minute timeframe. The target is a 
military-type figure target with a 2" 
veebull and a 4" bullseye. 


Match 62 — 400-Meter Moving Target 
This match represents engaging 
moving targets. The required position is 
prone with no sighters and 10 on score. 
The target appears 10 times, moving 
either left or right for a 6-second 


This rifle was first described in The Home Shop Machinist magazine, and now is in video 
form, as well. Steve uses some techniques and tools never before seen by the gunsmith 
community. Every step of machining the receiver, bolt, barrel and scope mounts is shown. 
He discusses and shows the various components, tools and products he uses when building 
this highly precise firearm. ONLY $63.95 postpaid 


Tape 1: Bedding, Scoping and Crowning the Remington 700 

In this tape, Steve shows how to have a rifle that is easier to shoot accurately, with little shift 
in zero, using only hand tools. Bedding techniques demonstrated on three styles of stock. His 
methods for mounting and lapping in a scope and crowning process will assure you of 
improved shooting (2 hours) ONLY $52.95 postpaid 


Tape 2: Correcting Bolt Lug Engagement and Excess Headspace 

Steve shows you how a gunsmith can rework the Remington 700 bolt action rifle for more 
accuracy, using basic tooling and setups on the lathe and workbench. The work is done on a 
factory varmint rifle not as accurate as it should be, and which has long headspace. He 
improves bolt contact and the front receiver ring contact. (1 hour, 35 minutes) ONLY $47.95 


Tape 3: Truing the Action and Installing a New Barrel 

Steve goes to work on the lathe and mill to make an accurate custom bolt action hunting rifle. 
The result is a fairly light, stable and reliable firearm. He demonstrates techniques for truing 
the bolt face and lugs, threading and crowning a new barrel, recutting the receiver threads, 
machining the recoil lug, and much more. (2 hours, 30 minutes) ONLY $62.95 postpaid 
Buy all three and save $8.85 

Package of 3 ONLY $155.00 


Steve discusses the chemical and mechanical processes of hot bluing steel, then demonstrates 
the procedures with the best quality equipment and materials. He also describes how you can 
blue your firearms on a limited budget. Learn to apply a professional finish to your firearms 
and restore the beauty of your old ones. See a layout used by professionals for profitable 
bluing and excellent results. Equipment, alternate heat sources and safety concerns are 
discussed in detail. (1 hour, 10 minutes) ONLY $47.95 postpaid 


Hot Bluing Firearms 


Building a Heat-Treating Furnace 
By John Benjamin 


John Benjamin has been building firearms for many years. Some of the nation’s most 
successful benchrest rifle barrels have been built by him. Part of his secret is the fantastic 
heat-treating furnace he built. He shows and describes how it is built, and how it is used. 
Barrels are heated in a vertical position, and gently brought to a state of stillness evenly 
throughout their entire length. His furnace has been used over 300 times without any 


evidence of wear. A bill of materials is included (45 minutes) ONLY $37.95 postpaid 


Technical Video Productions 
PO Box 454, Interlochen, Michigan 49643 
Phone (888) 452-6947 toll free 
Phone/Fax (231) 276-7194 
www.bay-com.com 
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exposure. The target is a military-type 
figure target with a 4" x 8" veebull and a 
8" x 16" bullseye. 


Match 63 — 500-Meter Snap Shooting 

This match represents engaging pop- 
up targets. The required position is prone 
with 1 field-expedient sighter and 10 on 
score. Two different military-type figure 
targets are used: The largest target appears 
for five 3-second exposures and has a 4" x 
8" veebull and a 8" x 16" bullseye. The 
smaller target appears for five 5-second 
exposures and has a 4" veebull and a 8" 
bullseye. 


Match 64 — 600-Meter “One shot, 
One kill” 

This match represents deliberate-type 
fire from a stationary position. The 
required position is prone with 2 sighters 
and 10 on score. The pair will have a total 
of 25 minutes for both to complete this 
match. Each shot is indicated as per 
Service Rifle Matches 1, 5 and 9. The 
target is a military-type figure target with 
a 4" x 8" veebull and a 8" x 16" bullseye. 


Match 65 — 800-Meter Harassing Fire 
This match represents harassing-type 

fire from a stationary position. The 

required position is prone with 2 sighter 


ue 


This is the modified kneeling position 
invented by Ron Surette. The rifle is 
supported by the forward leg and most 
of the body weight is sitting on the rear 
foot. With training shooters can, after 
running 100 meters and from a range 
of 200 meters, adopt this position and 
fore 2 shots within 10 seconds and get 
consistent hits. 
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and 10 on score. The pair will have a total 
of 25 minutes for both to complete this 
match. Each shot is indicated as per Match 
64. The target is two military-type figure 
targets, positioned 6" apart on a 4 foot 
screen, each with a 4" x 8" veebull and a 
8" x 16" bullseye. 


Match 66 — 400-Meter Falling Plates 
This match represents advancing on a 
defended position. The competitors run 
from the 500-meter line to the 400-meter 
firing point, carrying any equipment they 
intend to use. They must then engage eight 
12" square steel plates. Each competitor of 
the pair can fire only 5 rounds. The 
winners are the sniper pair that shoots all 
their plates down in the shortest time. 


Pistol Matches 2 
Throughout these matches there is also his mother reached ou 

a series of Pistol matches. The same rules _-in Displaced F Persons: : 
apply as above regarding pistols, ammo 
and equipment. There are enough matches 
that it would take too long to explain them 
all here. They are outlined in the rule 
book. 

u Hu | whi carats on loads-and hae infor: 
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is still considered kneeling and is 
acceptable in Canadian Service Rifle 
Shooting. 


Hrs: 7:30AM To 4:00PM PST M-F EMAIL: JGSTOOLS@HARBORSIDE.COM 
P. H W. iM. 
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Service Rifle Shooting In Canada 
Continued 


Who to Contact 

These matches are usually held annually during the last week 
of July and the first week of August at Connaught Ranges in 
Ottawa Canada. Although we are currently waiting for the 
military to make decisions as they do have to take into consider- 
ation their operational commitments. For more information on 
the NSCC matches, contact: 


Dominion of Canada Rifle Association 
45 Shirley Blvd., Nepean, ON, K2K 2W6 
Email—office @dcra.ca 
Website—www.dcra.ca 
Phone—613-829-8281 

As you can see, these matches are not like your NRA Service 
Rifle matches. It may well be that civilians in the US do not have 
the opportunity to shoot this kind of program. So it is a good 
reason to come on up and give them a try. Those of you in more 
operationally oriented jobs may want the chance to see some 
new ideas and test out your basic marksmanship skills. 


' A Veebull is the same as an X-ring, so called because the 


bull is worth 5 points (Roman number ‘V’) as opposed to 10 
points (Roman numeral ‘X’) 
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The LongShot Microlevel 
is a precision electronic device 
that indicates to the shooter in his 
peripheral vision when a predetermined 
level zone has been achieved. When the 
shooter's hold is outside of the predetermined 
level zone, indicators on either side show the shooter how to 
correct and get back on level quickly. Only one indicator is lit at any one time. 

When the green light is on, you're good to go. It's simple and reliable. 
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PLUS TAX &SHIPPING 
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for our Accuracy 
Package Pricing 


* Easy Zero Reset 3 Sensitivity Zones —» Field Tested 
* Durable, Reliable on 4 Brightness Levels —» Improves 
the Bench or In the Field + Mounts on Any Scope Accuracy 


NO BUBBLES TO LINE UP - YOU FOCUS ON YOUR TARGET. 
YOU DON'T LOOK AT IT, YOU SENSE IT IN YOUR PERIPHERAL VISION. 
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See website for precision 
accessories and product demo. 
www.microlevel.biz 


This picture shows a modified sitting position that was first used 
by a member of the rifle team from our Royal 22e Regiment. 
Although unorthodox, it is legal to use in Canada, is very stable 
and very forgiving. With very little practice, shooters can (at a 
range of 200 meters and within a 35 second time limit) adopt 
this position, fire five rounds at one target, do a mag change, 
fire five shots at a second target and get 10 solid hits. 


*. Neil Jones Custom Products 


17217 Brookhouser Road, Saegertown, Pa 16433 
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www.neiljones.com —njones@mdvl.net 


THE LEADER IN BUSHING STYLE DIES FOR 30 YEARS 
Custom Dies to fit YOUR Chamber 
Neck Sizing Bump Dies, Seating Dies, & WEW Full Length Adjustable Bump Die 
Built in either 7/8 x 14 Threaded Style or Benchrest Arbor Press Style 


CUSTOM BUILT RIFLES 
Live Varmint and Benchrest Rifles Built to the Highest Standards! 
Remington Actions Accurized, Sako Extractors Installed, 
& Lever Type Bolt Stops Installed 


TRIGGER TUNING 
Tuning of Most Bolt Action Rifle Triggers SAFELY to a Minimum 1 Pound. 
Call, Fax, or E-mail for further information and prices 


Knight Bullets are available in: 
© 22 cal. up to 54 grains 
¢6mm up to 70 grains 


(7, 74/4, 8 ogives) 
¢ 30 cal. up to 140 grains 
© call for pricing 


Congratulations to Ed Hall 
for winning the 2001 Super Shoot 
using Knight Bullets. 


Orders may be placed by contacting Brady Knight at: 
knightsbullets@cs.com — Telephone (334) 227-4567 
P.O. Box 452, Fort Deposit, AL 36032 


BY ROBB LUCAS 


The name Bob Sturgis might not ring a 
bell, but I'll bet, at one time or another, 
you did business with him. Back in 1960, 
when there were almost no dealer or retail 
outlets specializing in reloading compo- 
nents and equipment, Bob Sturgis and 
partner Al Melka founded a company 
called “Gander Mountain Shooters’ 
Supply, Inc.’ A shooter himself until the 
last days of his life, Bob left the range on 
Sunday, January 13‘, 2002, at the age of 
71. Yd like to tell you about this very 
private man and valued friend, hope you'll 
excuse me if I run a little long. 

I met Bob Sturgis in 1986, a time when 
our lives were on divergent paths. Bob had 
already built up and then sold Gander 
Mountain, he was wealthy and foot-loose: 
I was also in the retail business, but a 
manager not an owner, with a dream of 
writing gun articles and books. Yet our 
friendship was natural and lasting, like 
father-and-son; on any gun topic Bob 
always had the inside scoop, and I could 
listen to him talk about “who’s who” and 
“what's what” for hours. The first “big 
time” gun piece I ever sold to an editor 

was about a shotgun Bob owned, for the 
~ 1993 Gun Digest. For Precision Shooting 
Bob’s wife Marie kindly offered an 

_ original photo of Bob taken for that article. 
Re-reading “The Gallinaceous Grade 
’’ after Bob’s passing, I see I got one 
“thing right: when Bob Sturgis liked a 
particular gun, rifle, pistol, or shotgun, he 
stayed with it He bought guns to shoot, not 
to look at or lock away. After retirement 
from Gander he reloaded for his guns 


almost daily. He wasn’t a 
benchrest shooter but was 
meticulous about shooting 
from the bench when there 
was a need, such as zeroing 
a new Obermeyer barrel 
for one of his 40-X’s or 
testing a new lot of SX’s. 
But I’m getting ahead of 
myself, and let’s back up a bit. 

At the end of WWII, 1%* Lt. Robert 
Shaw Sturgis was a USAF flyer. His job 
was ferrying bombers, primarily B-17’s, 
from place to place within the US. After 
the war Bob landed a job, as the kids say, 
“to die for.” He became the fine gun buyer 
at the Marshall Field Department Store, 
Chicago location. Those years, handling 
and shooting all the great guns money 
could buy, determined Bob’s taste in 
firearms. The guns he acquired at Marshall 
Field, with a few refinements and 
additions like his 40-X’s, carried him 
through the rest of his business and 
sporting life, from cape buff in Zimbabwe 
to antelope and prairie-rats in Wyoming. 

In rifles, Bob preferred the basic ’98 
Mauser, starting with his “all-around” gun, 
a German-made .300 Weatherby. In his 
life he had exactly ONE custom rifle built, 
another Mauser in 6mm Rem, for antelope 
hunting. He owned four Sako rifles, a cute 
little Mannlicher-stocked .222, a Finn 
Bear .375 H&H, and, when he decided 
to go to Africa for the first time at age 68, 
he added another Sako in .416 Rem. In 
1994 bought a target-barreled Sako in .17 
Remington for naive rats on windless 
days. 

In shotguns, it was the over/under, clay 


targets 
to turkeys. Among over/ unders 

there was only one: the Browning 
Superposed. When I met Bob, he’d already 
fired almost three-quarters of a million 
rounds through his skeet Superposed and 
had killed 30,000 pheasants with his Grade 
IV 20 ga. As for handguns, Bob’s interest 
was purely utilitarian. In the early years at 
Gander he was his own accountant and 
payroll guard. Carrying around large 
amounts of cash, Bob carried either a 
Smith & Wesson Chief’s Special or a 
Walther PPK. I saw him shoot the Walther 
once. 

It was 1960 when Bob resigned at 
Marshall Field to start his own company. 
The original concept of Gander Mountain 
Shooters’ Supply was to fill a vacuum: at 
Marshall Field Bob learned there were few 
wholesale, or retail, sources for reloading 
supplies. Hundreds of thousands of ex-GI’s 
had come home from WWII with 7x57 
Mauser’s, 9mm Luger’s, and 9.3 drilling’s, 
and to shoot them they needed stuff! 

The first Gander Mountain Inc. was a 
dealer outlet. Bob and Al had the idea they 
could supply dealers, who could then sell 
to retail stores. In the 60’s they spent a lot 
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of time on the road demonstrating products 
like as presses and loading dies, because 
dealers who wanted to get into the 
reloading business had no idea what items 
to stock. Quickly the names “Gander” and 
“The Mountain Boys” got around. When 
Gander Mountain put out its first 64-page 
catalogue, Bob and Al were in the mail- 
order business selling direct to consumers. 
They moved to a 2", bigger, warehouse, 
then a 3, bigger yet. Bob put on an 
addition a retail showroom: he built a 2"4 
store up in a Milwaukee suburb. 

Every shooter who lived in northern 
Illinois and southern Wisconsin in the 60’s 
and 70’s has a Gander story. In 1978 I 
moved to Chicago looking for a job. I had 
an Interarms Mannlicher-stocked 7x57 
Mauser and a Vietnam-era S&W Model 10 
.38 Special that I wanted to shoot wadcut- 
ters through, and that’s when I became a 
Gander customer. A great Sunday for me 
was a day trip up to Wisconsin, first 
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cruising the aisles of the Gander Mountain 
store in Wilmot then firing the .38 or the 
7mm on the 100-200 yard range in Bristol, 
WI, nearby. 

But, unknown to me, in 1984 Bob sold 
Gander Mountain to a _ group of 
businessmen who wanted to grow it from a 
mail-order business to a retail operation, 
with dozens of outlets nationwide. 
Divorced, kids grown and gone, Bob began 
living “the shooting life,’ year round. 

October through March, bob hunted 
pheasants with his 20-gauge Grade IV 
Superposed, on average two or three hunts 
a week, 24 planted pheasants per hunt, all 
the dressed birds donated to the Salvation 
Army. March to May, he was in 
Georgetown, Colorado skiing and skeet- 
shooting. And in May Bob was back in 
Chicago but only as home base. Twice a 
month he’d leave town in his Jeep 
Wagoneer to shoot prairie-dogs... back 
then they were still called “dogs”.....in 
Wyoming, Colorado, North and South 
Dakota. Although Bob Sturgis dearly loved 
Brittany Spaniels and Browning 
Superposed’s for pheasants, I do believe his 
first love was his 40-X’s and prairie-dogs. 


AMERICAN MADE 


He was a shooter first, a hunter second: 
rambling unrestricted in his jeep through a 
moonscape prairie-dog town, Bob was at 
peace with the planet. 

To Bob, a serious varmint gun was a 
Remington 40-X, and no other gun would 
do for long-range work. He owned three 
40-X’s, a 6mm, a 22-250, and a .222, all 
with long 28 inch barrels, all with single- 
shot floorplates, all equipped with Leupold 
6-20 AO’s and Harris bipods. He fired his 
40-X’s from the bench only when he had 
to, and he was a fine, self-taught 
marksman. He liked to crane his long neck 
sideways to look through his scope, so that 
only his trigger-hand and shoulder touched 
the rifle. He liked the old Nosler “Zipedo” 
and the new Horady SX and SSX. 

The void in Bob’s busy life, in 1986, 
was that he was dog-less for the first time 
in years. He’d put down his last Brit and 
was determined never to go through that 
pain again. So he hunted behind strange 
dogs, Labs and Setters and Springers used 
by pheasant guides. Until he ran into 
Hallie, my Brit, which is how Bob and I 
met. That story goes....I’m walking to my 
truck... see this stranger, 6' 4" Bob 
Sturgis, leaning in through the driver’s 
window...holding up a dog biscuit to get 
my dog to look at him....but Hallie won’t 
give him the time of day.....because WE 
are going quail hunting and she had eyes 
only for me...which is when I learned one 
does NOT ignore Master Sturgis.....my 
first conversation with him was an ass- 
chewing!....what the hell kind of a bird 
dog doesn’t like biscuits! 

Of course, Bob decided he had to have 
a one-man dog like Hallie and he reasoned 
that a pup born in 1987 would probably 
outlive him, and that’s what happened. Bob 
charmed me into breeding Hallie, the result 
was Capital Gains III, the dog in the Gun 
Digest pictures. “Capper” doesn’t hunt 
pheasants any more but he’s still around. 
When Bob and I hunted pheasants together, 
we hunted our dogs separately, first the son 
then the mother. I well remember Bob’s 
usually-stern visage always melted 
watching Hallie’s propeller tail. 

And we hunted according to “Robert’s 
Rules of Order.’ As he probably ran his 
business, we did it his way. With pheasants, 
it was “strict gentlemen’s rotation,” regard- 
less of dog-work or shooting. With rats it 
was stands of 10 or 20 shots each, then 
moving to a new stand. Rifles were cleaned 
every 3" or 4" stand. 
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The way Bob got me into varmint shooting is a story worth 
telling. In the late “80’s, every chance he got, he tried to cajole me 
into buying a 40-X and using one of my three weeks of paid 
vacation to go prairie-rat shooting with him. But I didn’t have 
$1400 bucks for a gun and target scope and I needed my precious 
vacation time to become famous, to write a great book and some 
killer gun pieces. One wintry Chicago evening in 1989, I got a 
long-distance call from Colorado, Bob informing me that a heavy 
package would be arriving and to sign for it. A week later a box 
arrived; about 15 pounds-worth of long barreled 40-X rifle, 6-20 
Leupold, and Harris bi-pod. It was a .222 Rem. And Bob 
explained that when WE went prairie-dogging he’d use his .222, a 
fair competition. We went in July 1989 and at least once a year 
most every year through this past August. Bob could be extremely 
generous, and persistent. 

Varmint hunting never got old for him. The week before he 
died, Bob called to remind me that we were set to hunt the first 
week of August ’02. It was the New Year, he was organizing his 
shooting calendar. This year we’d go back to Mobridge, S.D. 
instead of southern Colorado. Because last year, on what proved to 
be Bob’s final prairie-rat safari, southern Colorado had been a 
huge disappointment. I won’t tell you the name of the towns in 
Colorado, you’ll understand why. After five days of finding very 
few rats in the old holes, with every rancher telling us he was over- 
run with the pests, we met one old friend who told us what was 
going on: cattlemen in the area were quietly poisoning their rats. 
They had to resort to poison because “conservationists” at FWS 
had advised them the black-tailed prairie-rat was going on the 


ORGE 
= 
SCORES: 
1000yd. & Varmint Hunting Stocks 
Designed by 9 time IBS 1LOOOyd. record holder & 1997 IBS 1000yd. 
Shooter of the year Bill Shehane. Features very little movement during} 
recoil, low center of gravity, 3" longer forend for longer barrels & 5/8" flat 
on bottom of buttstock to help stay on target during recoil. Available in 


LAMINATED WOOD in many colors & Fiberglass manufactured by, 
McMillan. 


The NXS Nightforce Scopes 
3.5-15x50mm, 3.5-15x56mm & 5.5-22x56mm 


Now Shipping: 8-32x56mm & 12-42x56mm 
Complete Target & Varmint Rifles & many more precision 
shooting products for the serious shooter 
Scopes available for same day shipping. 
Dealer programs available 
_ Call D&B Supply (704) 824-7511 
od Wwww.scopeusout.com 


a) 
VISA 
=D 


“endangered” list in Colorado. And once so classified... 
well....... fines and all the rest of it. Driving home, Bob and I 
talked about the irony. 

Hell, I can’t tell you about Bob Sturgis in a few paragraphs. He 
was a very private man who loved shooting. He admired a few 
good guns, trusted a few lucky people who got to know him, and 
he lived his life without apology or excuses. Some of us are lucky 
enough to experience a friendship that deepens to “hunter partner” 
status. And when you lose a partner, you lose more than you can 
explain. I miss Bob Sturgis a lot, and I wish you’d known him. 
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1 Toledo, Ohio. She was taken from her 
and in a tragic car accident, 
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BY DICK WRIGHT 


I really like the early morning hours 
before a “home match’, one held at the 
Harrison Sportsman’s Club in Harrison, 
Michigan. This particular morning was 
June Ist, 2002 and we had only been 
back from the Super Shoot for a week. 
Now I wondered if we might be pushing 
things a bit, scheduling a match just days 
after many of our shooters had returned 
from a week at Kelbly’s. Is it possible to 
O.D. on benchrest shooting? 

When we had set our schedule last 
December, we had been anxious to try a 
group shoot, something we had never 
done at the Harrison range and, at that 
time, June Ist seemed like a good day to 
do it. Besides, it’s too early in the season 
to have an overdose of competition, at 
least it was for me. The long winter was 
still real fresh in my mind. 

My alarm had been set for 6 AM but 
by 5:30 my eyes were wide open. I guess 
I was a little cranked up about the match 
so, deciding that further sleep would 
be impossible, I roll out of bed, flip the 
switch on the already-filled coffee pot 
and head for the shower. While the coffee 
perked, I lingered in the shower, letting 
the hot water beat the remaining sleep out 
of the old bod. 

Soon I was back upstairs, coffee and 
small cigar in hand, sitting in Glorya’s 
favorite chair and watching the sun come 
up over the far side of our lake. I was 
looking out thru the large picture window 
and across the deck. For a while I just sat 
there, taken with the tranquillity of this 


e bench shooting the Scott/Scoville Snake gun. 


place. The lake was calm and looked like 
burnished pewter, reflecting the sun as it 
just started to appear over the trees on the 
opposite shore. 

As the sun gradually chases the 
remaining darkness and mists away, birds 
start to come to the feeders we have 
suspended from the deck roof. I watch 
hummingbirds, orioles, a zillion gold- 
finches and chickadees, rose breasted 
grosbeaks and several varieties of wood- 
peckers arrive for their morning meal. On 
the lake a couple of geese are honking 
loudly. For a while I just sit there, letting 
the quiet beauty wash over me, trying to 
absorb it into my very soul...tranquility of 
the spirit is good before a competition. 
Alas, time went too fast and soon I had to 
leave... 

An hour later I pull up to the gate of 
the club, having dressed, thrown my rifle 
into the car (everything else was packed) 
and stopped to pick up the donuts that 
have always been a part of our matches. 
My partner, Don Mulder (together we run 
the Harrison matches), is just opening the 
gate as I arrive. 

This day will be our first group match, 
just one aggregate at one hundred yards. 
(We only have a 100 yd. range.) We have 
run score matches at the club since 1991 
but, lacking moving backers, have been 
reluctant to try a group match. After we 
finally made the decision to give it a try I 
was told by good friends, “We used to do 
that in the Detroit area....some guys shoot 
really small groups when there are no 
moving backers. Seems it’s always the 
same guys.” 
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erein we shoot a ru 
match on the honor system 
and it's not an oxymoron. 


However, we have known most of our 
regular shooters for years. It’s been seven 
years since anyone tried to win a match 
by cheating and that person had been 
made to feel very unwelcome. Many of 
these people were longtime friends and 
we decided to give it a try. 

Don opens the gate and heads for the 
main clubhouse for the sound system. I 
drive back to the range shack to open 
the small office. Over the years we have 
arrived at a system that seems to get the 
job done with minimal fuss. Don takes 
care of the range preparation each match 
and I handle the paperwork. I open my 
briefcase, lay out the already numbered 
targets and get ready for the first shooters 
to arrive. It is now approaching eight AM 
and the match starts at ten. 

The first to arrive are Francis and Paul 


a id 


Tough guy to beat. Ken Hottenstein won 
the 2000 Super Shoot. 
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Becigneul. Francis has experience as a 
match director and has consented to come 
preloaded and to help me by measuring 
the targets. 

Soon more contestants arrive and for 
a little more than an hour I am kept very 
busy registering competitors, collecting 
match fees, assigning benches and just 
trying to keep things organized. 

My daughter Holly and her husband, 
Ron Michaels, show up and _ Holly 
immediately starts to help in the office. 
This gives Francis and I a chance to get 
our own benches set up and for us to get 
our windflags placed. 

By nine-thirty almost everybody is 
there and well organized. Now is time 
for the coffee and donuts and many small 
bull sessions. This will be the first group 
match for several of the shooters and the 
small talk eases the pre-match tension. 

I was quite delighted recently when 
Ken Hottenstein called and said he had a 
new job and was moving to Cadillac, MI 
which is only about forty-five minutes 
from our range. Ken is the young fellow 
who won the Super Shoot in 2000 and he 
would now be shooting with us on a 
regular basis. I have always felt that, in 
any sport, by competing against high 
quality competition, it is easier for one to 
raise his own skill levels. Anyway, having 
Ken shoot with us certainly gives us a 
standard against which to judge our own 
skills. 

Something I kept from the other 
shooters were my sincere intentions of 
winning this, our first group match. All 
spring, since Shamrock I in mid-March, 
my rifle had been shooting exceptionally 
well, hampered only by the various inepti- 
tudes of the owner/operator. Besides, this 
was MY range where I had shot consider- 
ably more than anyone. Truthfully, it had 
been about three years since I won a 
match at Harrison (in spite of the fact that 
I do all the scoring) and it was getting to 
be high time that I did so. 

Another very good reason for me to 
win... was the only competitor with a 
Wind Probe, the new type wind gauge 
designed, built and sold by Gene Beggs of 
Odessa, Texas, retired airline pilot and 
long-time benchrest competitor. I have 
been using the Probe all spring on my 
range at home. The more I use it, the more 
I understand what it is telling me and the 
more I am coming to rely on it. 


I was squadded on the first relay and as 
we were called to the benches, I tried to 
crank myself up mentally to some level of 
steely determination. Hey, when you are a 
card carrying senior citizen (Medicare, 
Social Security, AARP, etc) “steely” 
anything becomes an issue. I said nothing 
to the other competitors about my inten- 
tion to win the thing, having learned a 
long time ago that such activities would 
almost certainly insure a healthy dose of 
egg on one’s face. 

I spent the final ten minutes before we 
would shoot just sitting at the bench and 
watching the wind flags. The light breezes 
seemed friendly enough although they 
were constantly switching, as is the norm 
at the Harrison range. My front rest, rear 
bag, drummer’s stool, and rifle were 
arranged comfortably and I was ready... 

We have a three minute sighting-in 
period before the first match for each 
relay. It has become my habit to shoot 
quite a few shots during this period and to 
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also shoot a number of sighters after the 
seven minute first match has started. I 
want to shoot enough to feel I really know 
just where the gun is shooting and why 
the bullets are impacting where they are 
before attempting my five record shots. 

My ammo was pre-loaded with the 
load that has shot very well for me all 
spring and which I could depend on not to 
go nutso when the temperature and 
humidity changed. As usual I was 
shooting my Scott/Scoville Snake gun, 
this time with my Hart 15" twist barrel 
chambered in 222SKI, a .22 PPC with the 
shoulder pushed back and the overall 
length shortened .100". I had loaded 48 
clicks Jones, 26.2 grains, of my much- 
loved Scot Brigadier 322 powder, some of 
the hundred pounds or so that Glorya and 
I had purchased years ago. 

I was using Bart’s 52 grain .22 bullets 
and with very good reason. All last year 
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and all spring I have shot and tested 
bullets made by many of the custom 
bullets makers who make good benchrest 
bullets. I have found that, in my barrels, I 
can shoot really tiny groups with Bart’s 
bullets as well as Don Gentner’s and Cecil 
Tucker’s pretty little boat tails. I probably 
test .22 benchrest bullets more than I need 
to because that’s what I shoot and what I 
have to depend on in a match. 

I have another motive for all the 
testing...I regard Lt. Col. Bart Sauter as a 
good friend and J do not want any hint or 
trace of any “old boy network” thing 
influencing anything I might write about 


in these pages. I have learned over the 
twelve years that I have written for the 
magazine that people read these pages and 
believe what they read. 

I learned this lesson the hard way...the 
first year I worked for Precision Shooting 
I believed something a powder manufac- 
turer and advertiser (they have since gone 
out of business) told me and reported 
same in these pages. It turned out to be 
wrong and I was quickly informed that it 
was wrong by more people than I was 
happy about. I won’t do it again. There is 
a responsibility that comes with this job. 
Anyway, I shoot Bart’s Bullets (PS adver- 
tiser) because I can’t find any that shoot 
better and I have tried a lot. 

I learned something else about Bart’s 
.22 bullets from my friend, Larry Feusse, 
last summer. Larry is a very bright and 
dedicated experimenter who knows all 
about the scientific method. Larry called 
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8 oz. - $3.50. POWDER BOTTLE WITH LIFT OUT CAP, 16 oz. - $5.00 


2002 PRODUCT CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE. 


Robert W. Hart & Son will gladly ship your powder and primers for only one hazard- 
ous fee of $17.00! This is a tremendous bargain when you consider that this would 
normally cost you $34.00. 


Send $2.00 for our shooters supply catalog 


R.W. Hart & Son, INc. 
401 Montgomery Street, Nescopeck, PA 18635 
Order line: 1-800-368-3656, Phone: (570) 752-3655, Fax: (570) 752-1088 


E-Mail: rwhart@earth.sunlink.net 


Web site: www.rwhart.com 


TO BETTER SERVE OUR CUSTOMERS ROBERT W. HART & SON, INC. 
NOW HAS 24 HOUR VOICE-MAIL FOR ORDERS. 


foswn) DOVER 


“VISA, UPS C.O.D. 


and told me he had learned something 
about Bart’s bullets that, up till now, I 
haven’t chosen to share... 

Larry set up two chronographs, one 
right in front of his rifle and one in front 
of the 200 yard target on his home range. 
He found that when you started any of the 
.22 bullets that he tried at the same speed, 
Bart’s would get to the target first, faster 
even than boat tails. He attributed this to 
the ogive, they are about an eight, and to 
the very small hole in the hollow point. 
They seem to be just a little more efficient, 
aerodynamically, and to lose a little less 
speed in their journey to the target. 

What this means to you and I, gentle 
reader, is that the time taken for these 
bullets to arrive at the target is very 
slightly less and the resulting wind deflec- 
tion will also be just slightly less...they 
simply have less exposure to the wind. 
Will this information win the Super Shoot 
for you or I? Probably not, but it may 
make your agg just a tad smaller and that’s 
the way this sport progresses...in tiny 
increments. The way I shoot, Ill take 
every small increment I can get. 

Seems, before I went off on a tangent, 
that we were sitting at the bench and 
waiting to shoot our first group... 

Anyway, the range officer did tell us to 
“Commence fire” that fine sunny morning 
and we did so. During the three minute 
sighting-in period I had shot ‘ell out of the 
two bottom sighter bulls in my target. 
Now I would shoot a really small three 
shot group in the top sighter and proceed 
to shoot five into the record bull. As long 
as I shot in the same condition, the bullets 
would go just where I wanted them. 

I managed to finish my record shots 
with about two minutes to spare and took 
time to check out the other competitors 
targets. While there were some good 
groups, none were quite as small as mine. 
O.K., I was part way to my goal. Soon the 
range officer told us to “Cease Fire” and 
we did so, removing our equipment from 
the bench and making way for the second 
relay. 

While the other competitors went to 
reload and clean their rifles, Francis and I 
went into the range house and started to 
score the targets. We had decided that 
Francis would measure them and I would 
record same. I was happy when Francis 
measured my first target as a .152". It was 
the small group of our relay. 


— °°} 
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The second relay targets came in 
shortly and it looked like Kenny 
Hottenstein, who was on that relay, had 
shot a really small one. It was, measuring 
.136" and putting him into the lead. 

The third relay shot and, again, a 
couple of shooters would have targets in 
the “one’s” with a couple more in the low 
“2’s”. We noted that Tom Horvath, the 
only competitor shooting a factory rifle 
had a .255" group for his first attempt. 
While it wasn’t the best group of the first 
match, it was the only one shot with a 
completely standard Ruger M-77 cham- 
bered in .22 PPC. Tom attended the 
NBRSA Benchrest School at Holton last 
September and he really knows how to 
make a factory gun shoot. 

Soon the first relay and I are back on 
the benches for the second match. Both 
my rifle and I are settled down and I 
can go into my normal match routine... 
shooting only a couple of sighters to test 
different conditions and waiting for my 
chosen condition to come along to fire my 
five record shots. 

I am learning more about the Wind 
Probes as I shoot. My first impression was 
that they would be of little value in either 
asix o’clock or twelve o’clock wind since 
their movement is strictly one dimen- 
sional. That may be so but it is rare that 
any breeze should come from exactly six 
or twelve o’clock. If you are watching 
regular flags, daisy wheels or others, it 
may look to you like a perfect six or 
twelve o’clock, but that wind will almost 
always be off by a degree or so. When it is 
off just slightly, you can see it with the 
Probe, because it will tilt just slightly, 
right or left and you can see it on the dial. 
Beware...be very aware, of shooting when 
the Probe is oscillating between just right 
and just left of twelve o’clock...your target 
will point out your mistake. Certainly, you 
can hold for same and do so successfully. 
Fact is, you will have to if you want a 
good group. 

I carefully watch my Probe and daisy 
wheels and carefully shoot my five shot 
group. The winds are just slightly stronger 
and it will be measured a .234", not as 
good as the first one. When young Ken 
shoots on second relay, his group will be 
.243" and we will be a little closer in the 
standings, both agging in the “One’s”, 
with him just slightly ahead. 

Again we leave the benches and 


Francis and I score targets in the range 
shack while the second and third relays 
shoot. The day has settled down to bright 
sunshine and mild breezes, perfect for a 
benchrest match. We have coffee in the 
shack and fresh donuts to munch on. Now 
competitors start to come in and silently 
(they better do it silently) look over my 
shoulder at the standings. I long for 
a laptop and a printer so we could post 
the standings after each match. Maybe 
some day. 

We carefully watch the targets for any 
sign that someone fired two or three shots 
and decided that was good enough...no 
moving backers, remember. Still, before 
long, Francis and I cease worrying about 
any cheating and sort of settle into the 
proper mood of a really enjoyable match. 
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Why not? It’s a perfectly loverly day, 
winter’s gone and we are shooting with 
our friends. Does it get any better than 
that? 

We were surprised after the second 
relay shot when we got a target marked 
“Four shots” from one of the new 
shooters. His group was such that we 
couldn’t really count his shots so he told 
us. For years we have hung our own 
targets in Harrison, not having a range 
crew. It’s about making do with the 
resources we have. And it works just 
splendidly for us. Although some of 
the “Rules Nazis” that stalk Benchrest 
Central on the net each winter might have 
a bird about the way we do things, I think 


Continued on next page 


The Good Old Days...——“ssan oe 


The Great Old Guns... eae is sagatee 
THE SINGLE SHOT EXCHANGE 


Interested inthe guns ofyesteryear? Then g-} Pye SSR TS 
join thousands of Antique Arms Enthusi- 


K n (BPCIBPCS) 
asts worldwide & subscribe to The Single GRY rst ca 
Shot Exchange. Learn from shooters & Bterym rot ty 


* Shooters’ Stories 

* How-To Articles 

+ BUSY LETTERS SECTION 
* Product Reviews 


COA SCR MUM’ LOTS OF BUY-SELL-TRADE * Match Schedules 


alike—as they share their experience, MtGrite mcs 7 04 
ideas, and pve forthe he Tce * Collector's Corner 


ists. Find the 


Shop the Buy-Sell-Trade 
resources & services youneed. Comejoin 
the excitement today! 


$3.00 Sample Issue 


Call for Subscription Rates Outside U.S. 
The Single Shot Exchange Magazine 
Dept. PS, P.O. Box 1055, York, SC 29745 
Visa/MasterCard Accepted 


* Humor & More! 


Black Powder « Se 
a Conte garnet 


Ph/fax 
(803) 628-5326 


‘TIntroducing” 


Baer Complete Shooting Rest System 


2 piece system, connects front & rear forming a single rest system 


Options; engraving, windage adj.front, 6 rear. 
Tops available; unlimited, heavy & light bench, varmint 
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Harrison Match — Wherein 
We Shoot A Group Match 
On The Honor System And 
It’s Not An Oxymoron. 


Continued 


we probably have more fun at matches 
than they do. I mean, how much can you 
enjoy a match if you spend all your time 
worrying about the bottom of someone 
else’s rear bag? 

This is the major reason we run our 
matches unregistered, so we can do things 
the way that works best for us, rather than 
the way someone else has decided we 
should. Evidence that we might be doing 
things right would be found in Precision 
Shooting magazine if our match results 
were published. By my count, our score 
matches average just about double the 
attendance of those matches whose results 
are published. This, way up in the 
Northwoods, two hundred miles from any 
real population center. 

We shoot and score the third match. 
Ken Hottenstein shoots a very nice .161" 
which, compared to my .215", puts him a 
little further ahead. Meanwhile, Jim 
Hutchison, the crafty old master of the 
Harrison range (since we started shooting 
in 1991, Jim’s won about twice as many 
matches as anyone else) shoots an .098". 
Jim’s first two groups had been around a 
quarter-inch but the tiny .098" brings him 


up into contention with Ken and I. 

It is my turn to shoot small in the 
fourth match. My .169" group is better 
than Ken’s .273" and Hutch’s .193". It 
appears that the standings are very close 
and, after the targets are scored and hung, 
I quickly add up the four-group aggs. on 
my calculator. At this point I am leading 
after four with a .192" agg followed by 
Ken with a .203" and Hutch with a .222". 
It’s close enough that the match will be 
won or lost on the last target. 

In an act of really despicable sports- 
manship, I decide to find out how tough 
the kid is... wander out and find Kenny. 

“T just checked the scores. It’s kinda 
close.” 

“Yeah.” Ken doesn’t talk all that much 
but he keeps good track of what’s going 
on. 

“T guess it will be won or lost on the 
last group.” 

Ken doesn’t say anything. 

“Don’t you feel a little pressure here in 
front of your friends?” 

“Nah...pressure’s when you sit down 
for the last match at the Super Shoot and 
everything reads, “One, one, one....That’s 
pressure. This isn’t pressure.” 

I decide that I’ve psyched out young 
Ken as much as I am going to and wander 
back into the office. 

When we sat down and shot the last 
match it seems that I had psyched myself. 
(Tell me there isn’t a God with strong 
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views on right and wrong.) The winds 
were slightly stronger and switching a 
little more rapidly. I watch the flags for a 
while and decide that it won’t be getting 
any better. 

My first record shot goes right where it 
should, out on the edge of the moth ball at 
three o’clock. The second shot opens that 
hole up just a little. The wind continues to 
switch and I have to hold a little for all of 
the last three shots...different place every 
time. Each shot hits the group but opens 
up the hole just a bit. The last one drops 
out the bottom and enlarges the group by 
about half a bullet hole. The group looks 
like kind of a splatter instead of nice and 
round and I despair...I did it to myself by 
violating a rule that should be sacred to 
me. To wit: “If you are going to shoot a 
lousy group, do it in the last minute or 
two, never before.” 

Instead I am finished quite early and 
then sit and watch the flags change to “my 
condition”, the condition I had shot small 
in all day, and stay there for the last two 
minutes. 

The group looks huge and I think, 
“Four tenths.” 


Wipe Out” 
Brushless Bore Cleaner 


contains: no acid - no ammonia 
odorless 
anti corrosive 


WEAVER xT-15 15 power scope, will really perform on either target or 
varmint. With adjustable objective from infinity down to 30 feet, best repeat- 
able Micro-Trac adjustments made in mid-height target turret, with 1/4 minute 
click adjustments. Comes with duplex style reticle with fine crosshair center 
so you can quarter your point of aim on target or the ear of a varmint. Lenses 
multi-coated for the best bright sharp image. Latest model, special matte 
black, new in factory box. Suggested List $344.99 - Sell 


safe for most 
: 5 stock finishes ( 
Two or more each $188.50 eer 
NEW BUSHNELL 4-12x40 Adjustable Objective 
A really great scope which will help you achieve the ultimate accuracy out of 
any rifle, .22’s through big magnums. The adjustable objective allows for greater 
accuracy in short and long range situations. Bushnell quality - the most popular 
scope we offer. It performs! New, with factory warranty, 1” tube. 
New Sell $68.50 - Two each $64.50 - Three or more each $59.95 


NEW BUSHNELL 400 Yard Laser Rangefinder .. 6-644$179.95 


TO ORDER CALL 928-445-4255 OR SEND 
MONEY ORDER OR CREDIT CARD INFO TO 


UPE. eS i, 


great for 
centerfire 
and 
blackpowder 


new formula 
twice as fast 


Sharp Shoot R Precision 


P.O. Box 171 


Paola, Kansas 66071 
785-883-4444 phone 


785-883-2525 fax 


e-mail=BORECLEANR@aol.com 
HTTP://www.sharpshootr.com 
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I’m dead meat. 

I did it to myself and therefore decide 
that there is no reason to sulk. We repair to 
the range shack and score targets. Francis 
measures mine at .270", much better than 
I thought and I decide I still have a 
chance...only if Ken and Hutch do 
something as stupid as I did. 

They don’t. 

Ken Hottenstein won it by shooting a 
.198" when it counted. So much for trying 
to shake up a Super Shoot winner. Hutch 
shot a .219" and put me down in third 
place. Bob Scarborough, Sr. was fourth 
with a .2454" and Tom Metcoff fifth with 
a .2500", an even quarter-inch. 

The aggs for the first three were Ken 
.2022", Hutch with a .2058" and the writer 
with a .2080". Less than six thousandths 
of an inch separated those three places. 
Now I decide this is fun and wanna do it 
again...soon. 

The match over, everybody cleans 
and puts their equipment away while we 
get the final standings. At the award 
ceremony my pal and partner, Don 
Mulder, (some pal) feigns amazement that 
I should end up as high as third place. 

Our matches are quite inexpensive, 
only ten bucks entry fee for one agg. 
Therefore first place money isn’t 
much...ten dollars and, thanks to PS 
writer Joe Krupa and the club, a nice little 
“match winner” pin for one’s hat. Second 
place gets five dollars. Third place gets 
only the clap. 


Jim Hutchison has won more in 
Harrison than anybody. 


Earlier Don had called and ordered 
pizza for everybody which was delivered 
just about the time we had things wrapped 
up. Ron Breedlove and Joe Westbrook ran 
down to the corner store and brought back 
soft drinks and ice. 

Now most of the shooters linger, 
munching pizza and rehashing the match. It 
was such a nice day, seventy degrees, sunny 
and dry, that few seemed to want to leave. 

Larry Feusse had shot his rail gun in 
preparation for Unlimited competition in 


For further information or to 


at: (706) 335-8165 or E-mail at 

hoodpress@benchrest.com. You 
can also visit our web site at 

www.benchrest.com/hoodpress 


HOOD’S RELOADING PRESS 


® Designed for Benchrest Shooters who have 
the desire for a compact press that is light- 
weight, extremely rigid, and portable. 


® This press will accommodate the (Wilson) 

type inline seater and neck dies as well as full 
length bump and neck sizing dies that use the 
common 7/8-14 thread. 


@ The stroke is 2 1/2”, weight is 61/2 Ibs. and 
the dimensions are 1 1/2” x 4” x 10 1/4” (Fits 
in the drawer of most shooting boxes). Ca// 

for other sizes and their availability. 


place an order, please contact us 


the Nationals. He shot it well, ending up 
with a .218" agg. When he asked me 
about shooting it we had agreed that it 
would be just for practice, probably 
wasn’t fair for the 10-1/2 and 13-1/2 Ib. 
gun shooters to have to compete with an 
Unlimited rifle. That was fine with Larry. 
It was the first time that some of the 
competitors had seen this sort of rifle and 
they seemed quite fascinated by same. 


Continued on next page 


REG * TOOLING 


Ronald E Giddish, Owner 

PO Box 372 

108 Church St 

Wyalusing PA 18853 

Phone: 570-746-1716 Fax: 570-746-1716 
E-mail: 7mm08@msn.com 


YOU WANT IT! I'LL MAKE IT! 


Match Rifle Sights 


Picatinney Configuration Sights for 
AR-15/M-16 Flat Tops or Space Guns 


Sights made of 2024-T354 Aluminum 

Redfield type mount 

Posts and threads are heat-treated stainless steel 
Posts ride in steel bushings 

Stainless steel hardware by American manufactures 
Titanium scales 


Also Available 


Wind-age and elevation are in 1/4-minutes, with 3 minutes per revolution, with 1/4-minute increments 
Scales are zero-able with over 42 minutes total wind-age and 72 minutes of total elevation 


Accepts Gehmann and Anschutz accessories (9.5 mm x 1) 
Available at competitive prices 
Left-handed model available at slightly higher prices 


Service Rifle configuration sight in right or left handed available at slightly higher prices 


Lifetime limited manufacturer’s warranty 
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Harrison Match — Wherein 
We Shoot A Group Match 
On The Honor System And 
It’s Not An Oxymoron. 


Continued 


Finally, reluctantly, the last of us leave 
the range. We will be back soon, having a 
score match scheduled in two weeks. 

My home is only about twenty minutes 
thru the boonies. As I make the short drive 
I wonder at our reluctance to have a group 
match on the honor system. Our matches 
aren’t that big...we usually have three full 


BUSHING SIZING 
& SEATING DIES 


IMPROVE ACCURACY 

Use your custom reamer to 
build the perfect match between 
cartridge and chamber. 


CNC Built 
416 Stainless or 12L-14 Carbon Steel. 


(non-hardened) 


READY TO REAM 


pilot hole sizes 17 - 338 Cal. Use standard 


3/8 x 1/2 Reading or Wilson bushings. 


NEWLON 


PREC 
2465 Coachman Rd. Mariposa, CA 95338 


relays of ten benches each. Once or twice 
a year we have four full relays. It’s not 
like we are competing for a National 
Championship or determining world policy. 

In retrospect, our reluctance to shoot 
an honor system match seemed 
unfounded. This point was driven home 
when new shooter Elton Rountree gave us 
the target marked “Four shots”. What 
better example of sportsmanship? 

I smile at the thought and drive on 
home. We have another group match 
scheduled for the first Saturday in August. 
Count on me to try my hardest to beat that 
pesky kid (read Hottenstein) then. Maybe 


Starting at 


$49.00 


+Shipping & Handling 


next year we will shoot about half and 
half, group and score matches. I don’t 
ever want to de-emphasize the score 
shooting. It seems that new shooters are 
more comfortable if they start by shooting 
score. I think it’s got to do with shooting 
at a bull’s-eye, the same thing most all 
shooters have done since day one. 

I think that over the twelve years we 
have had matches in Harrison, the thing 
we are proudest of is the number of new 
shooters who have come with varmint and 
prairie dog rifles. You wouldn’t believe 
how many people with Rem. 700 22-250’s 
have shot there, and, a year or so later, 
ended up at Holton and Kelbly’s shooting 
a modern benchrest rifle in a big match. 
Long live small matches, it’s where you 
grow benchrest shooters. 

Dick Wright 

Staff Writer 


Bart’s Bullets 

321 Country Lane 
Radcliffe, KY 40160 
1-270-877-7282 

E-mail: the6ppc @aol.com 


Wind Probes 

Gene Beggs 

156 Conley Place 

Odessa, TX 79762 
1-915-367-0329 

E-mail: Gene Beggs @aol.com 
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Information & Orders (209) 966-8141 Fax (209) 966-8142 


PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION 


U.S. (___) Precision Shooting, one year $37.00. Foreign, one year (_ ) Europe — $70.00 
(___) Precision Shooting, two years $70.00. ( ) Australia, New Zealand — 
$92.00 
( ) Canada — $62.00 
(__ ) Mexico, S. America, 
Japan — $75.00 
( ) S.Africa, Israel — $90.00 
SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED 
( ) New (__ ) Renewal 
VISA. MAIL SUBSCRIPTION TO: €-.) 
S| PRECISION SHOOTING, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040 _ 
Make checks payable to Precision Shooting. 
Phone subscriptions to (860) 645-8776 (CT); Fax (860) 643-8215 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
VISA/MASTERCARD # § 
VISA MASTERCARD EXPIRATION DATE My Wind Probe on my home range. 
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Action Truing + Rebore Bolt Raceway 
Bolt Body Sleeves + Rebarrel & Chambering 
Bedding Systems + Piloted 17-19-20 Cal Reamers 


* TOOLING CATALOG FOR GUNSMITHING 
*GuN SHOP CATALOG FOR SERVICES 
* VIDEOS ON GUNSMITHING 


29742 W.C.R. 50 
HERSEY, CO 80644 


Satisfying users for over 30 years— 
INSIST ON IMPERIAL! 
The finest cartridge case lubricant made! 


Please add $2.00 shpg 1st item, .50 each addn'l * OH add 6% sales tax 
www.jcunard.com | Lot 

Jcuné 4\Bp Available at your dealer 
ezway@infinet.com 4 or distributor 


B-Z-WAY SYSTEMS 
BOX 4310, NEWARK, OH 43058-4310 « 740-345-6645 


THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 
To 
PRECISION RIFLE BARREL FITTING 
2nd edition 


*198 PAGES WITH 95 CAD ILLUSTRATIONS. 
“EACH STEP FULLY ILLUSTRATED WITH ONE OR 
MORE CAD DRAWINGS. 
*20 DRAWINGS FOR MAKING JIGS & TOOLS. 
* THREADING, CHAMBERING, HEADSPACING, 
FITTING, CROWNING, BLUEPRINTING, & MORE. 
* ALL STEPS EXPLAINED IN DETAIL. 
(SOFT BOUND) 
$34.95 PPD in USA. Check or MO to: 


JOHN HINNANT, PO BOX 690174, SAN 
ANTONIO, TX 78269 (210) 561-0665 


¢ FO:HIms 


Pe a Niko 
DISCOUNT 


@olorad D ptics 


1-800-640-6607 


The Shooters’ Corner, Inc. 
8 New Jersey Ave. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
(973) 663-5159 

¢ We pay TOP DOLLAR for used benchrest, 40X and 
varmint hunting rifles and equipment and estates. 

* Largest inventory of USED benchrest rifles and 
equipment in USA. 

* Large inventory of USED varmint hunting rifles 
factory and custom. 

* Send SASE (#10 size) for 10 page list of used rifles 
and equipment. 

* We also stock a wide variety of BR loading equipment, 
pedestals, and scopes. 

* Precision Benchrest/Varmint bolt action gunsmithing by 
Bob White. 

Visit us on the web @ benchrest.com/shooters corner 


IBS & NBRSA 


1000 yard 
World Records 


Fax: (970) 356-5940 www.gtrtooling.com = 


OUTDOORSMAN, INC 


RD 1, Box 228, Kingsley, PA 18826 
PH 570-222-3390; Fax 570-222-3395 
M-F 10-5, Sat. 10-3 
Shooting Accessories & Guns for the 
Serious Varmint Target Shooter 


SPECIALITY ITEMS 


Fine Rifles from: Cooper, Kimber, Anschutz 
of America, Cascade Arms, & Dakota Rifles. 
Speciality models for: Silhouette, BR-50, & 
other exacting accuracy disciplines. 
—______ AVAILABLE f= 
Coopers new MD 57 22LR’s are here along 
with his new Peregrine Single Shot action. 
Call for calibers & options. The 14 cals. are 
just around the corner. Lots of varminters in 
stock. 
Contact Tom, Lloyd or Joanne 
email: thomasguns @aol.com 


If you don't like our bullets... 
We'll buy them back! 


a e 


902 Bon Street 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 
(865) 988-3951 shop 
(865) 988-3951 fax 
6mm benchrest bullets formed by hand, 100% Made in the USA. 

Visit our web site at: www.johnsonprecision.net 
email: sales@johnsonprecision.net 


Johnson 
Precision 
Bullets 


CLAY SPENCER 
Benchrest Rifles 
1,000-yard Rifles 
Silhouette Pistols 

Live Varmint Rifles 
High Grade Hunting Rifles 
Benchrest Handguns 


SPENCER'S 
CUSTOM GUNS 
Precision Stainless Rifle Barrels 


4107 Jacobs Creek Drive 
Scottsville, VA 24590 
(434) 293-6836 Shop Phone 
(434) 293-6836 Shop Fax 
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TM Stockworks 


Specializing in: 


Pillar Bedding of Wood Stocks 
° Glue-Ins ¢ Block Bedding 
¢ Bluing ¢ Airbrushing 
¢ Stock Painting 


° Glass Peening 
¢ Nickle Plating 


CONTACT: Tom Meredith 
6355 Maplecrest Road 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46835 


(219) 485-5389 


G.B.WINDFLAGS 
584 E. Hillcrest Drive, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
Get A “BEARING” ON THE WIND WITH GB WINDFLAGS 
2 BEARING PIVOT MOUNT SYSTEM MAKES THESE FLAGS 
VERY SENSITIVE TO THE SLIGHTEST CHANGE IN 
CONDITIONS. ADJUSTABLE COUNTER-WEIGHT ALLOWS 
THESE FLAGS TO BE EASILY BALANCED. DAISY AND BALL 
TYPE FLAGS AVAILABLE. ALL SURFACES MACHINED. 
Gary Long 570-458-5444 Bill Creasy 570-784-8021 
www.xtremeaccuracy.com/gbwindflags/ 


Go from 
SHOP to © 
SHOOT... 


Shop your LOCAL DEALER at 
is .com 


SHOOTERS 


WILSON 


Rifled Gun Barrels 
Custom—Production 
.17 cal thru .50 eal 

alloy and stainless 


The Wilson Arms Co. 
63 Leetes Island Road 
Branford, Conn. 06405 
Tel: 203-488-7297 
Fax: 203-488-0135 


visit our website @ 
www. wilsonarms. com 
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PULL g@HERE 


For benchrest 
precision 


Wallace’s Gunsmithing 
Custom Rifles 


Hunting Rifles 1000 Yard Benchrest 


JEWELL TRIGGERS 


MATCH GRADE STAINLESS TRIGGERS FOR: 
CUSTOM BENCHREST ACTIONS 


: ‘ : : REMINGTON 700, 40x, ETC. 
teloading, | Tactical Rifles Service Rifles MODEL 70 WINCHESTER, SAKO FINNFIRE P94 
jacket drawing, 540-888-4582 AR-15, LIVE CENTER SCOPE RINGS 

and bullet Easter Standard Time PULL RANGES FROM 1.5 OZ. TO 5 LB 
swaging. The ae i 


Corbin S-Press... OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 
only §269:°° buys 


SAFETY TOP OR BOTTOM, LEFT OR RIGHT 
laboratory perfor- 


ft f — BOLT RELEASE LEVER, LEFT OR RIGHT 
: TWO-STAGE 
mance in an all-steel, SCO@PLEVEL — 
American-made tool. Eee ee et 3620 Highway 123 
Immediate delivery. 


San Marcos, TX 78666 
Details on-line or 1 leit Rabbis (512) 353-2999 
send $1 Visa/MC www.scopievel.com 
P 


for info. 


Torrington needle bearings 


req es ihe Complete Bench & Varmit Rifles Get That dasa on Straig ht 
Barrel Installations 
PO Box 2659, White City, OR 97503 Superior Custom Dies en } S 
Phone 541-826-5211 Fax 541-826-8669 Caer Cas shop 


www.swage.com sales@corbins.com 3464 Messersmith Rd. 


York, PA 17404 717-792-1069 
email: bobgreencustomgunshop@netzero.com 


$19.95 + s/h 
$2.00 to lower 48 - $3.50 to AK, HI 
Segway Industries 
P.O. Box PS783 
Suffern, NY 10901 
845-357-5510 
http://www.segway-industries.com 


Miller Arms, Inc. 


P.O. Box 260 Purl St. © St. Onge, SD 57779-0260 © (605) 642-5160 


pularity of the M1 Garand today. First, of course, is 
le scene, and also via the CMP at a discount price 

ne M1 Garand simply does not look particularly : 
a the — Rifle” Foes foe 4 tocause 


" 
gall 


-an-old-friend scenario. And 
as-issued highpower rifles, but 


Our newest book, Precision Shooting with the M1 Gare 
book. It starts off with the ever popular ten-article ser 
which originally appeared in Precision Shooting in the 1993-199 
out, due in part to the popularity of this series of i: 
authored articles on the M1 Garand, and finally a baie ul 


Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, fax 


residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales ~~ 


» ORDER NOW: @ $12.95, plus shipping and handli 
V orders (including Canada) will be charged actual oe " 
(00 643-8 
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Bull Mountain 
Rifle Co. 


Custom Rifles © Custom Stocks 
Target Rifles 


> BENCHREST QUALITY < 


Building, Live Varmint, Sporter, 
and Light Magnum Rifles. 
Bedding * Custom Trigger Work 
Muzzle Breaks 


Call Mon-Fri (RMT) 
Anytime 
(406) 656-0778 


Randy Melvin, Prop. 


6327 Golden West Terrace 
Billings, MT 59106 


Attention! Wildcat Reloaders! 
Pre-formed wildcat brass now available: 
Ackley, Gibbs, 17 MachIV and 22 Cheetah 

r MKI and many more! 
s€-) GRAYBACK WILDCATS 
" 5306 Bryant Ave. 


Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
(541) 884-1072 


ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 


THE FINEST PORTABLE 
BENCHREST AVAILABLE. 


Heavy steel legs & rugged angled 
brackets. Large 1'/2" thick heavy 
top. 29"W x 44"L x 33"High. Easy 
setup. 3 Leg Model 55 Ibs. $169.95. 
4Leg Model 65 Ibs. $189.95. 3-4 Leg 
Combo Model 69 Ibs. $199.95. Plus 
UPS. 

ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS, 
P.O. BOX 4609S, HELENA, MT 
59604. (406) 442-5560. Visa/MC 


OPTICAL 
SERVICES CO. 


CUSTOM POWER INCREASE (+60%) FOR 
MOST TARGET SCOPES, $110. UNERTL, 
LYMAN STS, REDFIELD 3200, 6400, MK-IV 
(INCLUDES NEW RETICLE) $175. 
BENCHREST, DOTS, VARMINT RETICLES 
FOR LYMAN, LEUPOLD, UNERTL, B&L, 


WEAVER T SCOPES, $60. WEAVER 
T-SERIES REBUILD & BLUEPRINT, 
$75.PLEASE ADD $6.50 FOR SHIP- 
PING AND INSURANCE. 


BILL ACKERMAN 


5489 Santa Teresita Drive 
P.O. Box 1174 
Santa Teresa, New Mexico 88008 
(505) 589-3833 


Canjar 
sees Triggers 


Set and single-stage 
models for most _ 
popular bolt action {pie 
rifles. Many with MODEL" 
side safety. 

Write for free literature 


CANJAR 6510 Raleigh St. 


co Arvada, CO 80003 
. (303) 295-2638 


SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 
Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 
GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
TEL: (480) 948-2525 


TOOLEY 


CUSTOM RIFLES 


Hunting, varmint, target rifles 
Long, longer and extreme 
Long range systems 
Lapua distributor 
Scenar bullets in stock 
New long range adj. Base 


3317 Candlewick Way 
Gastonia, NC 28056 
704-864-7525 
www. Tooleyrifles.com 


SILHOUETTE TARGETS, 
1/5 scale, cast iron, NRA approved 
for 22 Rimfire competition. For 
details: e-mail ppsa@blueridge.net 
or call 828-245-8168. cup AND SAVE 


Boatright Custom Guns, Inc. 


BENCH GUNS + VARMINT 
TACTICAL * HUNTING RIFLES 
BENCHREST ACTIONS +» ACTION BLUE 
PRINTING * BOLT SLEEVING 
We use GTR Tooling and JGS Reamers. 
870-430-5045 or email: bcgi@gassville.com 


RIFLES BUILT 
Benchrest, Varmint, Sporter, 
National Match, Palma, Long Range, 
Service Rifles 
Chambering-Octagons-Fluting- 
Actions Trued-Special Machining 


Benchrest techniques incorporated 


into every rifle. 


Westwind Rifles Inc. 
P.O. Box 261 
640 Briggs St. 
Erie, Colo. 80516 
(303) 828-3823 
David S. Sullivan - Gunsmith 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE - In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 
Write to 


DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25313 


BAT Machine Co., Inc. 


11550 N. Bruss Rd 
Rathdrum, ID 83858 
(208) 687-0341 


* Buy the best 
and cry once! 


Fine custom actions & complete rifles. 
Action sizes to suit all classes of BR, 
varmint and long range hunting. 

www.batmachine.com 


ACCURACY SPEAKS, INC. 
3960 N. USERY PASS RD. * MESA, ARIZONA 85207 + (480) 373-9499 
Accuracy Speaks Inc. now offers 22LR AR-15 bar- 
rels and upper receiver assemblies for use with 
customer supplied “‘Atchisson” style conversion 
kits. These assemblies are offered in NRA Service 
Rifle, NRA Match Rifle or Plinker configuration. 
Use this opportunity to train all winter, so that you 
can win all summer. Send $3.00 for Brochure. 


In addition to our comprehensive AR-15 parts & 
modifications, Accuracy Speaks Inc. offers full 
service gunsmithing, some of our specialties 
include the accurizing & fine tuning of Hunting & 
Competition Bolt Action Rifles, as well as M-1, 
MIA and 10/22 Rifles. We also modify pistols for 
hunting, NRA &IPSC competition. Send $3.00 for 
brochure. 
Web: www.accuracyspeaks.com 

Email: ask-derrick @accuracyspeaks.com 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk is another man’s “Collectors 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. 


Classified type ads only; NO display ads. RATES: 
.25 cents per word per insertion, prepaid by check 
or credit card. Minimum check charge is $3.00; mini- 
mum credit card charge is $5.00. CLOSING 
DATES: Is 40 days prior to the issues cover date. 
Ads run in the order received. Ads received prior to 
deadlines are not guaranteed for placement in that 
issue due to limited spacing. All ads not placed will 
be carried over to following issue. NO refunds is- 
sued for canceled ads. SEND TO: Precision Shoot- 
ing, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. NO 
PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED. 


SCOPES WANTED: USMC nated Unertl 
— Unertl’s — Lyman’s - Fecker’s — Redfield 
3200 or other target scopes. BUY, SELL, OR 
TRADE. Call Dewy at (320) 795-2930 or 
check my website at www.alexweb.net/ 
unertl. (monthly) 


WANTED: Carbide bullet swage dies made 
by Don Rorschach. All calibers wanted. Dan 
724-445-3745. (6/02-5/03) 


Now!! There are Two, 
Superb J-B’ Cleaning Products 


ORIGINAL, BORE 
NON- CLEANING 
EMBEDDING a COMPOUND 
and 


BORE BRIGHT 
® 


The ultimate cleaning combination for the ultimate 
clean! Original J-B gets rid of the toughest copper 
jacket, shotgun wad, leading and powder fouling. 
Follow with J-B Bore Bright - It’s twice as fine as 
Original J-B to put a final, micro polish on your bore; 
and a super slick bore collects less fouling. 
2 oz. Jar Original J-B, #083-065-002, $ 7.95 
2 oz Jar J-B Bore Bright, #083-065-100, $ 8.40 
See Your Gunshop or call direct. 


800-741-0015 wwwobrownells.com 
200 S. Front St., Dept. 593 
BROWNELLS, Inc. : 4 


Montezuma, IA 50171 


JARD, Inc. 
Remington 700 Trigger Kit 


Remington 700 Trigger Kit: 


« Inexpensive 
« Uses Factory Housing, 
Adjusting Screws, and 
Safety 
« More Reliable than a 
Four Lever System 
« Lighter Trigger pull 
2737 Nettle Ave 
Sheldon, IA 51201 
PH. 712-324-7409 
E-mail: jardinc@excite.com 
www. jardinc.com 


FOR SALE: 6mm PPC, LV, Stolle Action, 
left port, right bolt. McMillan Stock, Jewell 
Trigger, with scope: 36x Leupold (boosted to 
40x), Silver. 50 cases, new, never fired 
(weighed & turned by R. Hoehn). 1,000 
Rubright 66gr. FB, Moly. $1,700.00 Jim (315) 
853-6598. 


WANTED: Lee Six Thumbhole Stock, Panda 
Action, Wilson (type?) Dies-250 Ackley, 223, 
308, 3006, 7mm 08, etc. Good Front Rest & 
Oehler Model 45 Ballistic Lab. Call toll free 
Ken 888-453-4966. 


TARGET SCOPES/SIGHTS. Unertl, 
Lyman, Fecker, Redfield, Weaver T’s, 
Leupolds. Mostly external adjustment. Also 
have Redfield Int., Olympic, Palma, front/ 
rears. Unertl blocks $29.50 a set. Selling? Call 
Garry, (817) 346-9633. (monthly) 


FOR SALE: 6PPC, HV, Wichita Action, Hart 
Barrel, .262 Neck glued in McMillan Stock, 
Jewell Trigger, Kelbly Rings, Davidson 
Bases, 36x Leupold, $1,300.00 plus shipping. 
Many extrs reasonable. Bob (716) 741-3578. 
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FOR SALE: Turner “Space Gun” upper. 
.223 27" Lilja Stainless Barrel, $500.00; Size 
44 Creedmoor “Hard Back” Cordura shooting 
coat, collar and two jerseys, $100.00; RPA 
rear sight with Gehman 510 adjustable 
aperture, includes AR base, $170.00: 
Anschutz front sight with adjustable iris 
9742, diopter and tube, $160.00; Champions 
Choice CCS40 sling, $20.00; Junker 
shooting glasses, $75.00; Freeland Tripod 
w/ zoom head, $120.00; Bipod with zoom 
head, $75.00; Weight and spike, $20.00: 
Tompkins front sight with inserts, $20.00: 
Deluxe shooting mat, $48.00; Leather 
cartridge box holder, $15.00; Creedmoor 
stool with pouch and wheels $45.00. 817- 
731-2425. 


FOR SALE: MIA. USMC Match by Iron 
Brigade Armory, Jacksonville, NC. SA - 
Barnett-McMillan. Test fired only by Col. 
Norm Chandler. Two new mags, rifle book 
case, tools, spares, match dies, NM brass. 
take-offs. $2,600.00. Chuck 919-844-4394 
or exnethy @ mindspring.com (8/02-9/02) 


¢ Quality Barrel Lining ¢ 
.22L.R., .25R.F., .22 Hornet, .25-20 W.C.F., .25-20S.S., 
.25-21 S.S., .25-35, .28-30 S.S., .30-30, .32-20, .32-40, 
.38 Special, .38-40, .38-55, .40-65, .40-82, .45-70. Write, 
or Call: Mark Beinke, manufacturer of barrel liners. 
Beinke & Beinke, 4520 Anderson, Klamath Falls, OR 
97603. Phone: (541) 882-3371; Fax (541) 882-9502 
Established 1981 


Bart's Custom Bullets | 


has moved to 
321 Country Lane, Radcliffe, KY 40160 


But you can still get the same great bullets 
at 270-877-7282 or 
eral: theéppc@aol.c com 


895 County Rd 200 
Brundidge, AL 36010 
(334) 735-2261 
bstevens @p-c-net.net 


STEVENS , 
CCURACY 


COL Billy Stevens, USA (RET) 


WORLD CLASS CUSTOM RIFLES 
Benchrest — Varmint — Big Game 


FULL-TIME PRECISION GUNSMITHING 
Chambering — Actions — Trued — Pillar/Glass 
Bedding — Barrel Fluting - Custom Dies 


“magazine hould be sent to. 


b yo -_ CUSTOM 
ant j{U" BENCHREST 
oe "GUN STOCKS 


Carbor Fiber Composite Construction 

Extremely Stiff and Light Weight 

All Critical Surfaces Machined 
1-313-886-4089 _www.bobscoville@aol.com 


ACCURIZE 
Rifle Scope Installations with our PATENTED 
Scope Ring Alignment System / Lapping Kits. 
EASY TO USE KITS always give a perfect fit. 
— KOKOPELLI PRODUCTS — 


3820 FOOTHILL ROAD + KALISPELL, MT 59901 
406-755-3220 * www.kokopell.com 


SWAROVSKI 


Full line of Swarovski products. 
Lowest prices, include shipping, 
trades are welcome. 


a 


International 


5327 Turkey Ridge Rd 
Roanoke, VA 24014 540-427-1360 


E-mail: CFLINTL@worldnet.att.net 


QUADLOCK 
O.K. WEBER, INC. 
P.O. Box 7485, Eugene, OR 97401 
Phone: (541) 747-0458 


24 HR. FAX (541) 747-5927 
www.okweber.com 
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BR-50 USA 


-- BRV -- 


Larry W. Brown PO Box 86099 San Diego, CA. 92138 Phone & FAX (619) 222-4337 


THE INCREDIBLE 
Mr. ZINSKI 


Because he overslept, and therefore missed the 
very first tournament of the 2002 season, his fellow 
shooters gave him the high class alarm clock shown 
in the photo. BAD IDEA! After that he won every 
tournament he woke up early enough to enter, which 
was ALL of them! This is the final chapter of the BRV 
story, and we’re very proud to have Dave Zinski wrap 
it up in such a spectacular fashion. 

And speaking of spectacular; Betty Merrell 
won the final BRV match ever to be staged at 
Sweetwater Texas with a perfect 5000 score. In the 
entire history of BR-50, she is the ONLY woman to 
ever clean the target. (We have no photo of her.) 


Below is the new BIR 4000 target (not full size) which, along with it’s intro-pack (rules, handbook, etc.) has received such 
immediate widespread positive response that our transition to the new game is six months ahead of schedule. Rimfire shooters 
are happy to now have bullseyes specifically “calibrated” for .22 bullet holes. And everyone likes the way the playing field has 
been “leveled”. No matter where you shoot world-wide, EVERYBODY has the identical amount of opportunity. In future PS 
issues we'll elaborate on what’s been done, and why. --LB. 


} 
| 
' 
\ 
| 


Copyright TARGETECH: 2002 | 
Concept Consultant - MARK PFAFFUN  ; 


TARGET DISTANCES 


CENTERFIRE: .. 300-leet 
RIMFIRE: — RYO/RIX. 120-feet 
AIRGUN: — AgO/AgP. .66-eet. 

x. 75eet 
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TcL American Conference 


AmeriCon 
News 


Volume 1 Issue 1 
May 2002 


As has become the norm, the 
AmeriCon season is off to a shaky begin- 
ning—another ‘no show’, resulted in the 
Whittecar club using a fine 1247-71x 
score for a cake walk . . . John German 
posted a 250-18x and John Hayes added a 
14x version to the BitterRooters score 
card. The Aurora Sportsmen, possibly lost 
in the Selway- Bitterroot Wilderness, did 
not show up for the event. 

Meanwhile, along the Colorado 
front range, apathy was in short supply— 
it was a Coyotes vs. The Pack ticket, 
complete with the high stakes we have 
come to expect from this pairing: Los 
Lobos prevailed via a 1250-85x as 
opposed to the fine 1248-70x posted by 
the Coyotes. For the Colorado squad, Roger Tillery led the 
fray via a 250-17x. Roger was bolstered by Chuck Perkins 
(250-15) and Don Weitzel (250-14). Jerry Jones got out of 
the gate with a 250-20x for the Pack! Frank McKee tacked 
on a 250-19x; Vince Pastorella a 17x version; Ken 
Livengood a 15x and Ron Derr rounded out the team 
‘possible’ with a 250-14! 

Jim Campbell (250-16) powered Bluegrass to a first 
round KO of the Beavers, who were led by Larry Cribbs @ 
250-12x: it was Bluegrass 1246-64; LaGrande 1237-49. 
Jack Lyons and Mike Niblett posted a pair of 14x 250s’ for 
the victors. 

The Badgers decided to make life 
miserable for the TriCities MOB; Joe 
Magee led VanDyne with a respectable 
250-21, while Kevin Meise provided back 1 
up via 250-16! Tom McPhee championed 
TriCities losing effort via a 248-12x. 2 
VanDyne 1247-86; TriCities 1238-46. 3 

The canyon winds proved inhospitable 
to the home team, as Dakota rolled to an 
easy opening victory over Buffalo at the 
base of the Big Horns. Martin Cosat (246- 

10) provided the fireworks for the Buffs, 


Hunter Class results - Wyoming, 1999! 
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who tallied 1216-32x. Al Nyhus (250-14), Jim Minnig (250- 
13) and Jerry Roeman (250-11) assured victory for the Dakota 
MOB. Dakota 1247-64, moves to a 1: O start. 

The new kids on the block, Orrington Maine, tabbed “fresh 
meat” by yours truly, proved a little tough to swallow ... as a 
matter of fact, the Iowa MOB failed to properly humiliate 
(that is, initiate) the Orrington MOB: 

For the CyHawks, Mike Bigelow (250-15) got in the first 
lick, then, your scribe (250-11) kicked the first hapless 
Orringtonite to hit the turf . . . but the ‘Maineiacs’ proved to 
be just THAT—maniacs—they got crazy-mad: Greg Foster 
countered with a 250-16, while Orland Bunker scored 250-11 
and Peter Hills added a 250-10! The outcome was a sore loss 
for the CyHawks and an American Conference debut victory 
for Orrington: Maine 1248-53; Iowa 
1241-55. 

Some may have wondered where the 
BOZOs went . . . CERTAINLY, it was not 
to hell! Paired against Holmen (the surprise 
team of 2001) this match commanded 
attention: Roy Oines, runner up at the 
2001NBRS AHunter Nationals provided 
the punch for Holmen . . . well, a jab: 248- 
15x. But reining NBRSA National 
Champion, Roland Potter and Redwood 
GURU, Richard Rodgers countered with a 
pair of 250-19s . . . and ‘the rout was on’: 
Redwood 1246-74; Holmen1233-52X. The 
Bozos begin the season at 1/0! Are the 
Clowns really ‘back’? Will Bluegrass derail 
Redwoods attempt to return to the pourch? 
Stay tuned for AmeriCon round two! 

The MOB standings have the BUSH 
MOB @ 1 win/three losses; the Black 
Stump MOB @ 2:1, the IN IT MOB @ 
3:0 and BLIND FREDDY 1& 3. 


a 


Keep ‘em on the X! 


BUSH MOB 

Orrington . . .1/0 
LaGrande . . .0/1 
TriCities ... .0/1 
Buffalo..... 0/1 


IN IT MOB 
VanDyne .. .1/0 
Dakota... . 1/0 


Bluegrass. . .1/0 


BLACKSTUMP 

Whittecar.... 1/0 
Redwood... . 1/0 
No.Colorado . 0//1 


BLIND FREDDY 
Mainville ... 1/0 
Holmen..... 0/1 
Iowa...... 0/1 
Aurora..... 0/1 


Inside This Issue: 26 -250 scores! 
2002 Schedule 
Top 10 List 

Wild Card Standings 


R.G.Robinett 
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TransContinental League 


May 2002 National Conference Hunter Class 


EASTERN NORTHERN CENTRAL SOUTHWEST 


Casper, WY Cody, WY North Colorado 1-0 San Juan, NM 

Entiat, WA Capital City, ME e La Crosse, WI 1-0 Tomball, TX G 

Tiffin, Ohio 1-0 Salmon, ID 0-1 Van Dyne, WI 0-1 Las Vegas, NV 0-1 

Tri-County,OR 1-0  Chippewa,Ohio 0-1 St. Louis, MO 0-1 La. Cajuns 0-1 
Snow Shoe, AK 0-1 = Menominee,WI 0-1 North Texas 0-1 


News & Notes by Marcy Lyons, League Director 
and Cody Haslett, Co-Director 


The TCL season got off to a rocky start with 
winter weather in April and May. Snow Shoe, 
Alaska shot in freezing weather and Salmon, 
Idaho had snow the next week after their 
match. The competition was still tough. 
Northern Colorado edged out Van Dyne, Wis- 
consin by one point. Both of these teams have 
battled it out in the past for the top scores and 
the national championship. Tomball, Texas 
beat Salmon, Idaho by one point also. Other 
top teams as San Juan, New Mexico outscored 
St. Louis, Missouri. Watch for Casper, 
Wyoming as they had a top score against the 
Louisiana Cajuns. Cody, Wyoming and Entiat, 
Washington also shot well. All of the Eastern 
Division teams won. Cody, Wyoming and 
Capital City, Maine are leading in the Northern 
Division. Northern Colorado and LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin are leading in the Central Division. 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin is the team that has 
improved the most. Roy Oines has con- 
tributed to their high scores. San Juan, New 
Mexico and Tomball, Texas are leading in the 
Southwest Division. Cody Haslett has care- 
fully arranged the match schedule so that all 
teams have a chance to be in the shootoff at 
the end of the year. Thanks again to Cody. 


There were twenty one perfect scores shot, i.e. 
250s. Joe MaGee of the Van Dyne, WI club 
shot a tremendous 250-21X to lead the pack. 
This is only one point off the NBRSA record. 
Right behind him was Ron Kent, Cody, WY 
with a 250-19X. Again a great score. Roger 
Tillery, Northern Colorado was third with a 
250-17X. He was closely followed by Kevin 
Meise, Van Dyne, WI with a 250-16X. At 
250-15X were: Carl Hansen, San Juan, NM; 
Jim Hostetler, Tomball, Texas; Tim Naugle, 
Cody, WY; and Chuck Perkins, Northern 
Colorado. The other 250 shooters were: Dean 
Thomas, Casper, WY; Don Weitzel, Northern 
Colorado; Tom Hencken, St. Louis, MO; 
Myron Crockett, San Juan, NM; Gary Noble, 
Entiat, WA; Bob Moore, Chippewa, Ohio; 
Lynn Wood, San Juan, NM; Jim McConnel, 
Entiat, WA; Lenard Hensley, Casper, WY; Jeff 
Jetter, Cody, WY; George Jacobs, San Juan, 
NM; Bob Ballew, Casper, WY; and Sam 
Miller, Salmon, Idaho. Congratulations to all 
of you. Remember that we keep all scores in 
a data base and at the end of the year, we take 
the three top scores of each shooter (limited to 
five matches). The Top 20 will receive a Top 
20 patch and certificate to add to their TCL 
patch. The Top Gun gets a nice trophy. 
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President’s Message 


President’s Message 


I have been advised that the third 
IBS. benchrest school was a 
resounding success. Several of the 
shooters contacted me looking to 
purchase used equipment to begin 
their benchrest experience and take 
part in the sport. The majority of those 
I spoke with had positive comments to 
make about the way the school was 
run and the quality of their experience 
while in attendance. 

This is the only one of the three 
recently held schools which I could 
not attend due to family commit- 
ments. However I extend the gratitude 
of IBS and a sincere well done to Jack 
and Michelle Sutton for their organi- 
zation and general running of the 
school. A big thank you also goes out 
to the Canastota Club for their support 
and the use of this excellent facility 
on which to conduct the school. 
Finally, thanks to the experienced IBS 
shooters who served, without finan- 
cial reward, as coaches/instructors for 
the students who are trying to break 
into this sport that many of us have 
loved over the years. Certainly activi- 
ties such as this speak well for the 
future of the sport. 

Each year that I have been 
President I have tried to encourage as 
much participation in our National 
Championships as I could from the 
membership. Once again it is that 
time of year to put your plans together 
so that you can take part in the biggest 
IBS events for the various disciplines. 
Whether you are a_  1000-yard 
competitor, a score competitor, or a 
group shooter, it’s time to show your 
colors. If you like to shoot against the 
best, they will be there at the IBS 
Nationals. Certainly there is no better 
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way to measure yourself and show 
what you can do in your chosen disci- 
pline or perhaps in several of them. I 
hope to greet you at one or more of 
these events. 

As many of you members are 
aware, I have served quite a few terms 
as IBS President. In fact I have served 
IBS as its President for more years 
than anyone in its 30+ year history. I 
have tried, to the best of my ability, to 
fairly represent all of the disciplines 
sanctioned by IBS and attend as many 
of their Championships as I possibly 
could. I extend my gratitude to you 
members who generally have 
supported my efforts toward expan- 
sion and improvement of the sport. It 
is therefore with a certain degree of 
sadness that I announce the fact that I 
will not be running for re-election. I 
feel that it is time to pass the torch of 
leadership for someone else to bear. In 
fact I know of two and possibly three 
prospective candidates for President. I 
feel confident that the majority choice 
for this position will serve the 
membership as well as he or she 
possibly can. 

In the coming months before the 
election we will see individuals 
formally declare their candidacy for 
the position of President of the IBS. I 
urge you to consider closely the 
platform and overall plan that each of 
the candidates puts forth, and weigh 
the various merits of their platform. 
Our organization was founded on the 
one-member-one-vote essence of 
democracy back to its very inception. 
Use your vote wisely for the candi- 
date of your choice. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 

Bob White 
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Seventh Annual KeyStone Challenge - May 4 & 5, 2002 


The weather gods could not have given us a much better weekend in early May than we had for this shoot. With mostly sunny and mild weather 
we were sure relieved that we didn’t get the very cool and perhaps rainy weather which we had received just prior to this weekend. 

Although the Otto’s and the Klittich’s had arrived several days early, the majority of the shooters began arriving from as far away as Alabama 
on Friday morning. Quite a few of the shooters like to final tune their equipment the day before the match, and this event where quite a bit of money 
and prestige rode on their performance was no exception. The range was open for practice until 5:00pm, at which time serious flag setting got 
underway. It seemed like the stage was set for some fine shooting from some of the past Key$tone winners like Tony Boyer and Doc Maretzo and 
perhaps from a few of the rest of the pack. 

Saturday morning started off with the 100-yard stage of LV class. Wind and mirage both seemed rather favorable but the early groups were only 
fair, with no one obviously dominating the field. Beginning with match three “TB” began to turn up the effort a bit and finished with three groups 
in the ones to capture the 100-yard LV with the only teen agg, a fine .11872. Tony’s protégé Wayne Campbell was right close in second place with 
a .2080. Another Boyer Bunch member, Smiley Hensley, finished third at .2436 and also had Small Group. Smiley’s .083 screamer earned him $200 
for both Small Group and a Screamer. 

After a brief break for lunch the HV 100-yard stage was begun. Conditions remained tricky but not too severe, allowing about a half dozen 
shooters to turn in sub quarter minute aggs. Places shifted a bit and a new name found its way into the top three. This time Tony Boyer placed third 
at .2060. A few thou ahead of Tony was Hall of Famer Allie Euber, reasonably well recovered from bypass surgery and still tough to beat with his 
.2012. The HV 100-yard winner was the “Wind Flag Maven”, Smiley Hensley with another teen agg, a .1990. 

Sunday morning began somewhat cloudy and cool, but good weather luck prevailed and things turned sunny and mild. However conditions 
became somewhat tougher with a bit more wind, switching and mirage, to make things interesting. 

The HV class occupied the morning’s competition and caused three different names to rise to the top. Bart’s Bullets namesake Bart Sauter 
showed just what his bullets could do, nailing down third place with a .2681. Just a few thousandths ahead in second was perennial top shooter Russ 
Boop at .2652. On top of the HV 200-yard pile was Michigan’s own Larry Feusse at .2631. Notice that only about .005 separated the top three. 

With the midday sun came the LV class and the return of some of the names that we had seen earlier. Ever dangerous Tony Boyer claimed third 
place at a .3207 level. Allie Euber turned in a .3064 under some dicey conditions to capture second. The 200-yard LV Champ turned out to be Wayne 
Campbell with the only sub-3 agg at .2841. 

With the match completed the grand aggs looked like this. Top three in the LV class were: Faye Boyer third with a .3023, Tony Boyer second 
via a .2540, and Wayne Campbell was the class winner with a .2460. Top three in the HV class saw Smiley Hensley in third with his .2612, Tony 
Boyer in second with a fine .2555, and the pride of the White family, Craig White was the HC grand agg winner with a .2553. 

The biggest prize at the Key$tone Challenge, not including merchandize, is the Two-Gun agg. The Harvey Donaldson Memorial Trophy, 
sponsored by Precision Shooting magazine is presented to this winner. The top five in the two-gun agg were: (5") Allie Euber .3007, (4'%) Craig 
White .2947, (3) Smiley Hensley .2864, (2"4) Wayne Campbell .2555, and the repeat Champion a scant .0007 ahead at .2548. 

A few highlights other than the shooting recounted above took place during the merchandise drawing. Ann Li early on in the drawing was lucky 
enough to pull the Nesika action. She is presently having a gun built on it. Dale Boop was another of the most favored by pulling the Stolle action 
winning ticket. He was so excited at this he began kissing the stat crew who fortunately were all women. 

A great big thank you to those who attended. An even bigger thank you to our money and merchandise supporters listed below. Remember to 
support the companies and people who support your sport. 


Reported by Bob White 
Light Varmint Grand Aggregate Top 10 Equipment Uist 
name caliber action barrel gunsmith stocker scope power case load bullet primer 
1.W. Campbell 6PPC Farley  Shilen — Scott Boyer Leupold 36X 29N133 Spencer 669 
2.1. Boyer  6PPC Farley —Shilen Scott Scoville Leupold  45X Lapua 2997322 = Paglia 68FB © Fed 205M 
3.F. Boyer  6PPC Stolle Shilen Scott Kelbly Leupold  45X Lapua 2857322 ~—- Pagliai68FB Fed 205M 
4.0. Klittich 6PPC Bruno Krieger  O'Cock Bruno Leupold  40X Lapua = 201 Hary FB 205M 


5.S. Hensley 6PPC Stolle Hart Hammond — Delassandro Leupold  36X Lapua 28.g7321 = Paglia 68FB Fed 205 
6.B. Sauter 6PPC Bat Shilen Stevens Stevens Weaver 3X Lapua 28g V133_—s Bart's 68 Federal 


7.1. Borden 6PPC Borden Hart (Exp) Borden Rimrock Leupold  42X 29.79. 8208 Decola 66 Fed 
8 R. Boop 6PPC Bat Shilen Goodling Borden Leupold 36X Lapua 299V133 Fowler 66FB Fed 
STA.Euber 6PPC Stolle Hart Hollister R&M Leupold  45X Lapua =: 30.1133. Euber68FB = F205 
9T.B.Goad  6PPC Farley Hart Green Borden Leupold —36X Lapua 29.9 T32 Green 67 205 


4 Light Varmint 

4 Trophy Winners 
(L to R) Allie 
Euber, Wayne 
Campbell, Smiley 2 Gun Agg 
Hensley, Otto Trophy Winners 
Klittich, Faye (L to R) Craig 
Boyer and Tony White, Allie § 
Boyer Euber, Dave 


Pessall, Wayne 
Campbell, Tony 
Boyer, and 
Smiley Hensley. 
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Heavy Varmint Grand Aggregate Top 10 Equipment List 

name caliber action barrel = gunsmith stocker scope power case load bullet primer 
1. C White 6PPC —Sercy Kreiger C White Bruno/McM B&L 36X Lapua 29g. N133 Weaver 66gFB 205M 
2. T. Boyer 6PPC Farley Shilen Scott SYG Leupold 45X Lapua  299N133 Paglial68gFB Fed 205 
3.S. Hensley 6PPC = Stolle Hart Hammond __Delassandro Leupold 45X Lapua 28.5gT32_- Pagfial 68g FB Fed 205M 
4.W. Campbell 6PPC = Farley = Shilen Scott Boyer Leupold 36X 29g N133 Spencer 669 
5. D. Boop 6PPC Hall Hart Goodling Trutt Leupold 45X Sako —-H322 Bart 68g. Fed 
6.A.Euber  6PPC Stolle Hart Hollister R&M Leupold  45X = Lapua «30.19. V133 Euber 68g FB F-205 
7.B.Sauter 6PPC HallB Shilen Stevens Stevens Weaver 36X Lapua 28gN133 Bart's 68g. FB Fed 205M 
8.M. Bennett 6PPC Bat Shilen | Hammond. Hammond Leupold 36X = Lapua = 28.9 N133. Hammond 66g = Win 
STD. Pessal 6PPC Stolle Shilen Gooding Goodling Weaver 36X Sako 25.5g 133 Euber 669 205M 
9T.B.White 6PPC Nesika Krieger —_B. White Borden Ba 36X Sako 28,5g 8208 Weaver 66g FB Fed 205M 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
Robert White 
8 New Jersey Ave. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
Phone (973) 663-5159 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Joseph Barnes 
RD 2 Box 165B 


Heavy Varmint Trophy Winners (L to R) Larry Feusse, Allie Euber, Bart Sauter, 
Smiley Hensley, Tony Boyer, Wayne Campbell, Dave Pessall, Craig White 


IBS TARGETS 


Target 
IBS 50 Yard Rimfire 

IBS 100 Yard BR (Group) 
IBS 200 Yard BR (Group) 
IBS 300 Yard BR (Group) 
IBS 100 Yard HR (Score) 
IBS 200 Yard HR (Score) 
IBS 300 Yard HR (NEW) 

IBS 1000 Yard 


Print 
Green 
Black 
Black 

Red 

Black 
Black 

Red or Blk 
Black 


IBS Sanctioned Clubs - Discounts 


20% 
40% 
20% 
40% 


0-$349 
$350+ 
0-$499 
$500+ 


(IBS targets only) 
(IBS targets only) 
(Any combination of 
IBS & regular targets) 


(PRICES ARE F.O.B. Rockville, MD) 


Weight 
7|bs/100, 65lbs/1000 
4lbs/100, 30Ibs/1000 
4lbs/100, 30Ibs/1000 
7lbs/100, 66Ibs/1000 
6lbs/100, 50Ibs/1000 
7lbs/100, 60Ibs/1000 


14lbs/100, 130Ibs/1000 
21lbs/100, 175Ibs/1000 


List Price 


$21.00 per 100 
$12.00 per 100 
$12.00 per 100 
$24.00 per 100 
$18.00 per 100 
$21.00 per 100 
$52.00 per 100 
$90.00 per 100 


The National Target Co. 


4960 Wyaconda Road 
Rockville, MD 20852-2444 
Phone (301) 770-7060 
order line (800) 827-7060 
fax (301) 770-7892 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 


Canton, PA 17724 
Phone (570) 673-7005 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Gary Long 
Box 20, Lake Road 
Millville, PA 17846 
Phone (570) 458-5444 


TREASURER 
Bill Gebhardt 
101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 
Phone (570) 748-6772 


EXEC. SECRETARY 
Gary Amatrudo 
1149 Foxon Road 
North Branford, CT 06471 
Phone (203) 484-2032 


NaME RECORDING SECRETARY 
ADDRESS Joan Borden 

CITY STATE ZIP RR 1 Box 250 BB 
COUNTRY Springville, PA 18844 


OF 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2k 2 2 2g 2 2 2 2S he 2 2 2k 2g 2 2g 48 2 2g 2 2 2g 2 2 2g 2 2 fe 2 2 2 2 2g fe 2 2 2 2 2 2 24 246 2 2k 24 28 24 2 2h 46 2 fe 2 2 fe 28 2 fe 2 2 ok 2 
() IBS Membership and PS 1 Year — $40/yr. 
() Associate Membership — Must live in same household as regular member — no PS — $10/yr. 
() Junior Membership — 17 and under — no PS — $5/yr. 


() USA Club Affiliation with 1 Ye 


ar PS $40/yr. 


Foreign membership (includes PS for 1 yr). 


() Canada $65.00/yr U.S. funds. 
() Europe $73.00/yr U.S. funds. 


() Japan, S. America, Mexico $78.00/yr. U.S. funds. 
() So. Africa, Israel $95.00/yr U.S. funds. 


() New Zealand $94.00/yr U.S. fu 
() Australia $95.00/yr U.S. funds. 


nds. 


MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, RR 1 BOX 250 BB, SPRINGVILLE, PA 18844 
Make Checks payable to: IBS 
CHECKS MUST BE IN U.S. FUNDS OR THE CHECK WILL BE RETURNED 


Phone (570) 965-2366 
FAX (570) 965-2328 


PAST PRESIDENT 
Jim Borden 
RR 1 Box 250 BB 
Springville PA 18844 
Phone (570) 965-2505 


IBS EDITOR 
Dave Brennan 
222 McKee Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 
Phone (860) 645-8776 
FAX (860) 643-8215 


PRECISION SHOOTING — AUGUST 2002 107 


AUGUST 17 & 18, 2002 


CAPITOL CITY RIFLE & PISIOL CLUB 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 


AUG 17 100 Yards Starting Time 9:00 AM HTR, VH, VFS 
AUG 18 200 Yards Starting Time 9:00 AM HTR, VH, VFS 


Rotation of benches—S benches each match (25 benches in use) 
Fees: Match Fee $18.00 + $2.00 IBS fee each day 2 days $40.00 


Awards: Keeper and Traveler 15' Place each class 
2 through 5 each class grand agg 
1 through 3 each class; each yardage 
High “X” each class: each yardage 
Top 10 grand agg — patch HTR and VH 
Top 20 grand agg — patch VFS 
Match pins 


Details: 20’ x 100 covered reloading area will be available on first come basis. 
Food and camping available. 


(ELECTRICITY/EMERGENCY-ONLY) 1 LG OPEN TENT FOR RELOADING ALSO 


IBS requires pre-registration for a championship match. 
Please fill out the registration form below and mail to: 
JOE GILBERT TEL: (207) 623-9290 
96 TOWNSEND ROAD 
AUGUSTA, ME 04330 


Name: 

Address: 

City: Zip: 
Circle Class or Classes: HTR VH VFS 


Circle Days: AUG 17 AUG 18 Both AUG 17 & 18 


Special Conditioning (Bench sharing; Handicap; etc.): 


I-95 Take Exit 31B From Northor South, Go 3 miles to Range. 


[= 
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DAMARISCOTTA 


The Damariscotta Club (Lincoln 
County Rifle Club) planned a 100 yard 
score match for the Memorial Day 
weekend at their Maine range. For the 
record, the weather on Monday, the 27' 
was beautiful! Unfortunately the match 
itself was held on the 26", and they got hit 
with rain, wind and cold. 

Fortunately the Maine folk are accus- 
tomed to such goings on... 

Hunter class (9 shooters): 1) Guy 
Plummer 249-10x, 2) Greg Foster 249-8x, 
3) Orland Bunker 248-11x. 

Varmint Hunter class (6 shooters): 1) 
Greg Foster 247-10x, 20 Orland Bunker 
245-5x, 3) Parker Hills 241-7x. 

Varmint For Score class (12 shooters): 
1) Rick DiMaro 250-15x, 2) Don Sarty 
250-13x, 3) Butch Randall 250-10x. 

Factory class (1 shooter): 1) Robert 
Clark Jr. 232-1x. 


OLEY VALLEY 


A score shoot at the Oley Valley (PA) 
range on May 25‘, the Memorial Day 
weekend. 

Hunter class (7 shooters): 1) Ken 
Livengood 250-15x, 2) Frank Mckee 249- 
12x, 3) Jim Saubier 247-10x. 

Varmint Hunter class (6 shooters): 1) 
Frank McKee 250-19x, 2) Gianfranco 
Dinnelli 247-4x, 3) Terry Reese 245-7x. 

Varmint For Score class (18 shooters): 
1) Al Weaver 250-118x, 2) Jim Lutz 250- 
17x, 3) Dennis Collins 250-15x. 

Rimfire class (1 shooter): 1) Phillip 
Laubaugh 245-6x. 


CAPITOL CITY 


A May 19* match for the score classes 
at the Augusta, Maine range on May 19%. 

Hunter class (10 shooters): 1) Greg 
Foster 250-15x, 2) Bill Plummer 249-13x, 
3) Skip Plummer 249-10x. 

Varmint Hunter class (7 shooters): 1) 
Parker Hills 248-7x, 2) Mike Veilleux 
247-9x, 3) Bob Beyer 246-10x. 

Factory class (2 shooters): 1) Bob 
Clark 238-6x, 2) Chris Quigg 168-0x. 

Varmint For Score class (14 shooters): 
1) Rick Dimaro 250-22x, 2) Jim Goody 
250-21x, 3) Don Sarty 250-16x. 
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YORK 


When the April 21S match report arrived here at PS we took a quick look at the first 
page, and thought “lightly attended”. Then we turned to the second page, the Varmint 
For Score class report, and it looked more like the 1990 US Census Report than a match 
report. They must have been giving away money to the VFS entrants that day at York... 

Hunter class (7 shooters): 1) Frank McKee 250-15x, 2) Ken Livengood 250-12x, 3) 
Jerry Jones 249-12x. 

Varmint Hunter class (5 shooters): 1) Eddie Harren 250-18x, 2) Margie Shinkle 249- 
8x, 3) Sara Harren 248-11x. 

Factory class (1 shooter): 1) William Pascoe 248-9x. 

Varmint Hunter class (40 shooters): 1) Janice Pascoe 250-22x, Sid Goodling 250- 
22x, 3) Darrel Loker 250-21x, 4) Dean Breeden 250-21x, 5) Mark Saner 250-21x. 


BOONE VALLEY IKES 


On receiving our first-ever match report from this new range, we looked at the name 
of the range and remarked (to ourself) “Now anyone as smart as you are (?) should be 
able to put on his Sherlock Holmes deerstalker hat and rationalize where this range with 
the unfamiliar name might be. We’ll focus on the first word...obviously named after the 
great trail blazer of the Eastern frontier, Daniel Boone. Now, let’s rationalize 
further...where was Boone active? While he ranged pretty far and wide, Eastern Virginia 
and Kentucky are the two names that immediately jump out at one. Obviously the new 
range is in that area, named after their stoutest son. See what a little brains and a little 
logic can do for you? 

We have since learned that the range is in lowa. We were only half a continent off in 
our calculation. This logic stuff is very much over-rated. 

They tend to do strange things in Iowa (possible understatement). For instance they 
hold group and score matches together, stuff like that. Here’s the results of the first 
match at their new range, held on May 25" and 26. 

Hunter class, 100 yards: 1) Craig Nagel 250-16x, 2) Al Nyhus 250-12x, 3) Peggy 
O’ Keefe 249-12x. At 200 yards: 1) Mike Bigelow 248-4x, 2) David Halblom 246-2x, 3) 
Stan Ware 244-3x. Grand agg: 1) Mike Bigelow 497-11x, 2) David Halblom 495-10x, 
3) Stan ware 492-9x. 

Varmint For Score class, 100 yards: 1) Terry Meyer 250-18x, 2) Mark Fitzsimmons 
250-17x, 3) Dale Fritts 250-13x. At 200 yards: 1) Brian Voelker 248-5x, 2) Dan Hackett 
246-3x, 3) Dale Fritts 246-2x. Grand agg: 1) Brian Voelker 498-10x, 2) Dale Fritts 496- 
15x, 3) Mark Fitzsimmons 494-23x. 

Heavy Varmint class (Group), 100 yards: Dale Fritts .2516, 2) Rerry Meyer .3024, 
3) Mark Fitzsimmons .3582. At 200 yards: 1) Terry Meyer .4590, 2) Thomas Gollob 
.5210, 3) Mark Fitzsimmons .5600. Grand agg: 1) Terry Meyer .3809. 2) Dale Fritts 
.4574, 3) Mark Fitzsimmons .4591. 


SULPHYR SPRINGS 


A 100 yard score match at the Muncy, PA range on May 19" found Al Weaver in end- 
of-the-season form...and everyone else seemingly still warming up. 

Hunter class (5 shooters): 1) Frank McKee 249-15x, 2) Ken Livengood 2349-8x, 3) 
Vince Pastorella 249-5x. 

Varmint Hunter class (2 shooters): 1) Richard Miller 244-6x, 2) Donald Merrill 243- 
4x. 

Factory class (1 shooter): 1) Edward Cihowski 235-4x. 

Varmint For Score class (18 shooters): 1) Al Weaver 250-23x, 2) Dennis Collins 250- 
19x, 3) Richard Grosbier 250-17x. 
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Tessmer Wins The 2002 
Canastota Conservation Club Winter League 


Eric Tessmer’s worst finish during the seven match Canastota Conservation Club winter league was 4"! In spite of the mild winter 
weather we experienced over the winter, the winds were mostly switchy and gusty. He put together two first places, one second place, 
three third places and a four place. We score the best five aggregates shot during the winter league. 

The first match held on Jan 6", was the only week we had reasonable conditions. Our friend Herb Hoverstad from Camillus 
Sportsmen Club showed the rest of us how to do it the first week, winning the aggregate with a .2328, 200 yard aggregate, putting him 
ahead in his side bet with Szak. Jan. 20, George Cavanaugh won the match with a .4119, yes the wind really blew that day, George 
found something to shoot in the rest of us could not find. February 3", Doug Whitney won with a .3234 aggregate, watch out everyone 
if he decides to shoot the summer matches, as he put together some really good aggregates over the winter. February 17", Rich Long 
finally talked Jim Hart into coming out to the range, betting him that he could whip him, well Jim won that bet with a .4059 (Rich was 
second with a .4132). March 3", Bill Goad showed up for a match to prepare for the Cactus Classic and beat us all with a .3264, proving 
he had his equipment working. second place was a .3834 shot by Ward Tarasek. Eric Tessmer won the aggregate March 17" with a 
.3355 and on April 14" Gust to nail down the winter league win he placed first) with a .3392 aggregate. 

The top five finishers in the winter league aggregate were Eric Tessmer .3355, Greg Wilsey .4039, Herb Hoverstad .4114, George 
Cavanaugh .4182 and Rich Long with a .4185 aggregate. Congratulations to all of you. We had a great season and are looking forward 
to the cold gusty winds again this winter. Instead of sitting inside wishing you were out shooting next winter come on out and shoot 
with us! It is cold but a lot of fun, plus the food is great! 

Reported by Michelle K. Sutton 


CENTRAL ) 
JERSEY WINTER HOLD THAT DATE! 


LEAGUE 
SCHEDULE 


The 2002-2003 Winter benchrest 
League will be held on Sunday mornings 
starting at 10:00AM, in accordance with 
the following schedule: 


DUNHAM’S BAY 
WINTER 
LEAGUE 


March 10, 20 shooters: 1) Bob 
Griffin .2900, 2) Allie Euber .2964, 3) 
Fran Vahle .3186, 4) Rocky Murray 
.3548, 5) Phil Vanasse .3758. 

March 24'h, 26 shooters: 1) Lee 
Euber .2428, 2) Howard Levy .2480, 3) 


1000 Yard Nationals 
8/31 to 9/1 
North Carolina 100 Yard BR 
Assoc. Hawks Ridge Rifle Range 
Ferguson, NC 


Group Nationals 
8/26 to 8/31 


Bob Griffin .2690, 4) Allie Euber 
.2824, 5) Wyatt Fox .3142. 

March 315*. 10 shooters: 1) Bob 
Griffin .2196, 2) Phil Vanasse .2806, 3) 
Edward Mrozik .2890. 


SEASON 
AGGREGATES 
FOR WINTER 

LEAGUE 


1) Bob Griffin .2353, 2) Jim Griffin 


November 3, 2002 
100 yard group match 


December 8, 2002 
100 yard group match 


January 12, 2003 
100 yard group match 


February 9, 2003 
100 yard group match 


March 9, 2003 
100 yard group match 


Inquiries can be made to either Jerry 


Painted Post Field & Stream 
Painted Post, NY 


Score Nationals 
8/17 to 8/18 
Capitol City R&P Club 

Augusta, Maine 


Group 200/300 Nationals 
6/15 to 6/16 
Canastota Conservation Club 
>) Canastota, NY 92°: 
(erl4 100 yard match 


Faul (609) 261-5546, or Grant Toman at 
(732) 785-9049. Entry fee for each match 
is $10.00. Cash awards will be presented 
on March 94 for first, second and third 
league low aggregates. The league aggre- 
gates will be based on the average of the 
four smallest match aggregates. 


.2946, 3) Fran Vahle .3093, 4) Rocky 
Murray .3126, 5) Phil Vanasse .31127, 
6) Michael Soriano .3217, 7) Tom Lake 
.3226, 8) Scott Miller (Top Rookie) 
3430, 9) Wyatt Fox .3572, 10) William 
Fuchs .3744. 
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FIRST REPORT 
Results for match #1 Don: Powell 4.35.3 o14 shaw wiewd 3 Francois Lecourt ........... 10 
The Cactus Classic Jerrel Mattingly ............ 1 Bob Brushingham .......... 10 
: Chet Whitebread ........... 1 Harlan Hoffer ............. 6 
Points [ester Bruno ...........--. 1 Brent Meadows ............ 6 
Charles Huckeba ........... 25 Gary Bucks s's5:¢scidwsess's 6 
William Goad ............. 15 James Griffin .............. 2 
Skip OU: iscusdiewen wens z Results for match #3 Allie BWW cxccisacsskness 2 
Charles Dalessandro ........ 8 The Super Shoot Joe Freeman, so 000 oa awe'e's 2 
Gary Ocock ............... 5 , Charles Huckeba ........... 2, 
Gary Sinclalt 2 0x0 eveextann 5 Double Points 
EG Adams: i, 0 ce agend ie asia 5 Tony Boyer’ ...cernis sey exe 56 
on Jackson 2 verona aenns 3 Getie Bukys: yuics esas less x 26 Results for match #2 
Dwight Seott siccnsccewces 3 Sack Netty. crue ncevasbasss 22 The Crawfish Invitational 
CeCUSIMCKEP: 1. ecw e ae watees 3 Wayne Campbell 25.0552 000 20 (Awaiting Results) 
Lary Bagsett eo vakwenesana’s 3 Ken. Terrell.) Steed nstatghisiiye aes 10 


June 29 & 30, 2002 


Iowa State Two-Gun LV/HV 


| James Carstensen _| ILC 
| Harry Rowold _[6ppc| Farley | 


JLC _| Pagliai | Weaver| 36 
| Larry Crouse___—(|6ppc| RFD | G 
| Scott Morris __ | 6ppc| Stolle | Hart Morris 
[Allen Huff __—([6ppc|_Nesika | Kreiger | 


& |B 
oO 
Cc 
pe¥) 


7 
8 
9 

10 


me) 
= 
= 


# | SHOOTER _| CAL | ACTION BARREL | GUNSMITH | | BULLET | PRIMER| 
FRE CE el ae Ee ae a eee ee Se es De 
|| Terry Meyer____| 6ppc| Bat _| Kreiger | simison | Bigleow | par_| 36 |Lapua| xx | Meyer | Fed _ 
2| Jerry Simison __|6ppc{ _Bat__| Hart | Simison | Scoville | Leup | 45 | Lapual| xx 
3] Armond Pagliai__|6MM| Farley | Shilen | Scott | | Leup | 45 | tapua| xxx | Pagliai | Fed | 
4| Mike Bigelow __| 6ppc| _Viper_| _Shilen Leu XXX 
5| Larry Crouse___|6ppc| RFD | Gart | xxx | xxx | Weaver | 36 | xxx | xx es 
[Hv100/200 | | =| rs ee — 
1 | Jay Sper [6ppc| _Hall_| Kreger xxx _| Meyer | Fed 
2| Herman Hefta __| 6ppc|__Bat__| Kreiger XXXx_] RubRight 
3] Terry Meyer___| 6ppc| _Bat_| Kreiger | Simison | Bigleow | B&L xxx | Meyer | Fed 
Flames Carstensen [ppc | Pande | _Hart_} au _{ J. _1_teup_{_26_| Lapua | xxx 
pp Hart Morris Morris Sako | XXX Pagliai 
a aes eee ne eee all 
a ae a a Eee) ar Te ea Pee 
Spec] Bat Kreger ___Simison_|_figleou_-_BBL_ 36 jtzeua 00. | Meyer 1 _Fed_J 
[6ppc| _Hall_|_Kreiger 45 
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Painted Post Field & Stream Club, ane 
Presents the 


The I.B.S. 2002 Group Nationals 


When Range opens for practice and camping 8-18-02, event starts Monday 
8-26-02 thru Saturday 8-31-02. New range enhancements for 2002 
will include: 28’ x 60’ reloading pavilion behind the present firing line 
& concrete pad poured 10’ deeper behind the benches. Physically 
challenged accessible. New P.A. system installed 10-02-2001. 


Hotels Super-8 607-937-5383, Econolodge 607-962-4444, Erwin hotel 607-962-7411, 
Best Western 607-962-2456, Make your reservations EARLY. 
Fees $25.00 per gun per yardage; 1gun $50, 2 gun $100, 3 gun $150, 4 gun $200 
Cash Option Cash option of $20.00 per day, only $2.00 per target- this is optional. 
For the “Ladies & Kids’- Pre registration required. Deadline to register 5-01-02. We will 
have a coach bus available fri. 8-30-02 for a fee of $53.00. The day trip to 3 N.Y. 
wineries includes a trip around the area lakes & Lunch at Glenora Winery after a tour. A 
free bottle of wine will also be given to each attendee. Min # needed to attend is 30. If 
trip min. not met your checks will be returned. Send your check to Bill Krazinski/ Winery 


Trip 128 Brown rd. Horseheads, Ny 14845. 


Directions from NY rt 86/17 to exit 44; 15S, to gang mills exit,vear right to light. go left 0.8 mi west on 
hamilton st. then right onto forest dr 1.4 mi to the club 


Bvent and dates FR 


Additional dry camping and 15A svc 


available. we can camp 40 units with 
MONDAY 8-26-02 HB 100M 9AM varying degree of services. 


TUESDAY 8-27-02 HB 200M 9AM 2nd Jewel of the PUI RICHBI SPICES Galyy Catera 
New York State 30A- RV hookups 1st - 16 units. 

WEDNESDAY 8-28-02 8AM LV 100 Triple Crown will Pre-registration is required late fee 

PM SPORTER 100M\ _ be included in 
THURSDAY 8-29-02 8AM 200M SPORTER_ \the HV, LV agg. $10.00 after S- 1-02. contact Bill 
PM 200M LV ; 
FRIDAY 8-30-02 8AM HV 100M kKrazinski @ 607-739-S109 leave a 
SATURDAY 8-31-02 8AM HV 200M message with your name and Classes 
you are shooting. you can pay at the 

Trophy presentations fri and sat. membership meeting fri eve. 

More events planned for day and evenings, too. Come see the 

Finger Lakes Region of New York State. You'll be glad you did. 

(3 vendor camping spots will be reserved on 1st call basis 110v 

15amp service 


range or send a check. Or email your 


infent fo wkrazi@aol.com 


club address 320 BEARTOWN RD. PAINTED POST, NY 
clubTelephone 607-962-8632 


—_ 
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=|B) 1000 YARD ASSOCIATIONS = 


“That’s a fur piece down the road, partner!” 


VIRGINIA1000 YARD 
BENCHREST CLUB 


[ATCH 3 LIGHT GUN WINNERS 


8.66 
46 
RY BRYANT 3.871 
RY BRYANT 49 
UN WINNERS 
9.777 
88 
6.275 


98 


MATCH 4 LIGHT GUN WINNERS 


SHEP MOORE 7.926 
JEFF WALKER 42 
SMALLEST GROUP HERMAN HARKE 5.44 
HIGHEST SCORE TIM HUTCHISON 49 


MATCH 4 HEAVY GUN WINNERS 


RANDY BALLENGER 7.254 
PHILIP YOTT 90 
SMALLEST GROUP LEE BROOKS 6.665 


HIGHEST SCORE RANDY BALLENGER 97 
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Match #4 2002 20-Apr-2002 Hawk,s Ridge Gun Club 


BENCHREST ASSOCIATION 


NC 1000 Yard Benchrest Association 


__Light Gun Relay 1° Group Score Caliber Barrel Action Stock Scope Bullet Powder Gunsmith 
Mike Harris,VA 9.099 46 6.5 Krieger Rem700 B&C B&L Sierra H4831 D. Tooley 
__Thomas_Sarver,OH 4.323 39 30 BooBoo Shilen BAT McMillan Nforce BIB RL-22 D. Tooley" 
igh 
Jimmy Harris,VA 5.955 48 6.5-06 Krieger BAT McMillan Leupold Sierra RL-22 D. Tooley 
Charles Ellertson,NC 9.072 48 6mm S&T Pac-Nor BAT McMillan Weaver CRiver H4831__D. Tooley 
Bobby Elder,NC 5.500 48 300 Ackley K&P Rem 700 McMillan Leupold Berger RL-25 L. Baity 
Greg Seigmund,TN 6.622 43 243 Ackley Al Al Al Leupold C River H4831_— Seigmund 
Light Gun Relay 4 
Danny Brooks,VA 10.948 45 300 Win Mag Lilja Rem 700 McMillan Leupold Berger H4831 J. Meyer 
Jerry Arrowood,NC 6.334 46 300 Krieger Rem700 Shehane Tasco Berger RL-22 CCR 
Phillip Yott,NC 6.238 43 300 Ackley K&P Mark X Shehane Leupold JLK Deluxe __P. Yott 
James Gallion,NC _ 6.873 48 7mmSTW_ Rem Rem 700 Rem | Leupold Sierra H1000 Rem 
Light Gun Relay 6 
Mike McNeil,NC 6.377 40 300 Ackley K&P Rem 700 McMillan Leupold Berger RL-25 M. McNeil 
Tony Rogers,NC 14.850 40 300 Ackley Krieger Rem 700 Miller Leupold CRiver H4831 Long Dude 
Light Gun Relay 7 
Jimmy McCurry,NC 10.735 45 6.5 Shehane Krieger Rem700 Shehane Nforce Sierra VVN160 Goforth 
Blake Daniels,NC 5.798 45 300 Ackley K&P BAT McMillan Leupold Berger IMR7828 L.Baity _ 
Light Gun Relay 8 
Thurman Pipkin,NC 45 300 Ackley Krieger Rem 700 Miller Leupold Berger RL-25 M&M 
_Kerry Vinson,NC 6.812 49 243 Ackley Shilen | Rem 700 McMillan Leupold CRiver’ RL-22 L. Baity 
Light Gun Relay 9 
Gray Durham,NC 10.956 45 6BR K&P Rem 700 Shehane Nforce Sierra Win748 _L. Baity 
Joel Pendergraft,NC 7.976 41° 6.5-06 Ackley Lilja Rem 700 McMillan Weaver Sierra RL-22 _D. Tooley 
Blake Daniels,NC 8.105 0 300 Ackley K&P BAT McMillan Leupold Berger IMR7828 L. Baity 
Danny Brooks,VA .000 46 300 Win Mag Lilja Rem 700 McMillan Leupold Berger H4831 J. Meyer 
BEST Group - Thomas Sarver,OH @ 4.323 BEST Score - Kerry Vinson,NC @ 49 
Debbie Yott,NC 91 300 Ackley K&P Win 70 Miller Unertle JLK Deluxe _—~P.._ Yott 
__James Hardy Il,GA 10.046 97 6.5-284 Shehane Krieger BAT _Shehane Nforce GTB H4831 L. Baity 
2 . 
David Tooley,NC 8.075 99 30 BooBoo Hart BAT Tooley Nforce BIB RL-22 D. Tooley 
_ David FullerJr.VA s/s - 6.719 82 30D&G BlkStr_ =Rem700 Shehane Nforce Berger RL-22 Eavey — 
Heavy Gun Relay 3 
Scott Fletcher,GA 96 338-378 Lilja Gilkes Crawford Nforce Sierra RL-25 D. Tooley 
_Leslie Crone,VA_ 10.826 92 6.5 Super Krieger _Nesika McMillan Nforce Horndy H4831 Gre/Tan 
Jimmy Harris, VA 9.780 90 6.5-06 Krieger BAT OWN Nforce Sierra RL-22 D. Tooley 
Lewis Winkler,NC 2.426 86 300 Ackley K&P Rem 700_ Miller Leupold Berger RL-25 S. Goodling 
Danny Brooks,VA 7.618 92 300 Win Mag Lilja BAT Lee Six Nforce Berger H4831 J. Meyer 
Joel Pendergraft,NC 5,862 99 300Ackley  — Krieger Rem 700  PendergrafNforce BIBS  RL-25 Pendergraft _ 
R. Jeff Wyatt,NC 6.955 300 Ackley K&P Rem 700 McMillan Leupold Berger RL-25 L.Baity 
Richard DeSimone,NC 6.163 76 6.5 Super Krieger _ Stiller LeeSix Leupold Horndy H4831 DeSimone 
HV Shootoff 
Joel Pendergraft,NC 8.478 0 300 Ackley Krieger Rem700 PendergrafNforce BIBS RL-25 Pendergraft 
Danny Brooks,VA 000 76 300 Win Mag Lilja BAT Lee Six Nforce Berger H4831 J. Meyer 
BEST Group - Joel Pendergraft,NC @ 5.862 BEST Score - Joel Pendergraft,NC @ 99 
Match #4 Winners 
LG (left to right) HG (left to right) 
Group: Group: 
Blake Daniels Joel Pendergraft 
(8.105") (8.478") 
Score: Score: 


Danny Brooks (46) Danny Brooks (76) 
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Joe Rychetnik Reflects On Guns, Hunting, and Days Gone By 


F rankly we have no one quite like Joe Rychetnik on our staff...if for no better reason than there are not that many raconteurs of this caliber in existence at 
any given point in time. If adaptability is the true test of aristocracy...then Joe must be incognito royalty. His articles are enjoyed for their face value by 
the man in the street...and the better educated pick up on the drollery, subtleties, innuendoes, and whatever other literary machinations that Joe feels like 
employing today. 

Joe has quite a colorful background, and has authored two previous books on specific eras of his life...Bush Cop told the story of the early days of the 
Alaskan State Police, created when the former territory became a full state in January of 1959. It was kind of wild back then, and Joe found himself “the” 
(only) policeman for a district that extended from Barrow on the Arctic Ocean to Hooper Bay, south of the mouth of the Yukon, including all the coastal 
villages and the islands on the Bering Sea...a beat equal to covering the West Coast of the South 48 from the Canadian line to Mexico. 

Then his second book, Alaska’s Sky Follies, covered the period after he left the Alaskan State Police (still in one piece, surprisingly) and became the 
reporter-photographer-correspondent for Time-Life News Service and United Press International. When these employers decided they wanted “the facts” on 
some particular goings-on, frequently there was no way to get there except to hire a bush-pilot, head in the appropriate general direction, and keep your 
fingers crossed. This was an earlier era of aviation when breaking the rules was the rule, and when legends-to-be such as Don Sheldon flew the skies across 
the huge new state of Alaska. There are a number of photos of Joe with the bush pilots and their planes...mostly the planes are upside down on ice floes, 
lakesides, and heaven only knows what else. And Joe is a former Marine as well...to the extent that any Marine can become a“former Marine”...he survived 
the World War II battle of Okinawa, and was a Marine Combat Photographer during the Korean War. Somehow or other Joe missed the French Foreign 
Legion...but he was seemingly mixed up in just about everything else of excitement in the second half of the 20th Century. What a wealth of storytelling 
possibilities such a background would give to even an ordinary soul...but give that background to a gifted storyteller/yarn spinner such as Joe Rychetnik...and 
you can rest assured that the tales will flow...and flow...and hundreds of people will forget their problems of the day, and settle down to enjoy the latest yarn. 

There are some 275+ pages in our assembly of Joe Rychetnik yarns...and the yarn count stands at thirty... 
twenty-five of which were previously published in Precision Shooting and Tactical Shooter magazines...and five of 
which appear here for the first time in print. The titles of a half dozen or so of his articles give clues as to the 
book's subject matters...“The Smell of Good Times Past”... “Walking With Old Friends”... “Good-Bye Roberts”... 
“Requiem for a Great Lightweight”... “Where The Old Shooters Meet”... “Bear With Me”... “Rawhide, Gun Leather 
and The Space Age”... “The Bush Cops”. 


A long-awaited book, a I 
ier) Recurizing The Factory Rifle 
between the rudimen- 

tary (mounting sling hy M.L. McPherson 
swivels, scope blocks, 


CUTE U EI Te BTR “Approximately twenty percent of the populace are complete failures at anything mechanical at all ...some ten percent of the 


of accomplishment) populace are born with more mechanical aptitude than seems reasonable ...and that leaves seventy percent of humanity to fall 
...and the advanced between the two extremes.” 


(precision chambering, 


UTC a TUT UR UETM® And here we have a book for the seventy percenters! If you have no earthly idea how to mount a set of scope blocks...it's 
general level of probably not for you. If you're the assembling gunsmith on a half-dozen top twenty guns at the Super Shoot each year...it's 
accomplishment) probably not for you. The writing credentials of Mic McPherson (Editor of Metallic Cartridge Reloading, as well as Cartridges of 
books that are the World) are impeccable, and he has outdone himself here. 
currently available 

today Author McPherson, aided and abetted by over 400 photos, takes the reader through the long-recognized primary 
steps...lapping the bolt lugs, squaring the receiver face, glass bedding, barrel crowning, pillar bedding, glue-ins...to 
the recent accuracy-enhancing developments Pressure (Fire)-lapping™, molycoating of bullets, lapping scope 
rings, action bedding blocks, etc. The book does not cover truly advanced accuracy gunsmithing...chambering a 
new barrel, for instance, receives only two or three pages of coverage, and is included primarily to acquaint the 
reader with what is involved in doing the job properly ....rather than how to do it (which would require many more 
pages). Neither is the book intended to show you how to build a Super Shoot-winning gun. It is intended rather 
to enable you to very materially improve the accuracy of a factory rifle (new or used) that you have just 
purchased or acquired. 


While the primary focus of the 330 (plus) page book is on bolt action rifles, there is still extensive coverage 
given to the accurizing of lever action rifles, as well as pump actions and single shot rifles...since the latter 
three types have long been ignored in most published works. 


ORDER NOW: at $44.95 soft cover, plus shipping and handling. Shipping is $3.50 for first book, $5.00 for multiple books - US. 
Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, fax (860) 643-8215. Visa and 

Master Card orders accepted without surcharge. Canada and foreign orders will be charged actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. 
CT residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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Now available... 


The successor volume to “The Benchrest Primer’. my 


THE HIGHPOWER 
SHOOTING PRIMER 


worthy successor to 

our earlier work, The 
Benchrest Primer (now going 
into its third printing), if we 
do say so ourselves. There 
are 173 of the very best 
Highpower articles from the 
pages of Precision Shooting 
magazine, in the 1990-1999 
years. It’s an oversize publi- 
cation, with some 520 pages, 
and no advertising...meaning 
it’s 520 pages of “inside 
scoop”, from some of today’s 
best writers on the 


—topic...David Tubb, Kevin 


Thomas, Randolph 
Constantine, John Feamster, 
Tom Lintner, Keith 
Cunningham and Linda 
Miller, Derrick Martin and 
Barrett Tillman, Roy 
Baumgardner, John Dustin, 


Ian Cheeseman, Bill Deane, Mitchell Maxberry and 


many others. 


If you're interested in Highpower shooting, and 
looking at a real possibility of getting seriously 
snowed-in this winter, your “gotta haves”, in order, 


would be: 


The Piehpower 
Shootine Primer 


The Very Best Articles on Shooting and 
Reloading for the Most Popular of all the 


Rifle Accuracy Disciplines... Highpower Shooting. 


From the Pages of Precision Shooting Magazine 1990-1999. 


Item #1 is currently avail- 
able, in both volumes, from 


Precision Shooting. You’re’ 


on your own for the other 

four items, although we are 
available for counsel on 

items #2 and #3. We have, 
unfortunately, no interest in 
items #4 and #5... try watch- 
ing Martha Stewart’s show. ~— 


Upon publication of The _. 
Highpower Primer it will be 
our intent to endow the NRA 
Competitions Division with a 
check in the $3,000-$3,500. . 
range (Based on $1.00 per - 
book, final figure being 
determined by the size of the ~ 
press run). The monies are to 
be held in escrow by the 4 
NRA, and used for a suitable ~~ 
trophy and keepers for the 


proposed “The America Match”, to be contested 


between Canada and the US every two years, with the 
first’ such match proposed to be held at the Connaught 


1) The Highpower Primer, plus Randolph 
Constantine’s Modern Highpower Competition 


(over 1100 pages, between the two of them). 
2) A well stocked wine cellar. 
3) Any one of the supermodels currently in vogue. 


4) Firewood. 
5) Food. 


(Canada) range in 2002. Initial plans (subject to 
change) call for teams of 8 shooters, with a course of 
fire of 15 shots each at 300, 600, 900 and 1,000 yards. 


ORDER NOW: @ $34.95, plus shipping and handling. Shipping 


is $5.00 (oversize book) for the first book, $6.50 for multiple 
books-US. Foreign orders (including Canada) will be charged 


actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 for handling. Order from: 
Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. 


Phone (860) 645-8776, fax (860) 643-8215. Visa/Mastercard 


ae 


orders accepted without surcharge, CT residents add 6% sales 
& tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 


